
 

The Class of 2023 was introduced to the high school at Freshmen Orientation on August 27th.  Dr. 
Jamison, Dr. O’Neal and Mr. Donahue spoke to over 800 members of the Class of 2023 and their 
parents.  Students were also welcomed by Tommy Piernikowski and Haley Stanks, President and 
Vice President of Student Council, and the Ocean City Community Police.  A video of Freshman 
Teambuilding Day was shown to the audience before the freshman had the opportunity to tour the 
school and try out their lockers. 
 

Welcome to new staff members! 
Below is a picture of our new staff members.  Nathan Garza – Social Studies; Greg van 
Genderan – English; Lee Styer – English; Brian Burke – Business; Aashini Patel – Science; 
Caitlin Jagielski – Math; Sara Maimone – Librarian 
Not pictured:  Greg Donahue – Interim Assistant Principal; Shannon Pruitt – Social Studies; 
Daniel Sinclair – Security Aide 
 

 



Congratulations to Haley Stanks! 
Haley Stanks was recently selected for the 
Widener University and NBC10 High School 
Leadership Award.  Nominated by Dr. 
Jamison, Haley was recently notified that she 
was selected to receive this $20,000 
scholarship to Widener.  This awards program 
is designed to recognize those high school 
students who have stood up for what is right, 
found a way to address a wrong, or who have 
made a difference in a significant way.  Haley 
certainly has demonstrated these qualities, 
reflecting Widener University’s long-standing 
commitment to inspiring and developing 
leaders to affect 

COMMENDED STUDENTS IN THE 2020  
NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Dr. Matthew Jamison, principal of Ocean City High School announced that Grace Barrett, Juliana 
Carmean, Kate Carter, Eve Chiarello, Alberto Gaytan, Sophia Ginet, Joseph Innocente, 
Margaret Kane, Kai Tripician and Louis Williams have been named Commended Students in 
the 2020 National Merit Scholarship program. A Letter of Commendation from the school and 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), which conducts the program, was presented by 
Dr. Jamison to these scholastically talented seniors. 
 
About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their exceptional 
academic promise. Although they will not continue in the 2020 competition for National Merit 
Scholarships, Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.5 million 
students who entered the 2020 competition by taking the 2018 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®). 
 
“The young men and women being named Commended Students have demonstrated outstanding 
potential for academic success,” commented a spokesperson for NMSC.  “These students represent 
a valuable national resource; recognizing their accomplishments as well as the key role their schools 
play in their academic development, is vital to the advancement of educational excellence in our 
nation.  We hope that this recognition will help broaden their educational opportunities and 
encourage them as they continue their pursuit of academic success.” 

 
 



AP PROGRAM ROBUST AT OCEAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL 
Ninty-two students at Ocean City High School have earned the designation of AP Scholar by the 
College Board in recognition of their exceptional achievement on the college-level Advanced 
Placement Program® (AP®) Exams. 
 
The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program provides willing and academically prepared 
students with the opportunity to take rigorous college-level courses while still in high school, and to 

receive college credit, advanced placement, or both for 
successful performance on the AP Exams.  About 18 percent 
of the more than 1.8 million high school students worldwide 
who took AP Exams performed at a sufficiently high level to 
also earn an AP Scholar Award. 
 
Students took AP Exams in May 2019 after completing 

challenging college-level courses at their high schools.  The College Board recognizes several levels 
of achievement based on student’s performance on AP exams. 
 
Nora Faverzani and Allisun Wiltshire qualified for the National AP Scholar Award by earning 
an average grade of 4 or higher on a 5-point scale on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 4 or higher 
on eight or more of these exams.   
 
Thirty-four students qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an average 
grade of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.  
These students are: Hannah Ahlstrom, Patricia Bachleda, Jack Bell, Nicole Blum, Juliana 
Carmean, Kate Carter, Eve Chiarello, Natalie Doherty, Nora Faverzani, Michael Flynn, 
Alberto Gaytan, Michael Ginn, Gabriel Griffin, Nathaniel Hays, Peter Horowitz, Fisher 
Hudak, Margaret Kane, Travis Krause, Ava Kuehner, Garret Longstaff, Tanis McDonnell, 
Thomas Piernikowski, Andrew Redmond, Estelle Richardson, Emma Sardy, Matthew 
Specht, Haley Stanks, Andrea Teofanova, Kai Tripician, Ella Weigel, Louis Williams, Allisun 
Wiltshire, Maggie Wixson, Joseph Zobler 
 
 
Eighteen students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an average grade 
of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams.  
These students are: Caroline Artymowicz, Joshua Barnes, Angelina Bongiorno, Grace Burke, 
Jessica Cossaboone, Carly Dougherty, Louisa Esposito, Emily He, Joseph Innocente, 
Tanner James, Kallista Kuhn, Matthew Leap, Julie Marshall, Daniel Millar, Ellen O'Brien, 
Thomas Oves, Maura Siciensky, Megan Sutter 
 
 
Twenty-nine students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing three or more AP 
Exams, with grades of 3 or higher.  The AP Scholars are: Andrew Affanato, Sara Anton, Ava 
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Auwarter, Grace Barrett, Cynthia Brown, Kasey Clifford, Jessica Davidson, Megan 
Gereaghty, Sydney Gillette, Theodore Grimley, Madison Kahn, Zachary Keefer, Athanasios 
Koutsfetsoulis, William Kroeger, Christian Kuhn, Evan Leeds, Alyssa Liebrand, Ryleigh 
Mack, Luke Meli, Rebecca Miles, Jaden Millstein, Lauren Mirsky, Mason Muskett, 
Jacqueline Nesi, Mary Ortiz, Avery Panico, Rebecca Perrin, Kiley Pettit, Brandyn Pokrass, 
Isabella Roache, Alfred Sacco, Courtney Sigmund, Beth Singer, Kira Sturgess, Kira Tracy, 
William Tracy, Ashley Vitiello, Isabella Wamsher 
 
Of this year’s award recipients at Ocean City High School, 35 were juniors and 1 sophomore when 
they took the AP exams.  These students have another year or two in which to complete college-level 
work and possibly earn another AP Scholar Award.  
 
Through more than 30 different college-level courses and exams, AP provides willing and 
academically prepared students with the opportunity to earn college credit or advanced placement 
and stand out in the college admissions process.  Each exam is developed by a committee of college 
and university faculty and AP teachers, ensuring that AP exams are aligned with the same high 
standards expected by college faculty at some of the nation’s leading liberal arts and research 
institutions.  More than 3,800 colleges and universities annually receive AP grades.  Most four-year 
colleges in the United States provide credit and/or placement for qualifying grades.  Research 
consistently shows that AP students who score a 3 or higher on AP Exams (based on a scale from 1 
to 5, with 5 being the highest) typically experience greater academic success in college and higher 
graduation rates than students who do not participate in AP. 

Last Spring Ms. Dean’s Advanced Biotechnology/Forensics classes were given a 
variety of fantastic presentations from members of the professional work force. 
 
Guest speakers.by Robert Clarke, a retired Police Sergeant now currently a representative of the 
South Jersey Traffic Safety Alliance. Mr. Clarke’s presentation gave the students insight on how 
Police investigate a car crash scene and the role that physical evidence plays in Forensics.  

 
Students were introduced to what the “Black Box” does and 
how it helps investigators determine what happened at the 
crash scene. Students were also able to see the hardware 
inside the Black box. Mr. Clarke gave multiple reasons why 
students should be highly aware of wearing their seatbelts. 
Students were shown how accidents can happen in 
milliseconds and that if seat belts were NOT WORN then 
the air bags WOULD NOT deploy. He also emphasized 
that minimizing all distractions should be their utmost 
importance while driving. 



Officer McElwee and K9 Dog “Doc” 

 
Somers Point K9 Officer Mark McElwee brought in K9 officer Doc to demonstrate the effectiveness 
in using K9’s for searching for a variety of things including people. Doc was able to locate… within 
minutes a quarter that Ms. Dean held and hid moments before Doc entered the room. It was great 
for the kids to have a chance to learn about the things they are studying such as the role K-9's play 
in solving crimes. 
 

 
OCHS’s Own Mickie McComb 
 
Security guard and Former State Trooper Mickie Macomb 
visited the Forensics class to speak about the role that police 
play in Forensics. He also demonstrated how to roll 
fingerprints.  

  



Cape May County Prosecutors Office. 
The detectives from the Cape May County Prosecutor’s 
Office brought the Emergency CSI truck to OCHS for the 
Advanced Biotechnology/Forensics classes to tour.  
Detective Jenn Armstrong and Detective Sarah Best; a 
former Forensics student and OCHS alumnus spoke to 
students about the requirements and expectations of a 
detective and the different departments that they are 
assigned too.  The officers shared cases with graphic detail 
to explain the seriousness of what they do from day to day.   

 
Many thanks to ALL of our guest speakers 
for allowing our students here at OCHS a 
glimpse into the real world of CSI! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  



OC Special Education students participating in the 
Fishing for Kids Day hosted by the Ocean City Marlin 
and Tuna Club. This special day filled with breakfast, 
fishing, and lunch takes place annually right in our own 
backyard.  We had twelve eager Ocean City students and 
family members join the event. Not only was the weather 
perfect for fishing on a boat, but the excitement of 
catching fish added to the joy of the day. The smiles and 
laughter of the students and families are memories that 
will be cherished by all those involved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Seniors had a 
great day for the 
senior class trip to 
the water park. 

  



On September 17th every year we celebrate the birthday of our 
constitution. This year sophomore teachers Mr. Purdue, Mr. 
Grimley, Mr. Garza, Mr. Fox and Mr. Clark took their students 
to the Freedom Shrine in C hallway. This was donated to our 
school by the National Exchange Club. They gave pocket 
constitutions to each student, who are encouraged to read it 
carefully. The importance of the proceedings surrounding the 
signing of the constitution and its later significance in various 
historical events are 
emphasized 
 
 
  



International Peace Dove for International Peace Day. May all your days be filled with Peace. Mrs. 
Rubina Cooney-Carroll International Arts and 
Crafts 
  



Yo! What's going in your beautiful head? It's a crazy hair day in Mrs. Carrolls' International 
Crafts classes. We touched based on anatomy, proportion, 
color theory and cartoon 
rendering using 
watercolor wash.  
 
 

 
  



International 
Crafts 
Genealogy 
portfolio in Mrs. 
Carroll’s class 

 



Senior Interact Club Vice President Ella Weigel recently spearheaded a "Dolls for Dementia" 
fundraiser to raise money for the purchasing of Dolls for the Dementia Unit at Crest Haven which 
is in need of dolls for the seniors. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Club Carnival 
 
  



  



On Friday, September 27th, Freshman Team Building 
Advisors Chris Clark and Nicole McMaster launched our 
annual Freshman Team Building program. This program 
is designed to foster the leadership and facilitation skills of the 
juniors and seniors of Ocean City High School.  Through this 
process the older students provide outreach to their younger 
peers and begin building relationships with them.  Teams must 
collaborate, problem solve, and build a sense of community.  
To that end, the Freshman Team Building Day say seeks to 
achieve four key outcomes:  
 
 Create a sense of belonging among incoming 
freshmen 

 Improve students’ ability to express themselves in small groups  
 Help students learn problem-solving and decision-making strategies   
 Increase students’ ability to balance their academic and social responsibilities  

 
The idea of this event is to use team activities to build feelings of community, citizenship, respect, 
and responsibility in our students. Furthermore, it will encourage feelings of unity among students 
from the sending districts of Ocean City High School.   
 
Each year the Ocean City Police Department participates in this event, each creating obstacle courses 

with a focus on teamwork and safety.  The fire department 
joined us for the 4th yea, discussed fire safety with the 
students and demonstrated how to properly carry a body 
out of a burning building.  They also brought their fire 
truck and allowed the students to operate the hose. In 
addition to those events, students participated in an 
additional 12 activities with their teammates and peer 
leaders.  The entire Freshmen Class participated in the day’s 
events (311) in addition to over 160 Junior and Senior Peer 
Leaders and over 38 members of staff and administration.   
 
Freshmen students also experienced an interactive 
assembly given by Samuel Chisolm and Christina Noble 
“To teach and entertain, build confidence in the youth, 
promote the positivity of the Hip Hop culture, and instill 
high esteem in kids expressing themselves through this art 
form.”   



 
This was an incredible day at Ocean City High School 
observing the wonderful activities, positive 
interaction, and the bonding that takes place. 
  



Student Council, Senior Class Council and Leadership 
Club assist at Freshman Orientation 

The student council hosted freshman orientation on August 27, 2019. It was a Tuesday night and the 
majority of freshman showed up to their new school to receive their class schedules, listen to a new 
student presentation and a tour of the high school. Volunteers from student council, class council 
and leadership club as well as NHS ambassadors showed up to the high school that night to assist 
with the event. In addition to freshman orientation, student council also helped with office support 
week, where all board members stuffed Manila envelopes with necessary papers for the students so 
the school could mail them. 
 
 

Left: Student Council officers 
prepare for the night by 
setting up tables with 
information. 
 
Right: Freshman and new 
students roam the schools 
as they receive their class 

schedules and IDS as well as a tour 
 

 
 
The Student Council had quite a successful September! On September 24th, student council 
members volunteered to assist in the Back to School Night event. Students directed parents from 
classroom to classroom. Additionally, the student council hosted club carnival on September 26th. 
This event is designed for new freshman or underclassmen and 
returning students to explore and see what clubs the school 
offers. Clubs gather in the cafeteria hoping to attract possible 
club members by having free candy or fun arts and crafts 
such as rock painting or t-shirt raffles Over 30 clubs made 
an appearance at the event and all clubs had many sign 
ups from excited students! Overall, these two events were 
quite successful with both under and upperclassmen. 
 

Student Council President Thomas Piernokowski and 
student volunteers Conrad Schmidt and Kayla Attiya 
help out parents during back to school night. 
 



 
Corresponding Secretary Luke Gallagher 
collects tickets from students for a 
refreshing drink during club carnival. 
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