
 

The Class of 2022 was introduced to the high school at Freshmen Orientation on August 28th.   Dr. 
Jamison, Dr. O’Neal and Mr. Mattina spoke to over 800 members of the Class of 2022 and their 
parents.  Students were also welcomed by Kate Carter, President of Student Council, and the Ocean 
City Community Police.  A video of Freshman Teambuilding Day was shown to the audience before 
the freshman had the opportunity to tour the school and try out their lockers. 
 

Welcome to new staff members! 
Below is a picture of our new staff members.  From left to right Tim Cook – Physical 
Education, Kara Uhrich – Spanish, Candita Suppi – School Nurse, Ashley Palmentieri – Family 
and Consumer Sciences, Annelise Buono – Math, Carolyn Stephens – English and Rob Leiss – 
Spanish 
 

Congratulations to our new Student Representatives to the Board of Education

Andrea and Peter will attend their first meeting on Wednesday, October 17th

  



NJ Principal of the Year, Dr. Matthew Jamison 
advocates for public education in meeting with Senator Corey Booker  

 
 
Ocean City High School Principal, Dr. Matthew Jamison, 
was congratulated by Senator Corey Booker (D-NJ) for 
being named New Jersey’s Principal of the Year by the 
National Association of Secondary School Principals 
(NASSP). 
 
On Tuesday, Jamison met with Senator Booker in the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building in Washington DC to 
advocate for the full funding of the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA).   
 
Senator Booker and Principal Jamison also discussed the 
need for alternative paths for college and career readiness 
as well as additional funding for Career Technical 
Educational (CTE) programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Booker stands with NJ’s Principal of the Year, 
Dr. Matthew Jamison of Ocean City High School



Menendez Meets with NJ Principal of the Year, Matthew Jamison 
 

Senator Congratulates Ocean City High School Principal on excellence in educating, 
discuss state of NJ Public Schools 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C.– U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D-NJ) met today with Ocean City High 
School Principal Matthew Jamison to congratulate him on being named New Jersey’s Principal of 
the Year by the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP). Senator Menendez 
and Principal Jamison discussed how Jamison raised the education standards within the Ocean City 
School District, as well federal funding and legislation to help public schools across New Jersey.  
  
“What Principal Jamison has done in implementing professional learning communities, revising 
standards and establishing common sense assessments is inspiring,” said Sen. Menendez. “I was 
elected to the Union City Board of Education when I was 20 and learned quickly what qualities made 
an excellent principal, and Principal Jamison embodies the commitment to education that every 
public school student deserves. I believe we must honor and thank individuals like Dr. Jamison 
because they are an essential part of what makes New Jersey one of the best states to send a child to 
public school, and we want to keep it that way.” 
 

 
Menendez stands with NJ’s Principal of the Year, Dr. Matthew Jamison  

of Ocean City High School  
  
The many innovations Principal Jamison brought to Ocean City High School include implementing 
professional learning communities to foster collaborative learning and organization among teachers, 
revising standards of education among the faculty, and establishing common sense assessments. 
Jamison has also pioneered the expansion of dual and AP credit opportunities for students and 



increasing career mentoring. His leadership has shaped Ocean City High School into a model school 
for creating School Growth Objectives. 
 

Congratulations to Nora Faverzani 
& Travis Krausen 

Nora Faversani and Travis Krausen have been named 
Commended Students in the 2019 National Merit 
Scholarship program. They will not however, continue in 
the competition for the National Merit Scholarships 
offered next spring.  A Letter of Commendation from the 
school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation 

(NMSC), which conducts the program, was presented by 
Dr. Matthew Jamison, OCHS Principal, to these scholastically 

talented members of the Class of 2019. 
 

 

Guess How Many Howie’s! 
Students returned to school to a showcase full of Howie dolls!  A contest was held to guess how 
many Howie dolls were in the showcase – 379!  Top three guessers were Kayla Killian, Dan Millar, 
and Kelly-Ann Ianone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Congratulations to the Yearbook Staff 

The 2018 Yearbook staff received The National 
Program of Excellence award.  In recognition of 
its outstanding performance by the yearbook 
staff and advisers on the 2017-2018 yearbook.  
The National Yearbook Program of Excellence 
Award recognizes those who excel in the 
creation and distribution of their yearbook, and 
meet the following criteria: 

A Meaningful Book for All Students 
A book that means something to all students and 
includes a vast majority of the student body. 

 

 

A Book in Every Student's Hands 
Schools put so much time, effort and love into their yearbook. 
We want to help ensure that as many students as possible get 
to enjoy the masterpiece that's created. 

Effective Project Management 
Meeting the yearbook deadlines is a very important part of the 
yearbook creation process, and ensures the delivery of books 

on 
time. 

 
  



AP PROGRAM ROBUST AT OCEAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL 
Eighty-eight students at Ocean City High School have earned the designation of AP Scholar by 
the College Board in recognition of their exceptional achievement on the college-level Advanced 
Placement Program® (AP®) Exams. 
 
The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program provides willing and academically prepared 
students with the opportunity to take rigorous college-level courses while still in high school, and to 

receive college credit, advanced placement, or both for 
successful performance on the AP Exams.  About 18 percent 
of the more than 1.8 million high school students worldwide 
who took AP Exams performed at a sufficiently high level to 
also earn an AP Scholar Award. 
 
Students took AP Exams in May 2018 after completing 

challenging college-level courses at their high schools.  The College Board recognizes several levels 
of achievement based on student’s performance on AP exams. 
 
Michael Beebe, Matthew Catanoso, William Mack, Morgan McLees, Christa Michel, Avi 
Rabia and Nalu Tripician qualified for the National AP Scholar Award by earning an average 
grade of 4 or higher on a 5-point scale on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 4 or higher on eight or 
more of these exams.   
 
Thirty-seven students qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an average 
grade of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.  
These students are: Henry Adair, Patricia Bachleda, Christopher Bailey, Michael Beebe, 
Nicole Blum, Matthew Catanoso, Analise Ciannilli, Nora Faverzani, Andre Freire, Harrison 
Hepding, Hannah Iannone, Chase Jones, Natalie Katsiff, Travis Krause, Aspen Lawler, 
Joseph Loggi, Garret Longstaff, Eric Love, William Mack, Morgan McLees, Christa Michel, 
Falyn O’Brien, Victoria Patella, Avi Rabia, Megan Reeves, Sophia Ritzel, Ingrid Rivero, 
Ryan Roller, Terrence Rumer, Sara Ruth, Olivia Simone, Hailey Stack, Maren Stickley, Nalu 
Tripician, Allisun Wiltshire, Jessica Yeats, Melody Young. 
 
Twenty-one students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an average grade 
of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams.  
These students are: Angelina Bongiorno, Caroline Byrne, Madelyn Canuso, Lauren Farschon, 
Nicole Fox, Gabriel Griffin, Anthony Herouvis, Christian Kuhn, Brenna Laverty, Jada 
Majors, Dayna Pfau, Kyle Phillips, Andrew Redmond, Estelle Richardson, Alfred Sacco, 
Joanna Sheldon, Samantha Smith, Andrea Teofanova, Mary Tumelty, Maggie Wixson, 
Joseph Zobler. 
 
Thirty students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing three or more AP Exams, with 
grades of 3 or higher.  The AP Scholars are: Alaina Allegretto, Jack Bell, Hailey Brown, Alina 
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Chiccarine, Greye Dunn, William Farnan, Michael Foglio, Michael Ginn, Korey Greene, 
Emily He, Caroline Horn, Melissa Kampf, Zachary Keefer, Ava Kuehner, Abigail Laureti, 
Matthew Leap, Emma Maher, Tanis McDonnell, Mary Ortiz, Alanna Palombo, Nicholas 
Presnall, Manav Randheri, Isabella Roach, Lucas Rooney, Amber Rumaker, Jesse 
Schmeizer, Sophia Terry, Joelle Tucker, Sydney Unsworth, Marian Wisham. 
 
Of this year’s award recipients at Ocean City High School, 17 were juniors when they took the AP 
exams.  These students have another year in which to complete college-level work and possibly earn 
another AP Scholar Award.  
 
Through more than 30 different college-level courses and exams, AP provides willing and 
academically prepared students with the opportunity to earn college credit or advanced placement 
and stand out in the college admissions process.  Each exam is developed by a committee of college 
and university faculty and AP teachers, ensuring that AP exams are aligned with the same high 
standards expected by college faculty at some of the nation’s leading liberal arts and research 
institutions.  More than 3,800 colleges and universities annually receive AP grades.  Most four-year 
colleges in the United States provide credit and/or placement for qualifying grades.  Research 
consistently shows that AP students who score a 3 or higher on AP Exams (based on a scale from 1 
to 5, with 5 being the highest) typically experience greater academic success in college and higher 
graduation rates than students who do not participate in AP. 

On Friday, September 21st, we launched our annual Freshman Team Building program. This 
program is designed to foster the leadership and facilitation 
skills of the juniors and seniors of Ocean City High School.  
Through this process the older students provide outreach to 
their younger peers and begin building relationships with 
them.  Teams must collaborate, problem solve, and build a 
sense of community.  To that end, the Freshman Team 
Building Day say seeks to achieve four key outcomes:  



 
• Create a sense of belonging among incoming 

freshmen 
• Improve students’ ability to express themselves in 

small groups  
• Help students learn problem-solving and decision-

making strategies   
• Increase students’ ability to balance their academic 

and social responsibilities  
 
 The idea of this event is to use team activities to build 
feelings of community, citizenship, respect, and 
responsibility in our students. Furthermore, it will 
encourage feelings of unity among students from the 
sending districts of Ocean City High School.   
 

 Each year the Ocean City Police Department participates in this event, each creating obstacle courses 
with a focus on teamwork and safety.  The fire department joined us for the 2nd year and discussed 

fire safety with the students and 
demonstrated how to properly carry a body 
out of a burning building.  In addition to 
those events, students participated in an 
additional 12 activities with their teammates 
and peer leaders.  The entire Freshmen Class 
participated in the day’s events (328) in 
addition to 181 Junior and Senior Peer 
Leaders and over 38 members of staff and 
administration.  This year, the Ocean City 
Fire Department also joined us and discussed 
fire safety with the students.  They brought 
their fire truck and allowed the students to 
operate the hose.  
 



 Freshmen students also experienced an interactive assembly given by Hip Hop Handbook “To teach 
and entertain, build confidence in the youth, promote the positivity of the Hip Hop culture, and 
instill high esteem in kids expressing themselves through this art form.”    
 

 This was an incredible day 
at Ocean City High School 
observing the wonderful 
activities, positive 
interaction, and the bonding 
that takes place. 
  



We’ve Got Spirit!  
 

Even a little rain at a 
game doesn’t dampen the 
smiles on the 
Cheerleaders!  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Senior Class Council and Interact Club assist at 
Freshman Orientation  



OCNJ Half Marathon 
Key Clubs from Ocean City and Mainland teamed up together to work the 36th Street and Central 
water station for the annual OCNJ Marathon. This year was extra special, as this race was selected as 
the destination race for the 50 State Half Marathon Club. There were over 2,000 runners that 
represented 45 different states; OCHS/Mainland Key Clubs were among seven water stations that 
helped cheer on the runners. A special shout-out to Carrie Merritt for once again organizing an 
incredible event. 


	WELCOME BACK!

