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PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

Wow! Ocean City Intermediate School has been extremely busy since our
Opening Day on September 5th! Each day that I am here I am exceedingly
impressed with this school. The community support that I have witnessed

over the past six weeks has been overwhelming and admirable.  In my
short time here, I have met some tremendous people. OCIS staff members
are some of the most compassionate and hardworking people that I have
encountered - they have made my transition to this school an easy one. 
And last, but certainly not least, are our students...they are amazing! The
students at OCIS are respectful, bright, curious and kind! I truly consider
myself fortunate to be able to work with such a great group of kids each

day.
We will periodically be sending out a newsletter such as this one in order to
share some of the awesome events and projects that take place at OCIS.

This letter will also serve to disseminate information with parents/guardians
and the community. In this issue, our guidance counselor offers valuable
advice for parent-teacher conferences and our social worker describes

what the Wellness Center has to offer our students.

Mr. Michael Mattina
Principal



GUIDANCE

Student Services

 

What an exciting start to the school
year!  As the new guidance counselor, I
can’t thank everyone enough for the warm
welcome I have received from the students
and parents.  I am so excited to begin this
new journey in my professional career. One
of my first tasks was to help organize the
Parent-Teacher Conferences being held on 
 October 22nd through October 24th.  As a former teacher of 22 years, this is one area I
have a lot of experience in! My suggestions on how to get the most out of your 15-
minute conference is the following: 
 

Prepare questions in advance.  “Is my child finishing classwork?”, “Is there daily
homework?”  And most importantly, “How can I help my child at home?”
Bring any of the student’s work that is of concern. Describe clearly any situations in
the classroom that make your child uneasy. 
Ask the teacher to describe your child’s strengths and weaknesses. 
Inform the teacher of any situation at home that may affect your child’s school work.
Take notes!  Your conference may result in several actions for both you and the
teacher.Taking notes will help you remember what was discussed and agreed upon.
Discuss the whole child. Your child’s social and emotional development is as
important as academic success. Include questions about his/her interaction with
other children and willingness to participate in class discussions.

 
Finally, leave with a plan.  Your conference should end with a clear statement of what
you will do and what the teacher will do.  Schedule follow-up meetings or telephone
calls to be sure the plan is working.
 
While you’re here for your Parent-Teacher Conference please feel free to come down
to the Guidance Office and introduce yourself.  Don’t forget that you can
always check your child’s grades online. If you are having trouble accessing grades,
please do not hesitate to call or email me.  My email is adibartolo@ocsdnj.org and my
number is 609-399-5611 ext. 5417.
 



WELLNESS

Student Services

 

Mrs. Grisinger (Mrs. G) here! I cannot believe
November is almost here. We have been so busy
having fun in the Wellness Room that time is just
flying by! Getting to know the students has been

such an enjoyable experience and I am so excited to
continue to work with them throughout the school
year. The Wellness Room is a safe, comfortable
place to go to talk about mental health and other

issues; however, it is so much more than that! For
the month of October, students and staff have
participated in the following wellness activities:

Week of Respect: 
Daily challenges

included writing positive
messages
on leaves.

We enjoy lunches together. We have therapy 
dogs that come and visit us.
This is Molly.She is deaf, but
understands Sign Language!

In the Wellness Room we talk, color, paint, use Buddha Boards, play games (including air hockey!), practice
breathing techniques, practice yoga, read, plan events, decorate; the list goes on!  In the coming weeks we
will be hanging up our positive message leaves to make a 3-D tree, a therapy dog will be coming back to
visit, students from the high school will be coming in to talk about dangers of vaping during our 6th - 8th
grade lunches, and members of the Gilda’s Club will be in to talk to the students!  My goal for the Wellness
Room is to erase the stigma surrounding mental health and to assist students with improving them as a
whole. 
 
We will have an open house for the Wellness Room on Tuesday, November 12th at 6:00 pm. We will have
an excellent guest speaker to discuss anxiety. Please come out to this event and visit the Wellness Room for
yourselves!  If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please email sgrisinger@ocsdnj.org or call
609-399-5611 x5437



Opening Day at OCIS

 

September 5th marked the opening day of the 2019 - 2020 school year
at OCIS. The students and staff were out in full force to celebrate!



 



RESPECT
Week of

 

Themes:
No Drama Pajama 

Peace, Love, & Tie-Dye
Be Friendly in Flannel

Block the Hate 
Red Raiders Rock



Classroom Activities
Mock Election
Mrs. Ruffenach's class

is currently
working on a mock
election for class

president. To prepare,
the students read a

short fictional
story about a class

election. Each student is
running in the class
election. They are
writing campaign

speeches and making
posters to persuade

their classmates to vote
for them. 

Pottery
Students in Mr. Bo's 6th grade
art class created handmade

bowls using the potter's wheel.
Here they are set outside to dry

before putting them into
the kiln. They will soon be

glazed and put to use.



Kinetic & Potential
Energy

Students in Mrs. Michael's class
designed and built models of roller

coasters to demonstrate how
roller coasters are powered

through Kinetic and Potential
energy.

 

Germs and Pathogens
The 4th grade students in Mrs.

Bendig's health class
created board games to conclude

their unit on Germs and Pathogens!



LittleBits Code
Kits

The 5th grade students in 
Mrs. Baldini's Computer Science
class are using LittleBits Code

Kits to code their own video game.
They even got to make their own

controllers! The Kits were donated
by the OCEF. Thank you, OCEF!

 

Yoga Club
The Students at OCIS have begun
Meditation Mondays after school in
the wellness room. Each Monday

students will get a fresh start to their
week by practicing meditation,
mindfulness, general mental

wellness techniques, and MUCH
MORE! Yoga club is

offered to 4th - 8th graders.  Heidi
Farber, from Hummingbird Yoga will
lead us each Monday after school in
the new wellness room. Also present

will be one of our advisors:
 Mrs. Kirey, Mrs. Pontari, Mrs.

Duffey, Ms. Lubas, or Ms. Picketts.

A�ter School Clubs



Raider Fit
Mr. Parker and Mrs. Cuneo's Raider Fit Challenge for the month of
September was called a “Plank-up”. Students had to transition from

a high-plank to a low plank as many times as possible. 
Congratulations to the following students for earning the top times

in their class!

 
8th Grade

 
Emily Mullins
Wade Hudak

Samantha Beckman
Dylan Dooley

7th Grade
 Cooper Jewell

Christian Nicoletti
Abby Hayes
Megan Pruitt

Wynne Nussey
Nick Sardy

6th Grade
 Audrey Schroeder

Johnny Godfrey

5th Grade
 Cullen Whelan

Charlie Beseris
Graham Tolson

Lillian Flora

4th Grade
 Lily Cozamanis

Andrew Godfrey
Caroline Bickings


