
 
Ocean City High School 

Summer Assignment 2018 
 
Course Honors English 9 Teacher Mrs. Pesda, Ms. MacDonald 
Email Mtracey78@yahoo.com Due Date Tests will be given the first week of 

school.  You will also be working on a 
project the first two weeks of school 
involving both texts.  Your notes will 
be used to study for the tests and as 
guides for your project. 

Standards RL.9-10.1, 9-10.2, 9-10.3 
Topic The Alchemist / Tipping Point 
Purpose To read critically and with purpose.  To understand how character development, 

setting and plot create meaning in a work of fiction.  To derive meaningful 
themes/messages from a work of fiction. To read nonfiction with critical 
attention to the author’s argument and means of supporting his argument. 

 
 
Text/Novel(s) & Brief Description The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho (a classic work of fiction 

depicting an allegorical “journey”) 
Tipping Point, by Malcolm Gladwell (a nonfiction work 
analyzing the patterns of trends in our society) 

 
Approximate Time on Task Aprox. 10-15 hours, depending on reading and note-taking 

ability 
 
Suggested Timeline Begin late July or early August so that the reading is not 

rushed, but so that it is fresh upon entering high school. 
 
How It Will Be Assessed  You will be tested separately on each book and will be 

working on a project dealing with the texts the first week of 
school.  Both tests will require developed writing (full essay 
and/or paragraph responses) 

 
Read and annotate The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho.  Please take notes as you read; focus on 
important details of plot, character, setting and thematic importance.  You will be expected to 
use them in class discussion.  You will also be tested on the book. 
 
Read and annotate Tipping Point, by Malcolm Gladwell.  The book is organized into chapters 
detailing the trends and phenomena associated with societal tipping points.  Take notes on the 
trends and phenomena outlined.  You will be expected to understand the trends and experiments 



outlined, as well as make connections to more current examples from your own lives.  You will 
be tested on this book the first week of school. 


