
                               

  
Advanced Placement Psychology  -  Summer Assignment 2018  

 

Course: AP Psychology                                                      Teacher: Mr. John Bruno  

Email: jbruno@ocsdnj.org                                                  Due Date: Aug. 31 /First Day of Class  

Standards: National Standards for the Teaching of High School Psychology  

Topic: Advanced Placement Psychology  

Purpose: To assist students in the development of skills necessary to be successful at the college level  

 Text: Myers in Modules, 8th edition   

Approximate Time on Task: Assignment #1: 1 hr.  Assignment #2: 15 min.  Assignment #3: 30 min.     Assignment #4: 1 hr.        Assignment #5 & #6: 1 – 1 ½  hr.   

Suggested Timeline:  Assignment #s 1, 3, 4, 5 & 6 due on 1st day of class; Assignment #2 is due by Aug. 31 

How It Will Be Assessed: A rubric has been devised to identify and evaluate all assignments. (attached)  

 

To prepare for the required Advanced Placement Psychology Exam in May, this course will cover 17 Units of 

Study covered over the course of 58 Modules. Sometimes it will seem, just like in college that homework 

assignments aren’t given on a daily basis. But the understanding is that the student should stay ahead by reading 

the Module that is being studied. On the day the exam is scheduled, students will hand in homework and take 

the examination. As practice for college, students must learn to organize and budget their own time. I 

understand this is not college and that this course is in preparation for the student’s future.  

Below you will find a copy of the assignments you will need to complete for the summer assignment.   
  

In addition to your summer assignments, I have attached a course description, course outline and classroom 

procedure information sheet. Be sure to read these documents very carefully; if you are still willing to accept 

the challenges that accompany the rigors of an AP Psychology curriculum – continue reading!!!  
  

2018 – 19   AP Psychology Summer Assignments    

Assignment #1: Read Module 1 – The History & Scope of Psychology – Document found on website.   Due on 

the first day of class  

Assignment #2:  complete the “Letter to Mr. Bruno”:  Email by Aug. 31  

Assignment #3: Provide thorough answers for the Module 1 Review Questions.   Due on the first day of class    

Assignment #4:  Complete the 40 item Scavenger Hunt concerning topics in Psychology.  Due on the first day 

of class                

Assignment #5: Identify the research focus for each of the psychologists from the attached list of names.

      

Assignment # 6:  Select 20  psychologists and give short explanation to their experiment or study 

- Assignments #5 & #6: Due on the first day of class 

 

If you need to contact me over the summer; use this Email: jbruno@ocsdnj.org These 

assignments will give us a good start to the course in September.   

Good luck to all…and have a great summer!  

Sincerely,   

Mr. Bruno  

AP Psychology Teacher  



  

Summer Assignment Rubric  

  

Assignment  5  4  3  2  1  

#1 Outline  Thorough  Quality  Average  Below Avg  Not done  

#2 Email  Thorough  Quality  Average  Below Avg  Not done  
#3 Review Questions  Completed  Quality  Average  Below Avg. Not done  

#4 Scavenger Hunt  Completed  Quality  Average  Below Avg  Not done  

#5 Key focus - All  Thorough  Quality  Average  Below Avg  Not done  
#6 Key focus – 20   Thorough  Quality  Average  Below Avg  

  
Not done  

  

Total Points _____  x       =   ______   

     

AP Psychology - Course Outline 

 

Chapter       

  1.  The Field of Psychology                       

  2.  Research Methods & Ethics 

  3.  Statistics      

  4.  Understanding the Brain: Its Structures and Functions 

  5.  Neurons, Neural Communication and Behavioral Genetics 

  6.  Sensation 

  7.  Perception 

  8.  Sleep, Dreams, Hypnosis and Drugs 

  9.  Classical and Operant Conditioning 

10.  Social Learning and Biological Factors 

11.  Memory and Forgetting 

12.  Thinking, Problem-Solving and Language 

13.  Motivation 

14.  Emotion 

15.  Infancy and Childhood 

16.  Adolescence and Adulthood 

17.  Personality Theories, Approaches and Assessment 

18.  N/A 

19.  Testing and Intelligence 

20.  Theories and Diagnosis of Psychopathology 

21.  Types of Psychological Disorders 

22.  Treatment Approaches 

23.  N/A 

24. Social Cognition and Influence 

26. Social Behavior: Our Public Selves                         
                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Advanced Placement Psychology 

Course Description and Classroom Procedures  - 2018/2019 

 

Teacher: Mr. John Bruno 

E-mail: jfbruno@ocean.city.k12.nj.us  

Credentials: B.A., Psychology, Albright College, 1979 

New Jersey Standard Certificates:      

Secondary Social Studies 

Psychology  

Elementary Education 

 

Personal Information:  

1982 – 1988       7th Grade Social Studies Jordan Road School, Somers Point 

1988 – present   Social Studies Teacher, Ocean City High School 

1989 – present   Head Boys Basketball Coach, OCHS/Head Softball Coach 

 

Welcome to AP Psychology!  

The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the 

behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological 

facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. They also learn 

about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  

 

The AP Program 

From its’ inception 20 years ago, the AP Program has broadened to include more schools, students and 

examinations than ever before. Each May, the AP Examinations are administered at OCHS and at other 

participating schools around the country. The Examination will be a maximum of 2 hours long. The 

examination is a blend of multiple-choice questions and a free-response essay section specifically designed to 

measure the full range and depth of the student’s knowledge. It is expected the students taking an Advanced 

Placement course, take the exam. 

 

Course Description 

AP Psychology is a college level course designed to introduce students to the systematic scientific study of 

human behavior and mental processes. Students will be exposed to within each of the major fields or 

perspectives in psychology. In addition, students will learn about, practice, and evaluate research methods used 

by psychologists. The development of critical thinking skills, written and oral expression, and preparation for 

the AP Examination in Psychology will be emphasized. 

 

 

National Standards 

The National Standards for the Teaching of High School Psychology were adopted by the American 

Psychological Association, August 1999. Access at: http://www.apa.org/ed/hscontents.html 

 

Advanced Placement Psychology Course Objectives: 

1. Students will learn the history, concepts, methodology, and vocabulary of contemporary psychology. 

      2.   Students will develop advanced critical thinking skills. 

      3.   Students will prepare for success on the AP Psychology exam. 

mailto:jfbruno@ocean.city.k12.nj.us
http://www.apa.org/ed/hscontents.html


 

Textbook  

Myers, David G. Psychology, 8th Edition New York: Worth Publishers, 2004. It is very helpful to stay ahead in 

your reading of the modules.  

Additional textbook materials can be found online: www.worthpublishers.com/myers  (must sign up!) 

 

Classroom Expectations: 

Students will arrive on time and leave all mental and physical distractions outside the classroom. The classroom 

atmosphere will be one of mutual respect where we actively listen to each other and speak one at a time. This 

course will involve mature, college level discussions in which students feel comfortable sharing their ideas and 

opinions as well as commenting on the opinions of others in a thoughtful and respectful way. Cell phones and 

other electronic devices should be turned off and put  away before you enter the classroom. There will be a 

form signed concerning cell phone use at the beginning of the school year. Students are expected to take notes 

during presentations or completed on their own using the modules in the text. 

 

Homework Expectations:  

Students are expected to read each module in Myers well as several articles per unit. This comes to 25 – 40 

pages per week of mandatory reading with accompanying notes. These notes must be kept in a spiral notebook 

dedicated specifically to the course. Notebooks will be checked periodically for completion. Students are also 

required to build a set of flashcards with important vocabulary and psychological terms. Students will use these 

notebooks and flashcards to study for the AP exam as well as class tests and quizzes.  

Students who are absent are responsible to get all assignments and class notes from another student in the class 

or from me during office hours. Students with excused absences may turn in work the day they return. 

Otherwise all late work will receive a maximum of 70% credit.  

 

AP Exam: 

The standard fee is $87.00. 

This course is designed to help you pass the AP exam. Students who score a three, four, or five on the AP 

exam’s five point scale can earn college credit for the course at most colleges and universities. A score of “3” or 

higher will get your application fee of $87.00 returned to you. If you do all the assigned work diligently, and 

you study hard all year, you will be well prepared to pass the AP exam.  

 

AP Study Books  

I have found two that I like and recommend highly that you buy one and use it.  

The ones I recommend are Laura Maitland’s 5 Steps to a Five on the AP Psychology Examination (McGraw 

Hill $15.95) and Rob McEntauffer’s Barron’s Guide to the AP Psychology Exam (Barron’s $15.95). These are 

both available at any Borders Book Store. Which one do I prefer? It depends on your type of personality. Look 

at all of them before you buy. You may also choose one of your own! 

 

 

 

College Board Website 

Has the AP Psychology Course Book online at http://apcentral.collegeboard.com  

You need to register for this; you can access the psychology site once you do. It  saves me having to copy a 41 

page guide for you. 

 

Grading 

Grading will be based upon the following: Tests (60%); Free Responses (20%); Quizzes (10%); 

Homework/Assignments (10%) 

http://www.worthpublishers.com/myers


 

Tests 

Upon completion of a module(s), an exam will be given consisting of multiple choice questions. There will be a 

mid-term examination. Students who DO NOT take the AP Examination will be required to take a final 

examination. 

 

Free Response Questions 

Free responses will be given periodically to measure the level of progress. In addition, students will review their 

work in order to prepare for the Free Response portion of the AP Exam. 

 

Quizzes 

Quizzes may be given periodically covering reading material or vocabulary. Quizzes will usually be given at 

the beginning of the class.  

 

Homework/Assignments 

Students will be expected to complete all homework assignments promptly. The will include review questions 

for the modules as well as activity sheets to review in class.  

 

Cheating/Plagiarism 

Cheating during a test will result in a zero for that test/assignment with no make-up privileges. Your warning 

has been given. Avoid any indicators that may arouse the  

suspicion of cheating. All students and parents must submit a signed plagiarism contract regarding school 

assignments. 

 

Teacher Contact Information 

Good communication is an essential part of learning! I am available to help you before 6:45 am and will remain 

in the building until at least 3:00 pm.   

 

Tips for Students  

1. Learn to read more effectively; don’t just look at the words 

2. Do not ignore pictures, diagrams, tables and sidebars in your textbook 

3. Take notes as you read; it is much easier to review a few pages of good notes rather than re-read the 

entire 30 pages! 

***Make a list of questions on the reading! 

4. Half the battle is vocabulary. Do Flash Cards early in the reading. As you  

complete the Flash Cards, you will begin to learn the vocabulary. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


