
 
Ocean City High School 

Summer Assignment 2018 

 
Course Honors U.S. History 

II 

Teacher M. Fleming,  

Email mfleming@ocsdnj.org Due Date Book Review: 1st Day of Class 
Standards 6.1,  
Topic WW II 

Purpose To engage students in a stimulating book while covering significant historical 

events of World War II. 
 

 

Text/Novel(s) & Brief 

Description 
Unbroken: A Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption 

The biography of Louis Zamperini, a  juvenile delinquent, 1936 Munich Games Olympian, survivor of 

:a plane crash,  1000+ mile trek in a life raft,  torture as a Japanese POW, the firebombing of Tokyo 

and more.  

Approximate Time on Task 10 hours 
 

Suggested Timeline 40 pages a day 
 

How It Will Be Assessed  Book Review and Quiz 

 

 
Honors United States History II   Extra Credit Summer Assignment 2018 

Mrs. Fleming  

 

Welcome to Honors United States History II. As veterans of the program, you understand the 

amount of hard work and commitment required to succeed in this course. In the coming year, we will 

build on the solid foundation gained in Mr. Purdue’s class.  

 

 The extra-credit summer reading assignment is Lauren Hillenbrand’s   Unbroken: A World 

War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption.  It is a biography which reads like fiction.  

The coming of age and World War II experiences of Louis Zamperini were part of the history of the era. 

Copies can be purchased for as low as $1.15 plus shipping on Amazon.com.   

 

 You are to write a review of the book.    Your analysis should include the following: 

  

 

I. Critical Summary  

           1. Thesis of the Book 



           2. Summary of Contents including secondary points 

           3. Author’s use of evidence to support  her primary and secondary points. 

 

II. Your opinion of the writing style and organization.  

 

IV. Conclusion 

            1.    What is the historical contribution of the book? 

2. Does Hillenbrand become too close to her subject to be objective about Zamperini? 

3. Does the author ignore points of view that weaken her thesis? 

4. Does the book fulfill its title? Is it a story of survival, resilience and redemption? 

5. What was the overall worth of the book?  

6. Would you recommend it? Why? Why not? Be specific about your reasons for praising or 

panning the book.  

 

Format  Typed, 12 point, double spaced, 600 word minimum. If you use quotes, simply follow the page 

number(s) in parentheses. Keep quotations to a minimum.  

 

Grading: 1.  Book Review - 75 points   You will be graded on how well your review incorporates all the   

                     elements listed above as well as clarity and organization. 

                 2.  There will be a 25 point quiz on the book when you return in September. If you make any  

                       notes or highlight  the book you will be able to use them on the quiz. 

                    

 

DUE:     1st Day of Class in September a Turnitin password will be assigned and you will upload your 

review to Turnitin. 

 

 
If you have any questions or concerns please  e-mail at mfleming@ocsdnj.org. Enjoy your reading and have a 

wonderful summer vacation. I look forward to meeting you in September. 

 
 


