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Support Staff Member of the Year 
Colleen Dwyer was selected as the 2019 OCHS Support Staff Member of the Year.  Listed below 
are some characteristics that colleagues noted: Colleen is often the first voice and face many new families see coming 
to OCHS; she troubleshoots issues for our parent population and assists staff members handing voluminous amounts of 
information and records; Colleen balances these demands and personalities with the perfect balance of caring, conscientiousness 
and toughness; She is a dedicated professional who works diligently with all staff and students; “Keeper of the Gate” in the 
guidance office, not only can she probably do all the counselors’ jobs about efficiently and effectively as they can, she makes sure 
that we have anything and everything we need to do our jobs effectively; She is approachable and cheerful and goes out of her way 
to build relationships with her colleagues.  Congratulations Colleen! 
 
Congratulations to Faye Noble for being selected as a winner in the 2019 Atlantic Care Healthy 
Educator Award!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 
Each student was chosen to be Student of the Month because of exemplary behavior, character and 
performance.  We appreciate the support of each of the community organizations.  There is a critical 

connection between a successful public high school and a strong 
relationship with its community. 
Ella Weigel was the Rotary Club Student of the 
Month. 

Ava Kuehner was the Exchange Club Student of 
the Month 
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OCHS Receives National Student Council Award 
For its exemplary record of leadership, service, and activities that serve to improve the school and 
community, Ocean City High School student council has been awarded a 2019 National Gold 
Council of Excellence Award by the National Association of Student Councils (NASC).  
 
“Receiving an NASC National Gold Council of Excellence Award reflects the highest dedication on 
the part of the school to providing a strong, well-rounded student council program,” said Ann 
Postlewaite, National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) student programs 
director.  “NASC applauds the work of the National Gold Councils of Excellence and challenges 
them to continue their leadership and service to their schools and communities.” 
 
To meet the requirements for the NASC National Council of Excellence Award, a student council 
must meet a variety of criteria.  In addition to basic requirements such as a written constitution, 
regular meetings, a democratic election process, and membership in NASC, councils demonstrate 
things such as leadership training for council members, teacher/staff appreciation activities, student 
recognition programs, school and community service projects, spirit activities, goal setting, financial 
planning, and active participation in state and national student council associations.  Those councils 
awarded the gold level have successfully demonstrated the highest levels of leadership.  To learn 
more about the national Council of Excellence Award, visit www.nasc.us/ncoe 
 

On Tuesday, April 2nd, OCHS held an assembly titled: Positive Choices – End Distracted Driving 
for our students.  The presenter of the assembly is Joel Feldman.  Mr. Feldman’s 21-year-old daughter 
Casey was killed by a distracted driver in 2009. After her death, Joel has become a leading safety 
advocate in the U.S. and Canada. He created EndDD.org to educate others about the dangers of 
distracted driving, and it has since become a national movement. Working with the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia, Joel developed a highly effective, science-based distracted driving 
presentation for schools, workplaces, and community settings. Since 2012, he has personally given 
more than 500 distracted driving presentations to more than 100,000 people. Joel also spearheads a 
network of hundreds of EndDD.org speakers who have collectively given presentations to more 
than 375,000 students and adults.  Joel obtained his master’s degree in counseling after Casey’s death. 
He combines the knowledge from his counseling degree, his law degree, and his experience with loss 
and grief to engage his audience. 
 

http://www.nasc.us/ncoe
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Our OCHS –  were recently recognized for their volunteering efforts with The Shores at Wesley 
Manor. Pictured from the left (standing) is: Ryan Prettyman, (seated) Georgie Rauner, Mary 
Burke, (center-seated) Michele Musto, Wesley Manor Volunteer Coordinator, (seated) Gina 

Ciaramello, (standing) Tyler Millett. Students 
recognized, but missing from photo are: 
Destiny McKeiver, Nickolas McDaniels 
and Max Spell. 
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National Denim Day.  Fashion Marketing & Merchandising students supported wearing denim on 
April 3rd to show support to survivors, as well as educate others about sexual violence.   OCHS Staff & 
Students wore denim (jeans, jackets, dresses, shirts, tuxedos, etc.) for a donation of $2.00.  As a 
school, we raised $185 to donate to Cape May County C.A.R.A.  Fashion Marketing & Merchandising students 
will be raising money with additional events to donate to the Cape May County C.A.R.A. program (The Coalition 
Against Rape and Abuse). Denim Ribbons will be in the mail room. There were prizes for best dressed in 
denim for students and STAFF.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following winners of Denim 
Day!  
Staff – Mr. Paul Matusz (prize: designer fanny pack and a gift card donated by Blitz’s Market)  
 
 
 
 



 5 

Katie Blankley (prize: letter board) Peter Horowitz (prize: 4-pound bag of Gummy Bears) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terry and Eli Kuhnreich came into Holocaust and Genocide classes to talk about their 
parents, all four of whom survived the Holocaust.  Terry is a teacher at Vineland High School and is 
the first American born of her family.  Her parents were born in Poland. They survived ghettos, labor 

camps and living in the forests until the Soviets rescued 
them.  The rest of her family were wiped out during the 
Holocaust. They came to Vineland and the father lived to 
108 years old.  Eli’s father was sent to Plaszow 
concentration camp, where Schindler found his workers 
and the commandant was especially cruel.  His father went 
on to Auschwitz – Birkenau and lived through Doctor 
Mengele’s selection.  He then survived the death march 
from Auschwitz to 
Mauthausen. He 
was the only 
survivor of his 
entire family. He 
came to Vineland in 

NJ after the war and met his wife, who with her parents had 
also survived Plaszow. These stories were amazing to hear 
 
 
On April 30 Holocaust/Genocide class held its first 
“Together We Remember” vigil. Students and teachers read 
the names of genocide victims to remind us that the victims 
were real people not just numbers. Mrs. Cunningham’s 
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English classes added poems about genocide in between the names. Over 40 people read and kept 
the vigil going for the whole 55 minutes of lunchtime. 
“Together We Remember” was founded by David Estrin, who came to visit us in February. 
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The Red Raider Jazz Band had their debut at Harrah’s in Atlantic City performing for the NJ 
School Building and Grounds Association convention. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ocean City instrumental music department 
had a jam packed weekend.  On Saturday, April 13, the 
band participated in Ocean City’s DooDah parade down 
Asbury Avenue and the Boardwalk.   The Grand Marshal 
this year was TV Legend Barbara Eden 
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Social Studies Fair Day 
As part of the Social Studies fair day History Club ran a geography trivia bowl at lunchtime. 
Aidan Walsh, Ben Bertett, Liam Stanford and Holly McCurk won the freshmen geography 
competition to represent Mr. DeLeo. The classes of Mr. Cox, Mr. DeLeo and Mr. Grimley 
answered geography questions and place countries on a world map. 

 
 

The highlight of 
the social studies 

department 
calendar is always our knowledge bowl. All groups 
participate by taking a social studies quiz during their 
social studies classes. Each class then competes on 
stage to find the students who will compete in the 
grand finale. 
 
Mr. Bruno is question master. 
Mr. Clark organizes the buzzers and keeps score with 
assistance from Mr. Purdue. 
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The following were the victorious teams from each grade level. The juniors carried the day by 
beating the seniors in the grand finale. 

 
 
Senior champions were Mitch Bartello, Bill Tracey, Thanasi 
Koutsfetsoulis, Garrett Longstaff, Sean Roop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

Junior champions were Tom Hoffman, Mac Young, Louie Williams,  
Mike Flynn, Joe Innocente 

 
 
 
 
Sophomore champions were Andrew Borkowski, Erin 
Hanlon, Emily Smith, Kat Trout 
 
 
 
 

Freshman champions were Race Myers, Quinn 
O’Brien, Grace Kelly, Dom Guerrera 
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Key Club Activities 
Used Sports Equipment Drive 
From February 25th to March 1st, Key Club collected used sports equipment from 4th period classes at OCHS. By 

the end of the week, the school donated a total of 408 items to children in 
Africa.  Thank you to Mrs. Cox and her 4th period for bringing in the most 
items! The organization, Zoom Global, took the equipment to children in 
Africa. The clothes and items donated for the Orphanage in Brazzaville, 
Republic of Congo could not have 

gone to 
better use 
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PTA Carnival 
Key Club members volunteered at the PTA Carnival at the Ocean City Intermediate School. 

Volunteers and children alike 
participated in numerous 
activities, such as balloon art, 
face painting, and M&M sorting 
for tickets and prizes. 
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Wesley Manor Prom 
Key Club successfully hosted Wesley Manor’s 7th annual Senior Prom. Residents and volunteers 
wore purple, yellow, and green for the dance’s Mardi Gras theme. Key 
Clubbers danced the night away with the residents, listening to songs 
such as “The Twist”, “Johnny B. 
Goode”, “Piano Man”, and “New 
York, New York”.  Key Club 
members decided to change it 
up this year and crowned two 
queens who have been 
attending the Prom for the past 
four years.  
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During NJSLA testing week, Key Clubbers and preschoolers from Children’s Place of Music-
Learning visited the seniors at Wesley Manor. The Preschoolers played their rendition of the Pledge 
of Allegiance and sang various songs, including “When the Saints Go Marching In”. Each Key 
Club member was able to interact with 
the children and played board games and 
drew Easter bunnies with Wesley Manor 
residents. 
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AC Half Marathon 
OCHS Key Club volunteered at AC Half Marathon serving water 
and Gatorade on 33rd and 34th street in Longport. Our members 
cheered and supported the runners partaking in the 13-mile run. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
STOP Club and the Wellness Club went on a trip to Ocean County Youth Well Summit on 
April 4, 2019.  The objectives of the Summit were to instill methods and practices for Wellness and 
Mental Health in students that will help to enrich their lives and transform their abilities for problem 
solving, goal setting, leadership, and overall well-being.  With the focus on mental health and overall 
wellness, the youth summit empowered teens with preventative measures and coping skills, as well 
as the further development for strong self-confidence and self-esteem.  Students and staff 
participated in a variety of workshops and programs throughout the day.  There were also a number 
or outside resources available, with information, for the students to take for their peers. 
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SADD Club members won Cape Assist's Healthy Community Coalition PSA Contest and attended 
the awards breakfast at Avalon Links with adviser, Mrs. Debbie Cathcart.  The contest, attended by 
Cape May County Freeholders and Prosecutors Office members, along with other local school 
winners, involved written submissions and student created videos.  Topics included Dear Future Me, 
Safer Isn't Safe (on vaping), What I Wish My Parents Would Tell Me about Drugs and Alcohol, 
Valuing Diversity, and My Healthy Coping Skills.  Sarah Kuperstein, Garret Longstaff, Jake 
Hoffman, Noah Centrone, Jack Branin and Jake Ruskey won with a Tik Tok video 
and Angelina Bongiorno, McKenna Fuller, and Vanessa Karayiannis each won individually 
written submissions.  Videos were shown and students read their PSAs at the awards breakfast. 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

April Fitness Challenge Partner Bench Press 
 
Rules:  Students and faculty will choose a partner of the opposite sex and will participate in 
a maximum repetition bench press competition.  Weight - 95 Pounds on the Bar 
Congratulations to the following winners in the Bench Press Competition: 
 

Emma Finnegan and Drew Eget- Total Reps = 48 
Amanda Allen and Mr. McGrath- Total Reps = 53 
Ms. Schwartz and Mr. Schkeeper- Total Reps = 52 
Nick Sannino and Haley Broshard-Hoster- Total Reps = 48 
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Volunteer Fair 
The following organizations participated in the annual Volunteer Fair: 

American Cancer Society 
Angelic Health 
Beacon Animal Rescue 
Chip Miller Amyloidosis Foundation 
Community Food Bank of New Jersey 
Eastern Service Workers Association 
Gilda's Club South Jersey 
Grace Healthcare Services  
Hearts Therapeutic Riding Center 
Jewish Family Service of Atlantic & Cape May Counties 
Marmora volunteer fire company 
Ocean City Gardens Civic Association 
Ocean City Tabernacle 
OCIS & OCPS Garden Clubs 
Seaville Fire Rescue 
St Peter’s Church  
Surfrider Foundation South Jersey Chapter 
United Methodist Communities at The Shores 
Upper Township Challenger Sports 
Volunteer Center of South Jersey  
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Exam Care Packages From Raider Retailers 
Show your support and encouragement during exam week. Order a care package for your 
student from Raider Retailers. 

  
$15.00 
 
Includes: Gatorade or Water/ Oreo 
Cookies/ Cheez- Its or Peanut Butter 
Crackers/ Oat and Honey Granola 
Bar/ Sunflower seeds/ Pop Tarts/ 
Pretzels/ 5 OCHS Pencils/ OCHS 
magnet/ special gift from Life 
Skills Program in a sand bucket 

 
Please order by May 22nd so we can have your package ready. 
 
Orders will be available for pick up on Monday, June 3, Wednesday, June 5, and Friday, 
June 7 in the school store. Parents can pick up packages at pre-arranged times. 
 
All orders must be picked up by the 7th 
 
Student name: _____________________________ Grade: _____ 
 
Student’s 1st period teacher and room number: ________________ 
 

ORDER FORM 
 

Contact Name and Number: ____________________________________ 
 
Choose one. Circle flavor choice. 
☐ Gatorade- Cool Blue, Fruit Punch, Glacier Freeze, Lemon, Orange 
☐ Water 

 
Choose one.  
☐ Cheez- Its 
☐ Peanut Butter Crackers 
 
Circle Pop Tart flavor. 
☐ S’Mores  
☐ Chocolate Chip 
☐ Strawberry  
☐ Cinnamon Brown Sugar 
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☐ Hot Fudge Sundae 
☐ Brownie Drizzle 
 
Please let us know if your students have any allergies and we will make appropriate 
substitutions. 
 
Allergies: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
* If nothing is chosen, items will be selected at the discretion of the staff at Raider 
Retailers. 
** Please use one form per exam care package order but they can be paid for together.  
 
# of packages ordered  _________  
Amount enclosed   $_____________ 
 
 
We accept cash or check. Checks may be made out to “Raider Retailers” 
Order forms may be dropped off in the Main Office or sent to the High School:  
501 Atlantic Avenue 
Ocean City, NJ 08226 
Attn: Raider Retailers 
Contact: Lisa O’Neill-  loneill@ocsdnj.org 
 
Thank you for supporting our Life Skills students!! 

mailto:loneill@ocsdnj.org
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