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Ocean City High School 

501 Atlantic Avenue • Ocean City, NJ08226 

(609) 399-1290 • Fax: (609) 399-1966 

www.oceancityschools.org 
 

Matthew Jamison 

Principal 

 

Dear Parents and Students: 

 

In order to meet the needs of the community and challenges of tomorrow, Ocean City High School 

offers a comprehensive Program of Studies.  This Program of Studies is designed to guide the 

collaborative effort between students, parents, guidance counselors and teachers, in developing the 

most appropriate academic program for each student.  The selecting of courses is the most 

important and critical process in a student’s high school career.  This Program of Studies provides 

pertinent information about the curricular offerings at Ocean City High School. 

 

The curricular offerings at Ocean City High School are designed in accordance with the New 

Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, local curriculum and proficiencies, and Board of 

Education policy.  Students and parents are encouraged to review information on the course 

offerings, assessments, graduation requirements, and other critical information contained in this 

booklet.  Additionally, parents and students are encouraged to work closely with the guidance staff 

throughout the student’s high school career in order to: 

 

 develop the appropriate course selections. 

 ensure the appropriate subject area sequencing is followed. 

 meet the graduation requirements. 

 identify the student’s college/career aspirations. 

 develop the appropriate program to meet those aspirations. 

 

The guidance counselors will be available throughout the course selection process.  Please do not 

hesitate to reach out to the counselors with any questions or concerns.  To reach the guidance office 

by phone: 399-1290 ext. 4214, or visit the Guidance webpage on www.oceancityschools.org and 

click the guidance link on the high school page.    

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 
Matthew Jamison, Ed.D 

Principal 

 

Ocean City School District – Committed to Excellence 
 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

http://www.oceancityschools.org/
http://www.oceancityschools.org/
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YOUR High School Program 
 

Ocean City High School offers a curriculum that is designed to provide a rich and comprehensive education 
to all students.  The State of New Jersey has defined Core Curriculum Content Standards that you will be 
exposed to and minimum credit requirements for graduation that Ocean City High School has expanded 
upon to enhance your educational experience.  Take advantage of the opportunities afforded you and use 
this booklet as a resource to plan a program of studies that is unique to your particular interests, future 
plans and academic abilities.  
 
The high school years are a time of educational experimentation and personal discovery.  Challenge 
yourself and broaden your horizons as you seek to discover who you are and develop goals for the future.  
Do this with the knowledge that no student will be denied access to any course offering on the basis of 
race, sex, national origin, color creed, religion, ancestry, economic standing, or handicap.  Plan your 
program with an understanding of your overall demonstrated abilities, motivation and desire to work at the 
level required for success in the courses chosen.   
 
Since post-secondary school requirements for employment, college, and post-secondary training are 
constantly changing, students must frequently re-evaluate their immediate and long-term goals.  The 
guidance staff is available throughout the school year and at select times during the summer to assist you 
in developing an appropriate program of studies.    

 
 
 

Graduation Requirements 
 
 

It is the policy of the Ocean City Board of Education to provide learning opportunities and programs, which 
are appropriate to the abilities, needs, and interests of the pupils in order that they may successfully 
complete an appropriate course of studies leading to graduation.  The specific requirements for graduation 
are both mandated by State of New Jersey and expanded upon by the local District Board of Education.  In 
order to receive a state endorsed diploma from Ocean City School District a pupil must: 

 New Jersey state graduation testing requirement: PARCC and/or state approved alternate 
assessment. 

 Meet the district attendance policy. 

 Earn a total of 135 credits to graduate.  

 Take three years of math that includes Algebra 1, Geometry and a higher level math course.  
Students must also take and pass TIES and Financial Literacy. 

 

COURSE SELECTIONS 

 

Required Areas/Disciplines of 
Study 

Class of 
2021 

Class of 
2022 

Class of 
2023 

Class of 
2024 

English 4 years 4 years  4 years 4 years 

World History 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year 

United States History 2 years 2 years 2 years 2 years 

Mathematics 3 years 3 years 3 years 3 years 

Science 3 years 3 years 3 years 3 years 

World Language 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year 

Health and Physical Education 4 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 

Visual and Performing Arts 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year 

21st Century Life 1 year including 
TIES 

1 year including 
TIES 

1 year including 
TIES 

1 year including 
TIES 

Financial Literacy 1/2 year 1/2 year 1/2 year 1/2 year 
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When making course selections each school year, students need to consider their future goals and 
aspirations.  Counselors will assist in this area and make recommendations to ensure that graduation 
requirements are met and that students plan a program that will keep a variety of post-secondary doors 
open.  Below are the minimum course selection requirements by grade level.   

 
OCEAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL MINIMUM COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR 2020-2021 

 Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior 

     

English English 9 English 10 English 11 English 12 

Health and PE Health/PE 9 Health/PE 10 Health/PE 11 Health/PE 12 

Mathematics Math  Math  Math   

Social Studies World History U.S. History 1 U.S. History 2  

Science Science  Science  Science   

World Language World Language    

Visual/Performing Arts **    
21st Century Life *TIES ( Meets ½ of 

21st Century Life) 
   

Financial Literacy *Financial Literacy    

 
* Required course for freshmen to meet graduation requirement. 

 
**In order to satisfy the Visual/Performing Arts graduation requirement, freshmen may opt to take one of 
the following: 

Art Appreciation/Intro. to Art Music Appreciation/Practical Dramatics  Freshmen Choir 
 Concert Band   Music Theory                String Orchestra 
 
*** In order to satisfy the 21st Century Life graduation requirement, freshmen may opt to take one of the 
following: 

Criminal Justice 1 Intro to Design Tech  Mechanical Drawing Video Game Design 
Stage Acting  
Intro to TV/Film Production (Entry course for the STEM TV/Media Program)  
Intro to Engineering Design (Entry course for the STEM-Engineering Program) 

 
 
NOTES TO ABOVE: 
 

 All students are required to enroll in a minimum of 35 credits (7 courses) per year. 

 Co-curricular eligibility (sports, clubs, and activities) is tied to success in the classroom.  Students 
must pass 6 classes (minimum of 30 credits) the year prior to participation in the fall.  In order to 
participate in spring co-curricular sports and activities, students must be passing 6 courses 
(minimum of 15 credits) at the conclusion of the first semester. 

 The above reflects State of NJ eligibility.  OCHS also has an eligibility policy that is outlined in 
the student handbook.  Students must meet BOTH standards of eligibility in order to participate. 

 Although seniors and juniors have less required courses, their schedules will be driven by their 
future aspirations as they elect to pursue a particular area of emphasis or interest.  

 
New Jersey Graduation Testing Requirements: 
(NJDOE) 
The state (NJDOE) test is the New Jersey Student Learning Assessment (NJSLA) and the following high 
school assessment graduation requirements are in place for the Classes of 2021 and 2022: 
In English Language Arts/Literacy, students must demonstrate proficiency: 

1. On NJSLA/PARCC ELA 10 
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2. By meeting the designated cut score on an alternative assessment such as other high school-
level NJSLA/PARCC assessments, the SAT, ACT, or ACCUPLACER; or  
3. By submitting, through the district, a student portfolio appeal to the New Jersey Department of 
Education.  
 

In Mathematics, students must demonstrate proficiency:  
1. On NJSLA/PARCC Algebra I; or  
2. By meeting the designated cut sore on an alternative assessment such as other high school-
level NJSLA/PARCC assessments, the SAT, ACT, or ACCUPLACER; or  
3. By submitting, through the district, a student portfolio appeal to the New Jersey Department of 
Education. 

 
 

Guidance Services 
 

The Ocean City High School Guidance Program subscribes to the overall philosophies and objectives of 
the school.  Its primary goal is to help students realize their full potential as human beings.  The program 
encourages self-growth by helping students successfully meet the challenges of living.  It also encourages 
self-direction and decision-making based on a system of values, which allow maximum individual growth 
within the framework of a well-ordered society.  In their role as student advocates, counselors serve as a 
liaison between home and school.  Helping students make good decisions in terms of their education and 
personal lives is an important function of the high school counselor.  Much of the time is dedicated to 
developing a post-secondary plan that is appropriate for the student.  This is a joint endeavor that involves 
not only the counselor and the student, but also the family.  Planning an appropriate program of study is an 
integral component of this process.  Counselors will always seek to have students challenge themselves 
both in and out of the classroom.  
 
Course selection will take place during the winter months.  Letters/emails will be sent home telling students 
and parents about the timeline for scheduling.  Take the time to review this publication so you are prepared 
and have a good understanding of the courses and programs available to you.  Parents are always welcome 
to attend these meetings or may come in to discuss their child’s program at a more convenient time. 
 
Thinking about college? Those students planning to attend a 4-year college immediately after high school 
need to plan a program of studies that will enable them to have this option.  Your aspirations will be 
discussed at every scheduling conference.  During your junior year scheduling conference, a college search 
will be performed if you have not already been actively working in this area.  We strongly recommend that 
you meet with your counselor early in you high school years to discuss this and begin considering and 
visiting potential colleges.  
 
Opportunities are available through the school year for students to meet with college, military and 
other post-secondary institutions admissions representatives at Ocean City High School. Visit 
Naviance for a list of those opportunities and to sign up. 
 
Colleges vary greatly in their selectivity.  Students should always challenge themselves and take the 
strongest program they can handle.  “The strength of a student’s schedule and the grades earned within 
that program are still the most important factors in college admissions and may have a direct impact on the 
quality of a student’s SAT or ACT scores.” 
 
A minimum of 16 academic units is required for consideration at most 4-year institutions.  This should 
include the following:  
 

 English   Four Years 

 Mathematics  Three years or more – no less than Algebra 1, 2 and   
   Geometry (Many are requiring 4 years) 
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 World Language Two years of the same language – 3-5 often desirable 

 Science   Three years with at least 2 lab sciences 

 History   Three years – including World History, US 1 and 2 
 
Please remember, these are minimum requirements.  Success in Honors and AP classes is required for 
applicants to be considered at more selective colleges. 
 
College-Bound Evening Presentations:  In order to assist students and parents with the various aspects 
concerning college attendance, the guidance department hosts several evening meetings to facilitate the 
process.  Our goal is to make students and parents educated consumers. 
 

 9th and 10th grade – “Early College Planning” – Although it is never too early, we host a 
presentation in the winter to provide information to students and parents that expands on what they 
heard at our 8th grade orientation meetings.  If families can’t attend the 9th grade session, they are 
welcome to attend in 10th grade session. 

 11th grade – A Fall session focuses on the use of Family Connection, the OCHS College Planning 
guide, the college admissions process, visiting college campuses, NCAA Eligibility and testing.  In 
the Spring the College/Career Counselor visits junior classes to initiate post-secondary planning 
discussion. 

 9th - 11th grade - The Spring presentation is a college admission panel of college admission 
counselors who focus on all aspects of the college admission and selection process. 

 12th grade – In September, the College/Career Counselor visits senior classes to provide 
information on post-secondary planning and the Guidance Department’s college application 
procedures. In late September we reconvene for “Senior Financial Aid Night” that provides our 
parents with the information they need to apply for financial aid and how to interpret the packages 
they may receive from the colleges. 

 
Testing for College Admissions - Advice in this area is very student-specific and counselor opinions 
should be gathered in terms of when, and which tests to take.  Below is a thumb-nail sketch of 
opportunities and general recommendations. 

 9th grade – All ninth graders will take The PSAT 9 (see below). 

 10th grade – Students will take the PSAT that is offered in October. Fee is paid by the district.  

 11th grade – All juniors will take the PSAT in October (even if they took it as sophomores).  Fee is 
paid by the district. This is the only year in which students are considered for NMSQT Scholarships 
that are related to junior PSAT scores.  We encourage juniors to take the SAT twice this year. 
Subject tests may be taken in the spring if necessary.  Students are also encouraged to take the 
ACT.  As with most college related matters, consult your counselor. 

 12th grade – Seniors will take the SAT and/or ACT again in the fall if needed. 
 
PSAT/NMSQT – National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test As previously stated; all juniors will take 
the PSAT in October.  The junior year results are the only scores considered in the annual scholarship 
competition sponsored by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  Although the test is administered 
nationally, the scores required for consideration vary by state.  Students honored as commended, semi-
finalist or finalist may find this enhances their resume for college admissions and future scholarship 
opportunities.  
 
PSAT 9 – The College Board has developed this instrument to provide students with an early assessment 
of their college and career readiness.  The test measures critical reading, mathematics and writing skills 
using PSAT-type questions based on the College Board Standards for College Success. 
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GRADING 

Although students and parents can track student grades during the school year through “PowerSchool”, 
parents are formally notified via email, how their children are doing 8 times each year.  Interim grades are 
issued midway through each of the 4 marking periods and report cards are issued at the end of each 
quarter.  The final grade for each course is notated on the transcript. 
 
Grading Scale 

Conversion Factor for  
 Report Card Grade  Equivalent Letter Grades  GPA/Rank  
         98-100           A+       4.33 
         95-97           A       4.00 
         92-94           A-       3.67 
         89-91           B+       3.33 
         86-88           B       3.00 
         83-85           B-       2.67 
         80-82           C+       2.33 
         77-79           C       2.00 
         74-76           C-       1.67 
         71-73           D+       1.33 
         68-70           D       1.00 
         65-67           D-       0 .67 
          0-64           F       0.00 
 

The final grade is calculated as per the following:   

 Full year course – the 4 marking period grades are added together and divided by 4.  This grade 
is then multiplied by 85%.  An End of Course (EOC) assessment will be administered at the end 
of the year and count for 10% of the final grade.  Four Quarterly Benchmark Assessments 
(QBAs) are given throughout the year (one per marking period) and have a value of 1.25%.  The 
four QBAs are averaged together to represent 5% of the final grade.   
 

 Semester course – the 2 marking period grades are added together and divided by 2.  This grade 
is then multiplied by 97.5%. Two Quarterly Benchmark Assessments (QBAs) are given (one per 
marking period) and have a value of 1.25%.  The two of these averaged together contribute to 
2.5% of the final grade.  There is no separate EOC assessment.  

 
Students who receive an “Incomplete (IN)” on their report cards due to absence must make up the work 
within a 2-week period following the issuance of report cards or the grade automatically becomes an “F”. 
 
Other Grading Notes- Students may make schedule adjustments during the school year that have an 
impact on their record.  The following designations may appear on a student’s report card and their 
transcript:  WP – withdrew passing, WF – withdrew failing, LC – loss of credit due to attendance. 
 
Citizenship – Ocean City School District promotes and acknowledges the role that good citizenship plays 
in fostering a positive learning environment.  Although citizenship is not considered in the calculation of 
grades, it is noted on the report card.  The following letters are listed next to each posted grade: 
 
  O – Outstanding S – Satisfactory  U - Unsatisfactory  
 
Note: 2 or more Us will make a student ineligible for co-curricular activities – See your student handbook 
for a complete description of the Eligibility Policy. 
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Honor Roll – Students performing at a high academic level each marking period will be recognized by 
being placed on the “Honor Roll”. The following GPAs (out to four decimal places and not rounded up) 
serve to qualify students for one of our two levels of recognition: 
 
   3.8000 and above  Distinguished Honors    
   3.3000 to 3.7999 (weighted) Honors 
 
Graduation – Students graduating with a weighted GPA of 3.3000 – 3.7999 (not rounded up) will receive 
a silver tassel.  Students graduating with a weighted GPA of 3.8000 and above will receive a gold tassel. 
  

Scheduling Policies 
 
Guidelines for Schedule Changes 
Any schedule issue should be discussed with the appropriate counselor. Students can make appointments 
with counselors by contacting the Guidance Secretary at 609-814-4214 or by completing an appointment 
slip in the Guidance Office. 
 
At OCHS every effort is made to give students a schedule of classes that were requested during the course 
selection process.  After the initial course selection process concludes in late winter/early spring, there will 
be an opportunity during the first week of June to make changes to initial selections with parent & teacher 
approval. The school’s master schedule and staffing is built upon careful and deliberate course selections 
made by students. Every effort should be made by students, counselors, parents, and teachers to ensure 
that the courses selected are appropriate for the students. No changes to course selections will be 
considered after the first week in June unless there are extraordinary circumstances. Administrative 
approval will be required for this circumstance. Course level changes will only be considered after the 1st 
Marking Period Interim Grades of the school year up until the 2nd Marking Period Interim Grades. These 
changes will also require administrative approval. 
 
Grading Guidelines for Course Withdrawals 
 Full Year Course – 

1) Dropped prior to Interims being published 1st MP, no record of course will appear 
on the student’s record. 

  2) Dropped after Interims are published, but before the end of the second MP,  
   WP of WF will appear on the student’s record. 
  3) Dropped after 2nd MP grades are published; F will appear on the student’s  
   record.  A grade of 64 will be placed on the transcript for GPA calculation. 

 
First Semester Course – 

  1) Dropped prior to Interims being published 1st MP, no record of course will appear 
   on the student’s record. 
  2) Dropped after Interims are published, but before the end of the 1st MP;  
   WP of WF will appear on the student’s record. 
  3) Dropped after Report Cards are published the 1st MP; F will appear on the  
   student’s record.  A grade of 64 will be placed on the transcript for GPA   
   calculation. 
 Second Semester Course – 
  1) Dropped prior to Interims being published 3rd MP, no record of course will  
   appear  on the student’s record. 
  2) Dropped after Interims are published, but before the end of the 3rd MP,   
   WP of WF will appear on the student’s record. 
  3) Dropped after Report Cards are published the 3rd MP; F will appear on the  
   student’s record.  A grade of 64 will be placed on the transcript for GPA   
   calculation. 
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Grade Point Average (GPA) / Rank Calculation 
 

A student’s cumulative GPA is calculated at the end of each semester. Marking period GPAs are also 
computed for honor roll consideration. GPA’s are calculated out to four decimal places. All GPAs are 
computed using a weighting factor.  Courses receive additional weight based upon the following: 
 

Academy of Finance (AF) courses, second level PTE and second level TV Media courses  
- additional 10% / multiplier = 1.1 

  Honors (HN) courses – additional 20% / multiplier = 1.2 
  Advanced Placement (AP) courses – additional 30% / multiplier = 1.3 
 
Computing a student’s GPA involves the following steps: 

 Convert the final grade in the course to the appropriate factor – example 92 = 3.67 

 Multiply the conversion factor by the credits for the course – example 3.67 X 5.00 credits = 18.35 
quality points. 

 After adding all the quality points together, divide this number by the number of credits attempted. 

 If any of the above courses are weighted, multiply the quality points by the weighting factor before 
adding the points together. 

 
 
EXAMPLE:     
Course  Final Grade GPA/Factor Credits Att.  Quality Pts. Wgt. Quality Pts.  
Algebra 1CP       85       2.67        5.0      13.35 1.0     13.35 
HN English 9       89       3.33        5.0      16.65 1.2     19.98 
AF Accounting       93       3.67                   5.0                 18.35             1.1     20.185 
TIES        95       4.00          2.5      10.00 1.0     10.000 
           17.5         63.515 
 
The student’s weighted GPA = 63.515 (Quality Pts.) divided by 17.5 (Credits Attempted) = 3.6294 
 

OCHS Academic Recognition 
 

Class rank is not recorded on transcripts nor is class rank announced to students. Weighted GPA class 
rank is only utilized when required for college admission and/or college/institutional scholarships.  
 

Summa Cum Laude:  4.6+ 
Magna Cum Laude: 4.3 - 4.599 

Cum Laude: 4.0 - 4.299 

 
Students that transfer into OCHS with past credits earned in Honors and AP courses will receive the extra 
value they would have been awarded as a member of our student body.  Honors and/or AP courses that 
either we do not offer, or that were not offered in a particular year, will not be given the added weight.  

 
Special Programs 

 
Dual Credit Opportunities 
Ocean City High School offers Dual Credit Opportunities with Stockton University, Rowan University 
Atlantic Cape Community College, and Rider University.   These agreements provide students enrolled in 
specific dual enrollment courses the opportunity to obtain college credit.    
  
In order to participate in this program, the student must:  

 Be enrolled in a dual credit eligible course and meet the college/university grading expectations. 

(Grading Expectations Vary)  

 Complete a dual credit application and registration with the college/university 
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 Remit tuition for the course to the college/university. 

 Upon successful completion of the course, the student must request an official transcript from the 

college/university.   

Course offerings for the 2020-2021 school year are reviewed and updated annually.  Once Dual Credit 
articulation agreements are signed with Ocean City High School, students and parents are notified of 
approved courses by September of the school year in which they can apply. Dual Credit opportunities are 
listed below. 
 
 

OCHS Course ACCC Course Credits 

College Accounting ACCT 130 Financial Accounting    4 
Business Management AF BUSN 101 Intro to Business    3 
Macroeconomics AF ECON 110 Macroeconomics    3 
Microeconomics AF ECON 210 Microeconomics        3 
HN French 2 FREN 111 Elementary French I 3 
HN French 3 FREN 112 Elementary French II        3 
HN Spanish 3 SPAN 111 Elementary Spanish I 3 
HN Spanish 4 SPAN 112 Elementary Spanish II        3 
   

 
OCHS Course Stockton University Course Credits 
HN Pre Calculus MATH 1100 Pre Calculus 

Mathematics 
4 

AP Biology BIOL 1200 Cells and Molecules 4 
AP Biology Lab BIOL 1205 Cells and Molecules Lab 1 
News Broadcasting/"Current 
OC" Broadcast Program 

GAH 1226 Tech of Film and Video 4 

Holocaust/Genocide Studies 
ADV    
 

GSS 2240 The Holocaust 4 

 
OCHS Course Rowan University Course EXAM/PLTW 
Intro to Engineering Design Engineering Clinic I  
Principles of Engineering Engineering II  

1. Complete the four year sequence of Engineering courses through the PTLW at OCHS 

2. Complete the end of course exam earning a score of 5.5 ( no score lower than 4.0)  

3.  Must be accepted into the Rowan University Engineering program 

4. Available to the graduating class of 2020-22     

 
OCHS Course Rider University Course Credits 
Tomorrow’s Teachers IND 101 Introduction to Education 3 

 
Pre-College / OCHS Dual Diploma (earn an associate degree concurrently with your OCHS diploma) 
 
In conjunction with Atlantic Cape Community College (ACCC), OCHS offers a Pre-College Program.  The 
Pre-College Program supports the national initiative and state call for the promotion of increased 
cooperation between secondary schools and institutions of higher education.  The national Early College 
High School initiative encourages educational partnerships to increase the access of motivated high school 
students to the educational resources of institutions of higher education, earning dual credits, Associate 
Degrees and career certifications by the end of 12th grade.  Therefore, the Pre-College Program 
offered at OCHS will become the official Associate Degree pathway earned at ACCC. 
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In general, an Associate’s degree represents 60 credits of a prescribed program of coursework.  Through 
the ”Dual Credit” and Advanced Placement program(s), a student can accrue up to 30 credits of the required 
60 credits for the Associate degree at OCHS.  Dual Credit courses are defined as college-level courses 
taught at the high school by high school instructors.  The remaining 30 credits must be taken through 
ACCC.  All/most of college courses taken at ACCC will count towards OCHS graduation requirements as 
well. Student/families need to plan their pathway with both their OCHS counselor and counselors at 
ACCC.  All tuition and fees are paid for by the student/families.  Through the financial aid office at ACCC, 
there may be grant/aid and scholarship opportunities.   
Ask you guidance counselor and/or the college/career counselor for more details about the Pre-College 
Program / Dual Diploma at OCHS. 
 
Virtual High School 

The Ocean City School District is pleased to provide the opportunity for eligible high school seniors to take 
online courses through Virtual High School (VHS). The Virtual High School is a high quality online course 
provider that works in cooperation with local schools to provide enriching online courses. Virtual High 
School is a collaborative effort of hundreds of high schools from across the country and around the world. 
It will offer our students a way to expand their educational opportunities and 21st century skills in an entirely 
new way via the Internet. VHS is nationally accredited by the Middle States Commission for Secondary 
Education and the Northwest Accreditation Commission. The VHS online design and delivery standards 
are in alignment with the National Education Association recommended standards for online teaching and 
learning. Eligible students interested in Virtual High School opportunities should consult with their 
Guidance Counselor to discuss these opportunities in more detail and obtain an application with 
additional guidelines. Virtual High School opportunities are listed below.  

 
Ocean City Virtual High School Course offerings for the 2020-2021 school year: 

 
Advanced Placement 
AP Art History 
AP Economics 
AP European History 
 
 
Arts 
Art History* (Honors) 
Creating Art History 
Music: Fundamentals of Composition 
 
 
Business 
Business and Personal Law 
Entrepreneurship 
International Business 
Investing in the Stock Market 
 
Computer Science and Technology 
Programming and Visual Basic 
Web Design 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mathematics 
Essential Math for College and Careers 
Mathematics of Electricity 
Number Theory 
 
Science 
Animal Behavior and Zoology (Honors) 
Biochemistry (Honors) 
Bioethics (Honors) 
Epidemics 
Meteorology  
Nuclear Science 
Pre-veterinary Medicine (Honors)  
 
World Languages 
German Language and Culture 
Mandarin Chinese Language and Culture 
Portuguese I 
Russian Language and Culture 
Greek 
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Engineering 
Engineering for Sustainable Energy 
 
Language Arts 
Creative Writing 
Fantasy and Science Fiction Short Stories 
Film and Literature 
Horror Writers 
Poetry Writing 
Screenwriting Fundamentals 
 
Life Skills/Health 
Digital Citizenship 
Employability Skills 
Preparing for College 
 
Notes: 
For full course descriptions, please visit the Virtual High 
School webpage at www.vhs.org 
 

Social Studies 
Constitutional Law (Honors) 
Contemporary Issues in American Law and Justice 
Criminology (Honors) 
Peacemaking 
Practical Law 
Psychology of Crime (Honors) 
Sports and Society 
The Glory of Ancient Rome (Honors) 
The Holocaust 
World Conflict: A United Nations Introduction 
 
 
 
 

Option II Course Overview 
Ocean City High School is firmly committed to offering a broad and diverse curriculum to each and every 
student. Our traditional program provides a level playing field in which students can excel. However, in an 
ever-changing and competitive world, students often seek opportunities outside our regular program. These 
opportunities can enhance, enrich and accelerate the educational experience. 
 
Option II courses and opportunities may include, but are not limited to, one or more of the following: 
independent study, student exchange programs, online/distance learning, and/or other structured learning 
experiences. In addition, N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1 permits district boards of education to recognize successful 
completion of an accredited college course that assures achievement of the knowledge and skills delineated 
in the Core Curriculum Content Standards or includes learning that builds on and goes beyond the 
standards. 
 
All courses taken in this manner must be pre- approved by the School Principal prior to enrolling; 
students may not apply for Option II  after they have completed a course. The course and grade 
achieved along with the credit value will be listed on the student’s transcript, but it will not be 
counted in the calculation of GPA and Class Rank.  Courses taken prior to the official start of a 
student’s freshman year (September 1st) will not appear on the OCHS transcript under any 
circumstances. 
 
Any student interested in Option II opportunities should consult with their Guidance Counselor to 
discuss these opportunities in more detail and obtain an application with additional guidelines. 
Parents/Guardians are responsible for all expenses associated with Opti on II courses. Option II 
opportunities do not replace the requirement to be enrolled in 35 credits (7 courses).  

 
School Choice at Ocean City High School:  Students from outside the Ocean City educational community 
may apply to become students at Ocean City High School through the following programs: 
 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
Performing Arts 
Ocean City Academy of Finance and Banking 
Tomorrow’s Teachers 
TV/Media 
American Sign Language 
Criminal Justice   
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Each program is outlined below along with entry requirements.  For a complete description of “School 
Choice” in Ocean City School District, please visit our district website at www.oceancityschools.org 
 
STEM Academy: Recently there has been a growing concern that the United States is not preparing a 
sufficient number of students, teachers, and practitioners in the areas of science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM).  High schools, universities, and industries around the country have a renewed 
emphasis on the sciences and technology.  Ocean City High School’s STEM Program affords students a 
rigorous program that includes core courses in science and math and allows students to choose from one 
of two technologies: Engineering or TV/Media. 
 

Students who qualify for entry and complete the OCHS STEM program will receive an endorsement on 
their OCHS diploma and recognition at graduation.  More importantly, the students that successfully 
complete the program will have established a solid career path in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics.  
 
There are two components of the Science and Technology Choice Program: the core academic courses 
and the elective core in technologies. 
 
Core Academic – A minimum of 3 Honors level courses must be taken from the list below and a minimum 
of one Advanced Placement course in both Math and Science (prior to graduation to receive certification). 
 
 Science:   Biology, Chemistry and Physics – AP Biology, AP Physics and/or AP Chemistry  
               (Biotechnology/Forensic Science may be substituted for AP Course)  
 
 Math:     Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus – AP Calculus 1 AB, AP Calculus 2 BC,   
   AP Computer Science A and/or AP Statistics and Probability 
 
Core Elective Technologies – The technology electives are chosen based upon the student’s interest.  
There are two paths that students may pursue: 1) Pathway to Engineering (uses “Project Lead the Way” 
curriculum) or 2) TV/Media Productions.  The elective courses required in each program are listed below. 
 
 Pathway to Engineering: 
 
   Tier One: Foundation Courses – both required 

 Introduction to Engineering Design (9th grade req.) 

 Principles of Engineering* 

Tier Two: Specialization Courses– min. of 1 

 Aerospace Engineering* 

 Civil Engineering and Architecture* 

 Digital Electronics* 
 

   Tier Three: Capstone Course – senior year requirement 

 Engineering Design and Development* 
OR  

TV/Media Productions:   
   Intro to TV/Film Production (9th grade req.) 
   TV/Media Production 1 
   TV/Media Production 2* 
   TV/Media Production  
NOTE: Students who do not wish to participate in the STEM program in its entirety may take one or more 
classes as electives to explore a possible interest.  However, students who have met the academic 
requirements for entry to STEM and who are actively taking the required coursework for certification will 
receive priority in scheduling. All courses above with an asterisk (*) receive an additional 10% of value 
when computing a student’s GPA. 

http://www.oceancityschools.org/
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STEM Academic Requirements for current 8th grade student –  

- A score of 737 or higher for 6th or 7th or 8th grade PARCC Summative Assessment in both 

Mathematics and Language Arts. A combination of testing years is allowable. 

- Academic grades of B or higher in all academic courses as demonstrated on the final report 

card from 7th or 8th grade. 

- Two letters of recommendation from a minimum of 2 academic teachers or counselors in 7th or 
8th grade. 

   
Performing Arts Academy: This program is designed for the serious-minded student who wishes to 
explore their artistic discipline in one of two elective areas: Dance Fitness and Instrumental Music.  
 
Dance Fitness: The goal of the Dance Fitness elective is to introduce students to a variety of dance 
disciplines and equip them with the technical proficiency in at least one discipline.  A secondary goal of the 
Dance Fitness elective is for students to develop an appreciation and scientific knowledge of dance as a 
physically demanding movement.  In addition, students will gain a basic understanding of the dance 
disciplines through the demonstration of critical and creative skill applications within each discipline.  The 
basic dance disciplines are: Jazz, Ballet, Zumba, Modern, and Country Line. Students will decide if they 
wish to participate in the Dance Fitness curriculum beginning in their sophomore year – Dr. Ed/PE Dance 
10, Health/PE Dance 11 and Health/PE Dance 12. A recital will be required of students participating in 
Advanced Dance 
 
Instrumental:  The goal of the Instrumental Music elective is to provide students that possess an 
intermediate level ability with a program to develop a high degree of ability in at least one musical 
instrument.  Students will learn and apply traditional music theory and gain a historical and cultural 
awareness of a variety of instruments and genres. 
  
Experiencing Instrumental Music with the following courses available and a minimum of 20 credits 
required: 
Piano 
AP Music Theory  
Wind Ensemble 
Concert Band (9-12) 
Instrument Improvisation 
String Orchestra. 
 
The Ocean City Academy of Finance/Banking: The OCAFB is supported by many local companies, 
banks and insurance agencies. The academy offers college level courses which enrich the traditional 
business curriculum. It is supported by an Advisory Board composed of local employers and educators who 
coordinate opportunities for students to job shadow and internships that help to connect the real world to 
the classroom studies. Students that have an interest in either owning their own business or majoring in a 
business related field should consider becoming a part of the Academy and taking courses designated as 
(AF).  Students that wish to participate in the academy should have a minimum of a 2.0 GPA and have 
completed Algebra 1. It is strongly recommended that students in the Academy participate in DECA. 
 
Experiencing The Ocean City Academy of Finance/Banking with the following courses available and a 
minimum of 20 credits required:  
Business Management AF 
Macroeconomics AF 
Microeconomics AF 
Banking, Credit and Insurance AF 
Securities and Investments AF 
College Accounting AF. 
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All courses designated as AF will receive an additional weighted value of 10% when calculating the 
student’s GPA.  Students also have the opportunity to earn college credits after successfully completing 
College Accounting AF, Management AF, Economics AF, and Microeconomics AF and meeting the 
admission requirements of Atlantic Cape Community College.  A college transcript will be issued and the 
credits are transferable to other colleges and universities. Students will pay a discounted fee for the credits 
as well as a one-time application fee. 
 
Career Technical Education (CTE) : Marketing/Marketing Management 
 
OCHS offers a Career Technical Education (CTE) program in the area of Marketing/Marketing 
Management.  CTE programs are designed to bring career interests and coursework together.  
 

Experiencing CTE: Marketing/Marketing Management with the following courses required:  
Fashion Marketing and Merchandising 
Hospitality, Tourism & Real Estate Services 
Marketing & Sports Entertainment 

 
CTE students must participate in the Career and Technical Student Organization:  DECA and attain a 
passing score on the A*S*K* Institute:  Fundamental Marketing Concepts exam.  
 
CTE programs of study require at least one Structured Learning Experiences (SLE) during the program of 
studies.  SLEs are experiential, supervised educational activities designed to provide students with 
exposure to the requirements and responsibilities of specific job titles or job groups and to assist them in 
gaining employment skills and making career and educational decisions. SLE experiences can include job 
shadowing, cooperative education experiences, volunteering, apprenticeships, internships, or school-
based enterprises.  The on-campus SLE will feature opportunities in the school store: Raider Retailers.  Off-
campus opportunities can also be explored.  At the conclusion of meeting all CTE requirements, students 
will be awarded a certificate of completion and may include their CTE experience in their college and career 
post-secondary planning. 
 
Tomorrow’s Teachers Academy: 
The Tomorrow’s Teachers program has been designed to attract students who possess exemplary 
interpersonal and leadership skills needed to consider a career in teaching.  The program of studies will 
focus on psychology and the basic principles of human behavior and development, the study of the physical, 
social, emotional, intellectual and moral development of children, and will provide students with challenging, 
real-world projects and hands-on classroom experience typical of the educational field.  Additionally, the 
program provides aspiring future teachers with the tools necessary to become community leaders with 
insights about teachers and schools that will enable them to be advocates of education.  
 
Experiencing Education with the following courses required:  
Tomorrow’s Teachers 
Child Development 
Behavioral Science 
AP Psychology 
 
Criminal Justice Academy: 
The Criminal Justice Academy affords students unique educational opportunities and real world 
experiences surrounding the criminal justice field.  The criminal justice academy will provide students with 
theoretical, practical and professional knowledge to be successful in the fields of policing, corrections, 
courts, and related service careers.  Students will engage in challenging courses that stress academics and 
applied skills while developing characteristics of leadership and integrity.   
 
Experiencing Criminal Justice with the following courses required: 
Criminal Justice I 
Criminal Justice II 
Biotechnology: Forensic Science 
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Behavioral Science or AP Psychology 
 
American Sign Language Academy:  
This Academy has been designed to attract students who love the way language can be used to make 
meaningful connections, have a passion for learning about diverse cultures and are interested in one day 
pursuing a career working with American Sign Language and the deaf community. The program of studies 
will focus on developing linguistic proficiency in ASL, a firm knowledge of deaf history, deaf culture and the 
everyday experiences of deafness. Students will learn about the importance of an inclusive environment 
where differences of opinions, beliefs, and values are sought, respected, and valued. Through rigorous 
coursework and real-world experience, students will understand the values of deaf and hard of hearing 
Americans with diverse perspectives, experiences, and abilities. Additionally, the program will provide 
aspiring ASL professionals with the tools necessary to become community leaders, advocates in education 
and allies in the deaf community. 
 
Experiencing American Sign Language with the following courses required: 
American Sign Language 1 Adv. 
American Sign Language 2 Adv. 
Honors American Sign Language 
 
DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America): The mission of DECA is to enhance the co–curricular 
education of students with interest in marketing, management, finance, hospitality, sales, and 
entrepreneurship.  DECA successfully guides students in the following areas: developing skills and 
competency for business careers, building self-esteem, experiencing leadership, and participating in 
community service. DECA is committed to the advocacy of marketing education and the growth of 
business/education partnerships. The program is designed for students who are   academically focused 
with a desire to compete in areas related to business. 
 
DECA’s co-curricular programs complement nationally recognized curriculum standards in the classroom 
and then go further to incorporate realistic educational experiences not available through classroom 
instruction alone. DECA is an association of students, teachers, and administrators and is recognized and 
endorsed by all 50 state departments of education and the U.S. Department of Education. 
 
New Jersey DECA has three levels of competition: regional, state, and international.  NJ DECA begins with 
a series of regional conferences.  The winners from the regional conferences are then eligible for the State 
Career Development Conference (state competition).  The winners from the State Career Development 
Conference are then eligible for the International Career Development Conference (national competition). 
Competitive events in DECA cover all components of business education and range in student choice from, 
but not limited to, Business Law, Accounting, Hospitality, and Sports and Entertainment Marketing.  
Students have the ability to choose an area of expertise and demonstrate their knowledge in that field. 
 
Advanced Placement Program:  Academically talented students are offered a robust AP program that 
includes 19 course offerings.  Each AP exam costs $94 which is paid for by the student.  Students that 
qualify for free and reduced lunch may qualify for a greatly reduced cost.  Each college determines the 
qualifying score and amount of credit to be awarded at their institution.  See the descriptions under each 
content area for more information. 
 
Extension Program:  Ocean City High School has developed an alternative high school program that runs 
from 1:30 – 5:30 PM for selected students.  Juniors and seniors that may have credit, attendance or 
behavioral issues may be considered for this program.  Placement is determined by the high school 
administration. 
 
Special Education: Students suspected of having a disability that inhibits their ability to experience 
success in the classroom may be referred for an evaluation to determine their eligibility for special education 
programs and services.  The Child Study Team (CST) that is comprised of a school psychologist, a learning 
disabilities teacher consultant and a school social worker may perform a comprehensive educational 
evaluation.  A student’s eligibility for special educational services is determined by the CST’s assessment 
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in consultation with the student’s parents and teachers.  A student is classified as “eligible for special 
education and related services” when it is determined the student has a disability that adversely affects the 
educational performance and the student is in need of special education supports and services.  Eligible 
students are provided with an Individualized Education Program (IEP), which is designed to meet the unique 
learning needs of the student.   
Course selection is a joint venture that involves the IEP Team, the parent and the student.  Selection is 
driven by the student’s IEP and delivered in either the college prep classroom without support, in the college 
prep classroom with support or through resource center instruction outside of the college prep classroom.   
 
Life Skills Program: OCHS offers special class programming for students with intensive educational 
needs.  Unless otherwise specified in the IEP, instruction in the core curriculum content standards is 
provided with the objective of helping students master the functional skills necessary for independent living.  
Placement in a Life Skills course is determined by the IEP team. 
 
Homebound Instruction: There are a variety of circumstances that may arise during a school year that 
prevent a student from attending school.  These include, but are not limited to physical illness, mental health 
treatment, substance abuse treatment, pregnancy, disciplinary infractions, etc. The obligations of the 
school, student and family in assisting students faced with these situations are outlined in NJ Administrative 
Code 6A:16 and in accordance with OC Board Policies.  If it is necessary for a student to be out of school 
for 10 or more consecutive or 15 cumulative school days, the family should contact the appropriate school 
nurse to obtain a Request for Home Instruction form.  This form will provide the school with the necessary 
information and releases to begin the delivery of services.  After the information is verified by the school 
physician, the family will be contacted by the Home Instruction Liaison, school counselor and/or 
instructor(s). 
 
Home instruction will meet the requirements as outlined in N.J.A.C. 6A:8.  The student will receive 
instruction that will meet the Core Curriculum Content Standards and those requirements that the OC Board 
of Education has approved for graduation.  OCHS uses on-line computer based instruction for long term 
HB situations with support provided through the contracted agency. 
 
ELL Program: The Ell program teaches English language proficiency in the areas of reading, writing, 
speaking and listening to English language learners.  The program is designed to ensure linguistic, 
academic, and social-cultural success.  Instruction is provided progressively in five language proficiency 
levels: Entering, Beginning, Developing, Expanding, and Bridging.  Students study themes and topics for 
language acquisition with emphasis on vocabulary and grammar structures. 
 
 

Academic Levels/Course Coding  
  
 

 
 
 

 
Ocean City High School recognizes that students are at varying levels of academic development.  To best 
serve the needs of a diverse population, our curriculum is delivered at four different levels of difficulty.  
Based on demonstrated achievement and motivation students can move from one level of ability to another 
(see note on next page).  In structuring these levels, the following criteria have been established: 
 
 1. Complexity of content and pace of instruction 
 2. Difficulty and amount of reading material 
 3.  Abstract reading and problem solving skills 
 4. Integration of previously learned material 
 5. Quality and frequency of homework and independent assignments 
 6. Level of mastery of course proficiencies 
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NOTE: Students wishing to advance to the next level of difficulty must earn a minimum final grade in the 
current level or obtain a recommendation from their current teacher (except in the case of moving to Honors 
which requires both).   
 
 
Four situations to note: 

 
1.)  Students wishing to move from a CP level to Advanced must obtain a grade of 92 or higher in the 
previous related course or obtain a recommendation from your current teacher. 
 
2.)  Students wishing to move from an Advanced level to Honors must obtain a grade of 92 or higher in 
the previous related course and obtain a recommendation from your current teacher *This is also true for 
a student wishing to move from CP or Advanced to AP. 
 
3.)  Students wishing to move from an Honors level to AP must have an 83 or higher in the related Honors 
course and obtain a recommendation from your current teacher. 
 
A Course Request Waiver Form is available to a student who does not meet the minimum grade 
requirements in a course and has not received a teacher recommendation.  Students in grades 10-12 
enrolling in a course using a waiver will not be permitted to drop the course or change the level for 
the duration of the school year.  Ninth graders who have used a waiver may change levels one time 
prior to Interims being published for the second marking period. 

 
An overview of the various levels of instruction follows: 
 
College Preparatory (CP): Courses designated as CP are intended for students at grade level in their 
academic skills.  Student ability level will be determined by previous academic achievement and 
standardized test scores where available. Students enrolled in courses designated as CP will receive 
instruction that will prepare them to enter colleges with open or less competitive enrollment criteria as well 
as other post-secondary schools or the work force. 
 
Advanced (ADV): Courses designated as ADV are intended for students with strong academic skills 
at or above grade level.  Student ability level will be determined by previous academic achievement and 
standardized test scores where available. Students enrolled in courses designated as ADV will receive 
instruction at a pace and depth that will prepare them to enter colleges with competitive/very competitive 
enrollment criteria as well as other post-secondary schools or the work force. 
 
Honors (HN): Courses designated as HN are intended for students who are well above grade level in 
their academic skills and possess the motivation and desire to extend themselves in terms of workload and 
expectation.  Curriculum is delved into at a deeper level often requiring students to demonstrate more 
abstract thinking and problem solving skills.  More extensive reading and writing assignments are the norm.  
Honors courses receive an extra 20% of value when calculating a student’s GPA.  Participation in honors 
courses is required of students seeking to gain entry to very competitive, highly competitive and most 
competitive 4 year colleges. 
 
Advanced Placement (AP):  Courses designated as AP expose students to a curriculum approved 
through the recent AP Audit conducted by The College Board and are taught under guidelines established 
by this organization.  Students enrolled in AP courses will be challenged at the highest level of academic 
difficulty available in a high school setting.  Students are required to sit for an exam in May of the year in 
which the course is delivered.  Colleges will often award credit for success on these examinations as 
measured by a score of 3, 4 or 5 (depending on the course and the college).  AP courses receive an extra 
30% of value when calculating a student’s GPA.  Participation in AP Courses is required of students seeking 
to gain entry to highly competitive and most competitive 4 year colleges. 
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NOTE: Controversial Topics – If a student/parent raises a reasonable objection to 
course materials, the teacher will provide the student with an alternate assignment 
and/or assessment.   
 
The following pages provide the reader with basic descriptions of the courses 
available to our students.  Please pay close attention to any prerequisites that are 
listed and feel free to reach out to teachers and counselors for further explanations.  
Take advantage of the resources available to you.   
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
NOTE: Courses selected without appropriate enrollment will not be scheduled. 

 
CAREER/CONSUMER/FAMILY/LIFE SKILLS & VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

 
The courses described in this area fulfill the state-mandated 5 credit requirement that must be completed 
prior to graduation.  There are many courses listed that serve to enrich the educational experience for all 
students.  Electives in the content areas of Business Education (including the Academy of Finance), Family 
and Consumer Science and Technology Education are described under this heading. 
 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
 

Freshmen Requirement: In order to address the technical/financial skills and knowledge needed in our 
society, OCHS requires all students to take TIES and Financial Literacy. 
 
TIES (Technology Integrated Education Skills) *  
 Grade: 9 & Transfer Students 2.5 credits Semester 
This course is designed for students to understand and be comfortable with the concepts and application 
of today’s ever changing technology. Experiences in this class are structured to fulfill the NJ Core 
Curriculum Content Standards associated with Technological Literacy focusing upon software applications, 
research and problem-solving. The skills students learn in this course will be used in other courses 
throughout their high school experience.*(Required 9th grade course offered in combination with Financial 
Literacy).  

Financial Literacy * 
 Grade: 9 & Transfer Students 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will give students an understanding of the concepts pertaining to earning, spending, saving and 
investing money. Students will create spreadsheets to design, implement and critique a personal finance 
plan and analyze factors that influence gross and net income. Students will discuss how to obtain and 
maintain credit; prepare a budget; and prepare income tax forms. Units pertaining to business and 
entrepreneurial literacy will be discussed in this course.*(Required 9th grade course offered in combination 
with TIES). 

DECA – The following courses may be taken by any student and are included in the DECA Program, which 
is described under “Special Programs” earlier in this publication. Students may opt to participate in the 
DECA competitions, but this is not a requirement in any course.  

Fashion Marketing and Merchandising 
Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits          Year 

Fashion Marketing and Merchandising is a widely popular industry and field growing globally at a rapid 
pace.  This course will educate students on the business aspects of the fashion industry, including the 
concepts of market economics, textiles, design, and promotion.  The course will also cover manufacturing, 
mass and niche markets, along with career opportunities.  Curriculum will cover trends, buying/selling, 
pricing, retail, and technology in the fashion industry, along with latest concepts related to the fashion world. 
 
Hospitality, Tourism & Real Estate Services 

Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year  
This course will provide students with the skills necessary to succeed in careers dedicated to travel, tourism, 
lodging, and real estate service industries.  Hotel/restaurant procedures and management, travel and 
tourism operations, residential and commercial property promotion and selling are topics covered in this 
course.  Students will gain knowledge in each career field and human relations skills that will prepare them 
for a variety of employment options that lead to various levels of management. 
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Marketing and Sports Entertainment 
Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year  

The students will learn the foundations of marketing which include advertising, planning, consumer 
behavior, product research, ethical behavior, and communication. This highly interactive course will enable 
students to engage their creative side while learning how to market a team, a sports figure, a product / 
service, and themselves. Students will frequently engage in individual / group activities, creative writing 
assignments, and exploration of the Web to research popular companies.  These skills will be applied to 
practice activities that are part of the DECA preparation for competition.   
 
Advanced Marketing  

Grade(s):  11-12 5 credits  Year 
Prerequisite: Marketing and Sports Entertainment, Hospitality Tourism and Real Estate Services  
This course will allow students to participate in classroom instruction focused on advanced marketing 
concepts, job performance and safety, math, customer and work-place relations, and computer skills. 
Students continue to be involved in DECA activities and management of the school store. 
 
Video Game Design 
 Grade(s): 9-12    2.5 credits             Semester 
VGD is an introductory course in which students are engaged in project-based learning.  Students will use 
the STEM FUSE Game: IT curriculum powered by STEM Fuse Educate along with Construct 2 game 
development software to build real working games.  Students will first use simple “drag-n-drop” 
programming to write code and develop original computer games. The first month of the course will focus 
on teaching students the skills that go into building games. Students will then work on building the 5 unique 
games that are part of the provided course materials concluding with students working on a game of their 
own design.  A consistent emphasis will be placed on how gaming is used in the real world. 
 
Entrepreneurship 
 Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits     Year 
Entrepreneurship will provide students the opportunity to study personal business ownership. It will 
evaluate the planning and launching of a business. Characteristics of successful entrepreneurs, self-
employment, and basic concepts related to owning your own business will be explored. A business plan 
will be created working through the steps of business ownership. This course will help students recognize 
the opportunities and challenges of entrepreneurs.   
 
OCHS ACADEMY OF FINANCE/BANKING:  All courses designated AF are included in the Academy of 
Finance/Banking.  Please refer to the description of this program provided under “Special Programs” earlier 
in this publication.  
 
Macroeconomics AF 
 Grade(s): 10 –12 5 credits Year 
This course is an introduction to macroeconomic theories and principles.  The course content includes the 
fundamentals of capitalism and exploration of the investment and spending patterns of households, 
government and business institutions.  The interaction of these three components is explored within the 
context of function, purpose, tools and influence.  Topics covered in the course include Supply and Demand, 
Elasticity, Taxation, Fiscal and Monetary Policy, National Income, Inflation, and Unemployment. This course 
offers dual credit opportunity with ACCC. (10 % additional weighted value) 
 
Microeconomics AF 
 Grade(s): 10 – 12   5 credits          Year 
This course is an introduction to the concepts and theories in microeconomics.  The course content 
comprises of microeconomic elements that focus on economic decisions of households and firms.  Topics 
covered in the Microeconomics Class include the following: supply and demand, elasticity, costs of taxation, 
externalities, public sector economics, firms’ actions and behavior, types of markets, and labor economics.  
This course offers dual credit opportunity with ACCC. (10 % additional weighted value) 
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Business Management AF  
 Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year 
This course will allow the students to study all aspects of management/employer relations and the basic 
knowledge needed to manage a business. Other areas discussed will be an Introduction to Management, 
Defining the Work, Planning, Organizing, Leading and Controlling. Students can apply skills learned to gain 
job advancement opportunities or use their management skills in community organization positions.  This 
course offers dual credit opportunity with ACCC. (10 % additional weighted value) 
 
 
Banking, Credit and Insurance AF 

Grade(s): 11-12     2.5 credits              Semester  
This course will provide essential information students will use their entire adult lives with an understanding 
of these three areas and how they will impact their financial stability. Banking products, features, and 
services will be investigated as well as the advantages of a good credit rating. Insurance and risk 
assessment will deal with types of insurance, profits, ethics, regulations and legislation. The myriad of 
careers available will be explored in depth.  (10 % additional weighted value) 
Securities and Investments AF   

Grade(s): 11-12     2.5 credits              Semester 
This course will demonstrate to students how to manage their money in order to receive the maximum 
benefit from earnings.  Students will explore the different types of investments from certificates of deposit 
to mutual funds and stocks.  Topics include: buying, selling, holding and issuing a security, markets, 
regulations, returns and risk. Career opportunities will be discussed with an emphasis on long-term 
investing and making money intelligently.  (10 % additional weighted value) 
 
College Accounting AF   
 Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year 
This course will utilize a college-level textbook developing a solid foundation of basic accounting concepts 
and principles. The course focuses on the relationships between business events and financial statements. 
Major topics include: basic accounting structure, accrual and deferral accounting, accounting for 
merchandising businesses, asset valuation, long-term debt, accounting systems, and automated 
accounting procedures. This course offers dual credit opportunity with ACCC. (10 % additional weighted 
value) 

        

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE EDUCATION 

 
 
Foods for a Healthy Lifestyle 
 Grade(s): 11-12 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will help students develop skills in food preparation. The MyPyramid will be explored in detail. 
Grains, fruit, vegetables, dairy, and meat dishes will be prepared, as well as nutritious snacks. Kitchen and 
food safety will be stressed throughout the course. 

Contemporary Foods 
 Grade(s): 11-12 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will enhance students’ food preparation skills, while exploring current food trends. Yeast 
breads, appetizers, sauces, soups, and pastries are some of the foods that will be prepared. The 
MyPyramid and the Six Key Nutrients will be discussed throughout the course. Kitchen and food safety will 
also be stressed. 

American Cooking 
 Grade(s): 11-12 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will give students the opportunity to trace the development of cuisine of the United States and 
how it represented the diversity of people who came to America in search of a new home. Climate, terrain, 
and culture will be explored as students prepare foods from colonial time and regional foods of New 
England, Mid-Atlantic, Southern, Midwestern, Western, Southwestern, Pacific, and the Hawaiian Islands. 
Along with this emphasis, students will explore kitchen and food safety, nutrition and The MyPyramid. 
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International Cooking 

Grade(s): 11-12 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will give students the experience of a culinary tour of the world and delight in preparing the 
cuisines of Italy, France, Spain, the British Isles, Scandinavia, Germany, Africa, Greece, Mexico, China, 
and Japan. International foods customs will be discussed and how they have been influenced by climate, 
geography and culture. Along with this emphasis, students will review kitchen safety, nutrition and The 
MyPyramid. 
 
Child Development 
 Grade(s): 10-12 2.5 credits Semester 
This course engages students in the study of the physical, social, emotional, intellectual and moral 
development of a child from birth through age 6.  Students will “buddy up” and interact with kindergartners 
from the Primary School and design activities for their “Little Buddies”.  Flour babies are an integral part of 
the curriculum where students will discuss parenting skills, childhood illnesses, birth defects and newborn 
costs.  In addition, careers related to children and topics such as brain development, childhood nutrition 
and storytelling will be explored.   
 
Independent Living 
 Grade(s): 11-12 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will allow students to learn skills valuable to living on their own. While learning to be wise 
consumers, students will explore the economy, grocery and clothing shopping, transportation choices, 
housing options, credit, finances and financial institutions, saving, and insurance. Careers and 
entrepreneurship will be discussed and various community resources and speakers enhance the program. 
 
Tomorrow’s Teachers 
 Grade: 12                     5 Credits  Year 
Tomorrow’s Teachers will assist students with an interest in teaching in developing the interpersonal and 
leadership skills necessary for a career in education. This class will address professional and personal 
development, professional practice, and academic growth in the following areas: Human relations in the 
school and community, education in American Society, and organizational process and behavior within the 
context of the school and community. This course enables students to  become well-acquainted with 
themselves as individuals, learners, and community members; appreciate the diversity of others; examine 
various stages of learners; develop a greater understanding of the history of education in our state and 
nation; gain insight into the structure and function of school systems; learn the requirements for certification; 
recognize the importance of being leaders and advocating for education; become acquainted with the 
personal and professional roles of educators through the field experience; and create a portfolio of their 
field experience in which they reflect on the teaching profession and develop their personal philosophy of 
education. This course offers dual credit opportunity with Rider University. 

 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

 

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY (Pathway to Engineering)– see page 7 and 8 

Introduction to Engineering Design (PTE) 
 Grade(s): 9-12    5 credits         Year 
*The first course of the Project Lead the Way (Pathway to Engineering) sequence of courses.  
This course is appropriate for students who are interested in design and engineering. The major focus of 
the course is to expose students to design process, research and analysis, teamwork, communication 
methods, global and human impacts, engineering standards, and technical documentation. IED gives 
students the opportunity to develop skills and understanding of course concepts through activity-, project-, 
and problem-based (APPB) learning.  
 
 



22 

Principles of Engineering (PTE) 
Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Engineering Design        
This course explores technology systems and manufacturing processes; addresses the social and political 
consequences of technological change.  It furthers one’s knowledge of design and engineering by using 
activity-, project-, and problem-based (APPB) learning. Students will cover topics that include:  
thermodynamics, mechanisms, material testing, fluid systems and statics.  Concepts and topics taught in 
Introduction to Engineering Design will be reinforced and used extensively in this course. (10 % additional 
weighted value) 
 
Digital Electronics (PTE) 
 Grade(s): 11-12    5 Credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Engineering Design, Principles of Engineering    
In this course, students will focus on the study of electronic circuits that are used to process and control 
digital signals. Digital electronics is the foundation of all modern electronic devices such as cellular phones, 
MP3 players, laptop computers, digital cameras, high definition televisions, etc. Students will cover topics 
that include Analog and Digital signals, AOI logic, NAND/NOR logic, Latches & Flip Flops, Asynchronous 
and Synchronous Counters, and Microcontrollers. (10 % additional weighted value) 
 
Aerospace Engineering (PTE)  
 Grade(s): 11-12    5 Credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Engineering Design, Principles of Engineering        
In this course students will explore the evolution of flight, navigation and control, flight fundamentals, 
aerospace materials, propulsion, space travel, and orbital mechanics. In addition, this course presents 
alternative applications for aerospace engineering concepts. Students analyze, design, and build 
aerospace systems. They apply knowledge gained throughout the course in a final presentation about the 
future of the industry and their professional goals. (10 % additional weighted value) 
 

Civil Engineering and Architecture (PTE) 
 Grade(s): 11-12    5 Credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Engineering Design, Principles of Engineering        
This course provides an overview of the fields of Civil Engineering and Architecture, which is the study of 
the design and construction of residential and commercial building projects. This includes an introduction 
to building components and systems, structural design, storm water management, site design, utilities and 
services, cost estimation, energy efficiency, and careers in the design and construction industry.  Students 
will also use state of the art software to solve real world problems and communicate solutions to hands-on 
projects and activities. (10 % additional weighted value) 
 
Engineering Design and Development (PTE) - CAPSTONE 
 Grade: 12    5 Credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Principles of Engineering and either Digital Electronics, Civil Engineering or Aerospace 
Engineering   
Engineering Design and Development™ serves as the capstone course within the Project Lead The Way® 
course sequence.  This course will test your time management and team working skills which are a valuable 
asset to you in the future.  EDD is an engineering research course in which you will work in teams to 
research, design, and construct a solution to an open-ended engineering problem. The product 
development lifecycle and a design process will be used to guide and help your team reach a solution to 
the problem. (10 % additional weighted value) 
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Intro to Design and Technology 
 Grade(s): 9–12 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will be focused on developing effective problem solving skills by researching, developing, 
designing, producing, analyzing and evaluating products.  This course will develop an understanding of the  
core concepts of technology and understand the relationships and connections between technology and 
other fields of study, tools, materials and processes of technology. Participants will identify relevant 
occupations, careers and educational programs in technology fields. 
 
Design & Technology for Engineering 2      
 Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year 
Prerequisite: Intro to Design & Tech  
This course will continue to utilize the design process to explore the principles of electronics, robotics and 
manufacturing.  A working portfolio will be maintained documenting all stages of the design process.   
 
Students will work with simple machines, motors, and power sources to produce complex machines and 
mechanisms. Each class will manufacture a product from concept drawings to production run to gain an 
understanding of the steps to develop a product. 
 
Introduction to Mechanical Drawing    
 Grade(s): 9-12    2.5 credits              Semester 
This course will provide students with a semester experience in the fundamental skills associated with 
drafting and mechanical drawing.  Students will learn hand drafting as well as be introduced to AutoCAD 
and computer aided drafting.  Opportunities will include freehand sketching, dimensioning, single view 
drawings, three view drawings, and orthographic projection.  
 
Advanced Mechanical Drawing 
 Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Intro to Mechanical Drawing      
This course will have students increase their knowledge of AutoCAD and computer aided drafting.  Students 
will participate in developing drawings that reflect knowledge of detail drawings, assembly drawings, cams, 
gears, and mechanical drawings.  AutoCAD will also be utilized so that students gain experience in drafting 
pictorials, three dimensional and oblique views. 
 
Architectural Drawing 
 Grade(s): 11-12    5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Adv. Mechanical Drawing         
This course will give students the opportunity to become familiar with residential design.  Students will 
design and draft a complete set of house plans as a result of experiences gained in this class.  Topics that 
will be covered include: floor plans, foundation plans, roof plans, electrical plans, elevation views, and 
kitchen design.  Students will also further their knowledge of AutoCAD and computer aided drafting.   
 
Technical Drawing 
 Grade(s): 10-12    2.5 - 5 credits         Year 
This course will provide students the opportunity to develop skills and a fundamental understanding of 
mechanical drawing as a means of technical communication.  Modern and traditional drafting methods will 
be used and students will develop a working knowledge of engineering drawing, AutoCAD, computer aided 
drafting and design as they apply to the mechanical, architectural, and civil/structural fields.  

 
Woods 1     
 Grade(s): 10-12 5credits Year 
This course is perfect for those students with little or no experience in the woodworking world.  Students 
will be introduced to basic woodworking techniques using both hand and power tools.  Instructional areas 
and individual projects include computer based assignments, shop math and safety.  In addition, the 
students are able to explore finer woodworking techniques and complete more challenging projects such  
 



24 

 
as designing and constructing fine furniture and cabinetry.  This experience provides a strong foundation 
for a career/life skill.  
 
Advanced Woods                                           
 Grade(s):11-12    5credits           Year 
Prerequisite: Woods 1  
This course will expose students to activities which reinforce the woodworking skills learned in Woods 1.  
The experiences are expanded to include furniture refinishing, wood bending, glass etching various 
community service projects and more advanced woodworking techniques.  Upon the completion of this  
course the student will have a solid base for an entry level construction/carpentry position as well as a 
personal life skill.  Note: Students may take this course more than once with priority given to those 
recommended by the instructor. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY 
 
Information about Academic Levels – see page 15 
 
English 9 CP  

Grade: 9    5 credits          Year 
This course aims to develop skills in reading and writing. Literary terms and vocabulary are integrated 
through novel units, short stories, drama, poetry and nonfiction.  Emphasis is placed on active reading and 
utilization of reading strategies as well as incorporating writing programs and specific writing practices 
geared toward success on the new PARCC assessments. In-class support is offered at this CP level for 
students with an IEP.  
 
English 9 ADV 
 Grade: 9    5 credits          Year 
This course aims to develop skills in writing, reading, viewing, speaking and listening. Literary terms and 
vocabulary are integrated through novel units, short stories, drama, poetry and nonfiction.  Students will 
read a minimum of four (4) novels during the year.  The ability to read independently is expected.  A strong 
emphasis is placed on improving writing skills.  Students will receive an introduction to high school research 
methods and technology.  (Required Summer Reading) 
 
HN English 9 
 Grade: 9    5 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation 
This course is designed to develop academically motivated students’ skills in writing, reading, viewing, 
speaking and listening.  A thematic approach to literature will examine values and choices, both cultural 
and personal through a variety of genres. Along with reading a minimum of ten (10) novels or dramas per 
year, the students write eight to ten (8-10) formal essays. Research techniques will be introduced during 
the Library Orientation Program. (Required Summer Reading)  
 
English 10 CP 
 Grade: 10    5 credits          Year 
This course continues to develop skills in the various forms of writing, reading, vocabulary, viewing, 
speaking and listening.  A minimum of two (2) novels, various forms of poetry and drama will be explored 
through in-class and independent reading.  Students are expected to participate regularly in class 
discussion.  Students will participate in a long-term research assignment utilizing proper note taking and 
writing formats.  In-class support is offered at this CP level for students with an IEP. 
 
English 10 ADV 
 Grade: 10    5 credits          Year 
This course continues to develop skills in the various forms of writing, reading, vocabulary, viewing, 
speaking and listening.  A minimum of three (3) novels, various forms of poetry and drama will be explored 
through in-class and independent reading.  Students are expected to participate regularly in class 
discussion.  Students will participate in a long-term research assignment utilizing proper note taking and 
writing formats. (Required Summer Reading) 
 
HN English 10 
 Grade: 10    5 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Honors English 9 and/or teacher recommendation 
This course focuses on a chronological study of American literature.  A better understanding of the roles of  
history, geography, and social upheaval will be gained.  Emphasis on critical reading, writing, speaking and 
listening skills will be stressed. Students must be prepared to read lengthy assignments and write numerous 
analytic essays.   A minimum of twelve (12) books will be read.  Students will participate in a long-term 
research assignment utilizing proper note taking and writing formats. Nightly homework is expected.  
(Required Summer Reading) 
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English 11 CP 
 Grade: 10    5 credits          Year 
This course focuses on a thematic study of American literature.  The essential question Who is an 
American? will be examined through the study of four recurring themes:   Journey, Moral Struggle, Rebellion 
vs. Conformity and Search for Identity.  Emphasis will also be placed on the construction of well-written 
essays in which the students will demonstrate competency in both analysis and exposition. In-class support 
is offered at this CP level for students with an IEP. 
 
English 11 ADV 
 Grade: 10    5 credits          Year 
This course aims at challenging and refining students’ skills in vocabulary, writing, reading, listening, 
speaking, and viewing.  The reading in this course includes a thematic study of American Literature.  The 
essential question Who is an American? will be examined through the study of four recurring themes:   
Journey, Moral Struggle, Rebellion vs. Conformity and Search for Identity. Students will write expository 
and persuasive essays based on course literature.  Students will participate in public speaking activities.  
Nightly homework is expected. (Required Summer Reading) 
 
HN English 11 
 Grade: 11    5 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Honors English 10 and/or teacher recommendation 
This rigorous course is a thematic exploration of English and World Literature.  By examining such universal 
themes as The Search for Identity and questions such as What is a Hero? Students will gain a better 
understanding and appreciation of diverse cultures as well as the universality of human experience.  
Students are expected to read critically and will respond to what they have read in a variety of ways, 
including class discussions, analytic essays, oral presentations and both individual and group projects.  
Nightly homework is expected.  (Required Summer Reading)       
 
AP English Language and Composition 

 Grade: 11    5 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Honors English 10 and/or teacher recommendation 
The AP English Language and Composition course is designed to help students become skilled readers of 
prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and to become skilled writers who 
can compose for a variety of purposes. By their writing and reading in this course, students should become 
aware of the interactions among a writer's purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the 
way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effective writing. The college 
composition course that the AP English Language and Composition course is intended to parallel is one of 
the most varied in the curriculum. This college course often allows students to write in a variety of forms—
narrative, exploratory, expository, argumentative—and on a variety of subjects from personal experiences 
to public policies, from imaginative literature to popular culture (from the College Board’s website). We will 
examine a wide variety of works from multiple media with the ultimate goal of improving students’ writing 
skills and levels of consciousness regarding print and visual texts.  It is strongly recommended that the 
student take the respective AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance 
counselor for financial aid information (Required Summer Assignments) 

 
English 12 CP 
 Grade: 12    5 credits          Year 
This course examines the question “How Does the Individual Connect to A Global Society?” By exploring 
literature from diverse world cultures, students will examine such themes as "Who should rule," and "How 
does an individual find meaning in his or her life?" with the intention that this exploration will lead to a greater  
understanding of the global society and an appreciation of both diversity and universality. Students will be 
asked to respond to what they read in a variety of ways, including class discussions, analytic writing, oral  
presentations, and both group and individual projects. Nightly homework is expected.  In-class support is 
offered at this CP level for students with an IEP. 
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English 12 ADV 
 Grade: 12    5 credits          Year 
This course examines the question “How Does the Individual Connect to A Global Society?” By exploring 
literature from diverse world cultures, students will examine such themes as "Who should rule," and "How 
does an individual find meaning in his or her life?" with the intention that this exploration will lead to a greater 
understanding of the global society and an appreciation of both diversity and universality. Students will be 
asked to respond to what they read in a variety of ways, including class discussions, analytic writing, oral 
presentations, and both group and individual projects. (Required Summer Reading) 
 
HN English 12 
 Grade: 12     5 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Honors English 11/AP English Language and Composition and/or teacher recommendation 
This course examines World, English, and American literature represented in various genres. The focus on 
critical analysis of the literature and the writing of analytical papers will contribute to students’ appreciation 
of the beauty of the language and the craft of the writer. Students will learn how to relate the writer's use of 
language and literary techniques to their development of a character, major idea, or theme. Students will 
be expected to read and research on an independent level, write and revise papers, peer edit, and 
contribute to class discussions. Those who maintain self-discipline and a committed approach to the course 
will have a rich and rewarding experience. (Required Summer Reading) 
 
AP English Literature and Composition 
 Grade: 12    5 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Honors English 11/AP English Language and Composition and/or teacher recommendation 
The AP English Literature and Composition course includes World, English, and American literature 
represented in various genres. While examining the Search for Identity theme, a focus on critical analysis 
of the literature and the writing of analytical papers will contribute to students’ appreciation of the beauty of 
the language and the craft of the writer.  Students will learn how to relate the writer's use of language and 
literary techniques to their development of a character, major idea, or theme. Students will be expected to 
read and research on an independent level, write and revise papers, peer-edit, and contribute to class 
discussions. Those who maintain self-discipline and a committed approach to the course will have a rich 
and rewarding experience and a possible three or six earned college credits.  It is strongly recommended 
that the student take the respective AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance 
counselor for financial aid information.  (Required Summer Assignments) 

Public Speaking ADV 
 Grade(s): 10-12    2.5 credits              Semester 
This course is designed to enable students interested in the dramatic experience to study various aspects of 
theatrical performance. Since the course centers on performance, students will be expected to participate in 
group exercises and/or work from prepared scripts on a daily basis. Emphasis will be placed on voice and body 
control, acting technique, role preparation, and overall script analysis. 
 
Mass Media ADV 
 Grade(s): 10-12    2.5 credits              Semester 
This course examines the types of Mass Media, the relationship between media and culture, the role of 
media in our society, and how media affects identity formation and social relations.  
 
Reading 
Special Placement and Recommendation 
 Grade(s): 9-12    5 credits          Year 
The Reading course teaches total word construction through an interactive multi-sensory approach.  
Language is taught in a systematic, cumulative manner for both decoding and encoding words.  The course 
also emphasizes strengthening sight vocabulary and reading fluency in order to improve comprehension, 
thus enabling our students to read more efficiently. 
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Introduction to TV/Film Production ADV 
 Grade: 9    2.5 credits              Semester 
Students will explore the creative world of filmmaking and learn the craft of media production behind and in 
front of the camera.  The course will focus on acting and directing on-camera talent as students learn the 
difference between acting for the screen and acting on stage.  Students will create artistic productions that 
utilize both television and film technology.     
 
TV/Media Production 1 ADV 
 Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits                                  Year               
This course will provide an introduction to the tools and methods of making television programs and 
short films- an investigation of how television, film and other audio and visual media work as instruments 
of communication. Practice and instruction in production are the major components of the experience.  
Students are able to pursue creative endeavors such as filmmaking while mastering “tools of the trade.” 
The course also aspires to make students better “consumers” of media by revealing the 
procedures/practices those media venues apply and utilize.  
 
TV/Media Production 2 ADV 
 Grade(s): 11-12    5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: TV/Media Production 1 ADV 
This course requires students to work as the production team behind OC-TV’s original broadcast, “The 
Current OC” and short dramatic films and creative projects.  The three phases of production will be the 
focus.  Students are required to create a weekly broadcast that serves to highlight various aspects of the 
school and community or work on individual creative endeavors (beyond weekly news segments).  
Students are required to work as a team with accountability being emphasized throughout the course.  
Dedication and time management is a major component and a successful production often requires work 
outside the school day. (10 % additional weighted value) 
 
News Broadcasting/"Current OC" Broadcast Program (Formerly TV/Media Production 3 ADV)  

Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits          Year 
This course is for students with a passion for news broadcasting/reporting.  This course is the venue for 
OCHS's broadcast, the "Current OC."  Students learn how to report news both in front of and behind the 
camera.  Students learn the workings of a news broadcast while learning all phases of television 
production.  Students will master field equipment, studio equipment and Adobe Editing Software. The 
"Current OC' airs in our classrooms and on Ocean City's and Upper Township’s local access channels.  
Students are permitted to take the course multiple years.  Students will be assessed at different mastery 
levels based on the number of years within the broadcast team.   
(10 % additional weighted value) This course offers dual credit opportunity with Stockton University.) 
 
Stage Acting 

Grade(s) 9-12    5 credits         Year 
This course is meant to be accessible to all majors of study.  Writers, performers, artists, technicians, and 
anyone else with an interest in exploring the production phase of television and film creation.  More so this 
course is to be used in conjunction with student-performers from the Drama Guild.  In past years, Dramatics 
teachers would use their course as a venue for student-actors to access more focused time to work on 
scenes derived from either the Fall Drama or the Spring Musical.  This would also help alleviate pressures 
on students who participate in both Guild performances but also maintain participation with a myriad of 
extracurricular clubs and/or sports. Students taking this class will learn to get comfortable in front of an 
audience while perfecting an effective character study. Instruction focuses on understanding technical and 
emotional adjustments required for working in front of an audience, working in a relaxed and professional 
manner and developing a connection with the audience.  Topics include the difference between acting 
strategies and learning to hit marks.  Participants hone their acting techniques through scene-study guides, 
sensory and moment –to-moment exercises, as well as monologue and scene work.  Some exercises are 
performed on camera, for self and peer evaluations.  The instructor critiques individual work during playback 
and peer evaluations.  Students will chronicle their work/progress by creating an E.O.C. video 
portfolio.  Their body of work will also be reflected in their participation/roles during each Fall and Spring 
performance.   
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MATHEMATICS 

 

 
Mathematics Department Philosophy and Course selection Information 

 
 
The Mathematics Department is dedicated to working with students so that they are able to achieve their 
academic goals. The department recognizes that not all students have the same interests, motivation, or 
skills. Therefore, the course sequences listed below have been created to assist students in planning a 
program. These sequences reflect the department’s commitment to insure that all students reach their 
potential, get prepared for successful college careers and perform well on standardized tests. 
  

 Note:  The classes of 2016 and beyond must take three years of math that includes 
Algebra 1, Geometry and a higher level math course.     
     

  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
NOTES: Acceleration is possible based upon achievement and desire.  If doubling in math during a 
particular year, it would be wise to do so before Pre-Calculus is part of the equation. *In addition, electives 
in the math area may be taken in addition to, or in lieu of, particular courses.  See your counselor. ** Math 
lab required with Algebra 1 CP. 

 
 
Math Electives    
AP/HN Level:     CP/ADV Level: 
HN Computer Science JAVA    Statistics CP 
AP Computer Science A    Statistics ADV 
AP Statistics  
HN Logic & Propositional Calculus 

 
NOTE: Math Electives can be taken along with another math class - see your counselor. 

Choose your path wisely!  The course descriptions follow. 
   

 
 
 
 

Algebra 1 CP** 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Geometry 1 CP 
 

Algebra 2 CP 
 

Statistics CP  

Algebra 1 ADV Geometry ADV Algebra 2 ADV Pre-Calculus ADV* 

Algebra 1 HN Geometry HN Algebra 2 HN Pre-Calculus HN* 

Geometry ADV Algebra 2 ADV Pre-Calculus ADV* Calculus ADV* 

Geometry HN Algebra 2 HN Pre-Calculus HN* 

Algebra 2 HN Pre-Calculus HN AP Calculus 1 A/B* AP Calculus 2 A/B* 

AP Calculus 1 A/B* 
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Algebra 1 CP   
 Grade(s): 9-10    5 credits                    Year 
This course will present algebra as a style of thinking for formalizing patterns, functions, and 
generalizations.  The focus will be on proficiency in recognizing and working effectively with linear and non-
linear relationships and their corresponding representations in tables, graphs, and equations. Such 
proficiency includes competence in solving linear and non-linear equations, generating equivalent 
expressions, using formulas, and applying proportionality.  In addition, the course includes general statistics 
and probability.  Teaching will focus on the understanding of concepts, enabling students to apply 
mathematical skills and make meaningful connections to life’s experiences. 
 
Algebra 1 ADV   
 Grade(s): 9-10    5 credits          Year 
This course will present a slightly accelerated approach to algebra as a style of thinking for formalizing 
patterns, functions, and generalizations.  The focus will be on proficiency in recognizing and working 
effectively with linear and non-linear relationships and their corresponding representations in tables, 
graphs, and equations. Such proficiency includes competence in solving linear and non-linear equations, 
generating equivalent expressions, using formulas, and applying proportionality.  In addition, the course 
includes general statistics and probability.  Teaching will focus on the understanding of concepts in depth, 
enabling students to apply mathematical skills and make meaningful connections to life’s experiences. 
 
HN Algebra 1 
 Grade: 9    5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 1 in 8th grade or teacher recommendation 
Algebra I Honors is a course designed to establish proficiency in recognizing and working with the principles 
and applications of the real number system and patterns in algebra. This class is designed to provide 
students with the opportunity to further develop the skills and understanding necessary to be successful in 
Algebra II Honors. Students will cover the major characteristics of linear and nonlinear patterns, simplifying 
expressions, solving equations and in-equalities, systems of equations, exponents, quadratic functions, 
rational and radical functions, and an introduction to probability and statistics. 
 
Geometry CP  
 Grade(s): 10-11     5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 CP 
This course places less emphasis on abstract concepts.  Students will explore relationships involving lines, 
triangles and quadrilaterals through hands-on activities that will enable them to make connections from 
concrete examples to abstract concepts.  This course uses the nature of deductive and inductive reasoning, 
the role of defined and undefined terms, and the meaning and use of postulates and theorems leading to 
an understanding of the logical sequence of thought.  This course integrates Algebra while investigating 
the properties and relationships of geometric figures through plane, solid, and coordinate geometry.  
Geometry ADV 

Grade(s): 9-12    5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 ADV 
Students will learn to understand the nature of deductive and inductive reasoning, the role of definitions 
and undefined terms and the meaning and use of assumptions and theorems, leading to an understanding 
of the nature of logical sequence of thought.  Students will also learn the properties and relationships of 
geometric figures by discussing plane, solid and coordinate geometry. 
 
HN Geometry 

Grade(s): 9-10  5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Strong Algebra 1 skills with teacher recommendation 
Students will learn to understand the nature of deductive and inductive reasoning, the role of definitions 
and undefined terms and the meaning and use of assumptions and theorems, leading to an under- standing  
of the nature of logical sequence of thought.  Students will also learn about geometric figures by discussing 
plane, solid and coordinate geometry. Honors students must demonstrate exceptional math ability, be 
superior problem solvers, and creative thinkers.  Concepts are often presented at an abstract or theoretical  
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level and students must apply their knowledge to open-ended and non-routine problems. In this Honors 
course, topics are covered at an accelerated pace and in greater depth than Geometry CP. 
 
Algebra 2 CP  
 Grade(s): 10-12  5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 CP and/or Geometry CP 
The content of this course provides a thorough treatment of advanced algebraic concepts through the study 
of both linear and non-linear functions, polynomials, rational expressions, complex numbers and 
exponential functions. Emphasis is placed on practical applications and modeling throughout the course of 
study. In addition, the course includes a transformational approach to graphing functions. 
 
Algebra 2 ADV 
 Grade(s): 9-12  5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite:  Geometry ADV or taken concurrently 
The content of this course provides a slightly accelerated approach and thorough treatment of advanced 
algebraic concepts through the study of both linear and non-linear functions, polynomials, rational 
expressions, complex numbers, and matrices, exponential and logarithmic functions. Emphasis is placed 
on practical applications and modeling throughout the course of study. In addition, the course includes a 
transformational approach to graphing functions. 
 
HN Algebra 2          
 Grade(s): 9-12  5 credits         Year  
Prerequisite: Honors Geometry and/or teacher recommendation 
The content of this course provides a thorough treatment of advanced algebraic concepts through the study 
of functions, polynomials, rational expressions, complex numbers, matrices, exponential and logarithmic 
functions and sequences and series. Emphasis is placed on practical applications and modeling throughout 
the course of study. In addition, the course includes a transformational approach to graphing functions. In 
this Honors course, topics are covered at an accelerated pace and in greater depth than Algebra 2 ADV. 
 
Pre-Calculus ADV 
 Grade(s): 10-12  5 credits         Year  
Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 ADV 
In this class, emphasis is placed on mathematical structure, deductive reasoning, and the understanding 
of a function.  There will be a firm presentation of Algebraic and Trigonometric concepts.  The goal of this 
class is to further prepare the students in graphical techniques, algebraic and transcendental functions, and 
analytic geometry. 
      
HN Pre-Calculus 
             Grade(s): 10-12   5 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Honors Algebra 2 and/or teacher recommendation 
Students will participate in a course that places emphasis on mathematical structure, deductive reasoning, 
and the understanding of a function.  There will be a firm presentation of Algebraic and Trigonometric 
concepts.  The goal of this class is to further prepare the students in graphical techniques, algebraic and 
transcendental functions, and analytic geometry.  These are some of the fundamental elements used in 
Calculus and other mathematical endeavors that many students pursue. In this Honors course, topics are 
covered at an accelerated pace and in greater depth than Pre-Calculus ADV. This course offers dual credit 
opportunity with Stockton University. 
 
Calculus ADV 
 Grade(s): 11-12  5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus ADV 
Students will study differentiation and integration of functions and related concepts and applications.  There 
is extensive interplay between intuition and rigor which is essential for understanding. Students will: 
understand the connections among graphical, numerical, analytical, and verbal representations of 
functions; understand the meaning of the derivative and definite integral as expressed in both parts of the  
Fundamental Theorem of Calculus; use technology to help solve, interpret, and verify the reasonableness 
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of solutions; develop an appreciation of calculus as a coherent body of knowledge and as a human 
accomplishment.         
 
AP Calculus 1 AB         
             Grade(s): 11-12   5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Honors Pre-Calculus and/or teacher recommendation 
AP Calculus AB consists of a full academic year of work in calculus and related topics comparable to 
courses in colleges and universities. The Advanced Placement Program is an endeavor of the College 
Board, and this course will follow their course outline.  Students will: understand the connections among 
graphical, numerical, analytical, and verbal representations of functions; understand the meaning of the 
derivative and definite integral as expressed in both parts of the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus; use 
technology to help solve, interpret, and verify the reasonableness of solutions; develop an appreciation of 
calculus as a coherent body of knowledge and as a human accomplishment.  It is strongly recommended 
that the student take the respective AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance 
counselor for financial aid information. Summer assignments required. 
 
AP Calculus 2 BC 
             Grade: 12   5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: AP Calculus 1 AB and teacher recommendation 
AP Calculus 2 BC consists of a full academic year of work on calculus and related topics comparable to 
courses in colleges and universities.  The Advanced Placement Program is an endeavor of the College 
Board, and this course will follow their course outline and beyond.  It will complete the topics of Calculus 2 
at the college level and aims to prepare students for Calculus III (multivariable calculus) upon entering 
college.  Students will understand the connections among the graphical, numerical, analytical and verbal 
representations of functions; understand the meaning of the derivative and integral as expressed in both 
parts of the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus; use technology to help solve, interpret, and verify the 
reasonableness of solutions; using Taylor series; improper integrals.  In addition to increasing the depth of 
the topics covered on the AP Calculus BC curriculum, this course will also include work, trigonometric 
integrals, trigonometric substitutions, surface area, solving differential equations using the method of 
integrating factor, exponential and logistic growth.  It is strongly recommended that the student take the 
respective AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for financial 
aid information. Summer assignments required. 
           
MATH ELECTIVES 
 
Statistics and Probability CP 
 Grade(s): 11-12   5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 CP 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools of Statistics. Students 
will be provided a comprehensive treatment of introductory statistics and probability in such areas as 
sociology, business, ecology, economics, education, medicine, psychology, and mathematics. Students 
will explore data by observing patterns and departures from patterns; plan a study by deciding what and 
how to measure; anticipate patterns by producing models using probability and simulation; use statistical 
inference by confirming models.  
 
Statistics and Probability ADV 

Grade(s): 11-12  5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 ADV 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, 
and drawing conclusions from data. Students will be provided a comprehensive treatment of introductory 
statistics and probability in such areas as sociology, business, ecology, economics, education, medicine, 
psychology, and mathematics. Students will: explore data by observing patterns and departures from 
patterns; plan a study by deciding what and how to measure; anticipate patterns by producing models using 
probability and simulation; use statistical inference by confirming models.  
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AP Statistics and Probability        
Grade(s): 10-12  5 credits         Year 

Prerequisite: Minimum requirement - Honors Algebra 2 / Pre-Calculus and teacher recommendation 
The purpose of Advanced Placement Statistics is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for 
collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  At least one statistics course is typically required 
for majors such as engineering, psychology, sociology, health science, and business. Science, engineering, 
business, and mathematics majors usually take an upper-division calculus-based course in statistics for 
which the AP Statistics course will be effective preparation. It is strongly recommended that the student 
take the respective AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for 
financial aid information.  Summer assignments required. 
 
Honors Logic and Propositional Calculus     
           Grade: 12     5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Honors Pre-Calculus  
Students will participate in a course that discusses truth values of logical expressions.  Learning will begin 
by examining reasoning as it occurs informally in writing and conversations, and progresses to the central 
concepts of logic: argument, validity, truth and evidence.  Truth tables and refutation trees will also be 
investigated.  In today’s world, logic has many applications in the fields of mathematics, linguistics, law, and 
engineering and computer science. 
 
HN Computer Science JAVA 
 Grade(s): 10-12  5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Geometry ADV and/or teacher recommendation 
This course provides students with an opportunity to develop their basic programming skills using the Java 
programming language with an emphasis on Object-Oriented Programming (OOP), polymorphism, and 
inheritance. The course teaches students to use and implement commonly used algorithms such as sorts, 
searches, loops, and conditional blocks. GUIs will be created and used as well as text-based windows.  
Both iterative and recursive methods will be explored and discussed using such data structures as Array 
Lists and both 1 and 2 dimensional Arrays. 
 
AP Computer Science A 
 Grade(s):  11-12  5 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Honors Computer 1 Java 
This course provides students an opportunity to further develop and refine their programming skills using 
the Java language. Students are expected to gain high proficiency in creating and implementing classes 
including creating new classes using inheritance and implementing interfaces.  Topics studied in this course 
include one and two dimensional Arrays, Array Lists, advanced data structures, algorithms, algorithmic 
analysis, and object-oriented programming. Students also explore recursion and the close relationship 

between data structures and algorithms.. It is strongly recommended that the student take the respective 
AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for financial aid 
information.   Summer assignments required. 
 
AP Computer Science Principles 

Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits          Year 
The purpose of Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles is to introduce students to the central 
ideas of computer science, inviting students to develop the computational thinking vital for success across 
multiple disciplines.  It focuses on fostering students to be creative and encourages students to apply 
creative process when developing computational artifacts.   Students will design and implement innovative 
solutions using an interactive process.  It is strongly recommended that the student take the respective AP 
exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for financial aid information. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
 
 
Physical Education/Health 9      
 Grade: 9    5 credits     Year 
This course includes a unit in cooperative learning/experiential education. Emphasis is placed on aerobic 
activities, large group and/or team sports, and fitness/weight training. The health teaching unit (one marking 
period) includes the following: alcohol; chemical substances; career education; wellness and family life 
education. 
 
Physical Education/Health 10   
 Grade: 10    5 credits     Year 
This course has been designed to continue the development of skills through participation in numerous 
large group and/or team sport activities. Continued emphasis is placed on fitness and physical well-being 
throughout the year. Students take one marking period of classroom Driver Education to acquaint them 
with the driving techniques and strategies that prepare them to become safe, responsible drivers. The Driver 
Education phase culminates with the New Jersey State Written Driving Examination. 
 
Physical Education/Health 11   
 Grade: 11    5 credits     Year 
This course begins to develop an awareness of individual and lifetime sports.  Physical fitness is 
incorporated into this grade level physical education class. The eleventh grade units of study in health class 
include; Alcohol, Family Life Education, Diseases, and Career Education. 
 
Physical Education/Health 12   
 Grade: 12    5 credits     Year 
This course will provide a positive experience in a variety of lifetime fitness activities, recreational activities 
and sports which focus on the establishment of a lifestyle that includes healthy and active choices.  Senior 
health units include values, preventing violence, diseases and disabilities, financial decision, marriage and 
reproductive choices and drug and alcohol education.   
 
Adaptive Physical Education/Health  
 Grade(s): 9-12    5 credits     Year 
This course is especially designed for those students whose physical, mental, or emotional conditions 
prevent them from participating in a regular physical education program.  The activities provided are 
designed with each individual student’s limitation in mind.  Health education includes values and choices, 
body systems and drug and alcohol education. 

 
OR 

 
HEALTH/PE DANCE FITNESS 

 
Students may choose to satisfy their health and physical education requirement through 
participation in the Dance Fitness PE courses listed below.  These courses are restricted to those 
who demonstrate a strong interest in the dance curriculum through past participation, teacher 
recommendation, or private instruction.  Priority will also be given to those “choice” students who 
were admitted to OCHS due to their interest/talent. 
 
Driver’s Ed/PE Dance Fitness 10 
 Grade: 10    5 credits         Year 
This course includes continued development in dance and dance related fitness activities.  It enables 
students to further their knowledge of different dance genres (jazz, ballet, hip hop, yoga and more) while 
focusing on coordination, flexibility, and endurance.  Students will prepare various choreographed pieces 
on their own and collaborate with other students to perform in class. The health unit (one marking period) 
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is focused on Driver education.  This unit will acquaint them with the driving techniques and strategies that 
prepare them to become safe responsible drivers.  The Driver Education phase culminates with the New 
Jersey State Written Driving Examination.    
 
Health/PE Dance Fitness 11 
 Grade: 11    5 credits         Year 
This course is designed for continued development to intermediate level dance and dance related fitness 
activities.  It enables students to continue to develop knowledge and skills in various genres of dance (jazz, 
ballet, hip hop, yoga, modern, and more) while focusing on coordination/flexibility, endurance, and strength.  
Students will prepare various choreographed pieces on their own and collaborate with other students to 
perform in class.  The health unit (one marking period) will include the following topics: alcohol, family life 
education, diseases, and career education. 
 
Health/PE Dance Fitness 12 
 Grade: 12    5 credits         Year 
This class provides further development in dance and dance related fitness activities.  It enables students 
to continue to develop knowledge and skills in various genres of dance (jazz, ballet, hip hop, yoga, modern, 
social dancing, and more) while focusing on coordination, flexibility, endurance, and strength.  Students will 
prepare warm-ups and various choreographed pieces on their own and collaborate with other students to 
perform in class.  The health unit (one marking period) will include the following topics: values, choices, 
body systems, and drug and alcohol education.   
 
ELECTIVE 
 
Sports Medicine 
 Grades: 10-12    2.5 credits             Semester 
This course will provide high school students the basic knowledge and practical experience in dealing with 
personal sports injuries and injuries to others.  It will address the topics of injury prevention, emergency first 
aid, and rehabilitation of athletic injuries.  The course will be offered to 10th, 11th and 12th grade students 
who have an interest in athletic training, physical therapy or a related medical field.  Students will: 
 - Examine different allied medical specialists which comprise the sports medicine team. 
  - Identify common athletic injuries treated by different allied medical specialists. 
  - Identify structures which comprise the skeletal, muscular and nervous systems. 
  - Demonstrate basic splinting, taping and wrapping procedures for an injury. 
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SCIENCE 

 
The science program provides students with a curriculum that allows students to maximize their choices 
after high school.  The department recognizes that not all students have the same interests, motivation, or 
skills.  Therefore, a variety of levels are offered that provide students with instruction and challenges that 
are appropriate.  Course selection is based upon expressed student goals and current level of ability and 
demonstrated achievement.  Students can move from one level to another the following year based upon 
their success.  Current instructors and counselors will guide you along the path.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
CORE SCIENCE REQUIRED COURSES (one from each of the three areas)  
 

Physics 
 
Physics CP 
 Grade:  9    5 credits          Year 
Students will discover the mathematical concepts of our physical world.  The course explores the laws of 
motion, gravitation and energy.  Lab investigations include kinematics, mechanics, waves, light, optics, 
sound, and electricity.  A working knowledge of basic algebraic math is required. 
 
Physics ADV      
 Grade: 9    6 credits          Year 
Physics ADV students will begin the process of building a foundation for future coursework in science.  This 
course instructs through discovery based experiences about the physical world.  A strong emphasis is 
placed on laboratory practices and the process of scientific investigation.  The course focuses on a study 
of the laws of motion in 1 dimension, momentum, energy, circular motion, simple harmonic motion, waves, 
electrostatics, and DC circuits.  The order of course topics is geared to reinforce student’s current study of 

Physics HN* 

Physics CP 

Physics ADV 

Chemistry HN* 

Chemistry ADV 

Biology HN* 
 

Biology ADV 

Chemistry CP Biology CP 

AP Physics 1 

AP Physics 2 

AP Biology 

Grade 9 

O 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

OCHS Science Course Sequence 

AP Environmental 
EnEnvironEnviron

mental 

Anatomy ADV – 
sem** 

Astronomy ADV – 
sem** 

Oceanography 
ADV – sem** 

Biotech/Forensics 
ADV** 

 

Electives  

AP Chemistry 

AP Physics C 
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mathematics by applying algebra to study physical scenarios in the real world.  A strong background in 
mathematical reasoning is recommended. 

Honors Physics 
 Grade: 9    6 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Students must be concurrently enrolled in Honors level math. 
Honors Physics students will begin the process of building a foundation for future coursework in 
science.  This course instructs through discovery based experiences about the physical world.  A strong 
emphasis is placed on laboratory practices and the process of scientific investigation.  The course provides 
an in-depth study of the laws of motion in 1 dimension, momentum, energy, circular motion, simple harmonic 
motion, waves, electrostatics, and DC circuits.  The order of course topics is geared to reinforce student’s 
current study of mathematics by applying algebra to study physical scenarios in the real world.  A very 
strong background in mathematical reasoning is highly recommended. (Summer enrichment activities) 

AP Physics 1     
Grade(s): 9-12    7 credits          Year 

Prerequisite for 9th graders: 8th grade Physics / Prerequisite for 10th graders: Honors Physics 

Advanced Placement Physics 1 is one of two options for students interested in taking an algebra-based AP 
Physics course.  The AP Physics 1 course focuses on the big ideas typically included in the first semester 
of an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics sequence (kinematics; dynamics; circular motion 
and gravitation; energy; momentum; simple harmonic motion; torque and rotational motion; electric charge 
and electric force; DC circuits; and mechanical waves and sound).  The course provides students with 
enduring understandings to support future advanced course work in the sciences. Through inquiry-based 
learning, students will develop critical thinking and reasoning skills, as defined by the AP Science Practices. 
The purpose of the course is to prepare students for the Physics 1 Advanced Placement examination. A 
very strong background in scientific and mathematical reasoning is highly recommended. Summer 
assignments are required.  
 
AP Physics 2  
Grade(s): 10-12     7 credits          Year  
Prerequisite: Honors Physics or AP Physics 1  
Advanced Placement Physics 2 is the second of two options for students interested in taking an algebra-
based AP Physics course.  The AP Physics 2 course focuses on the big ideas typically included in the 
second semester of an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics sequence (fluids; 
thermodynamics; electrical force, field, and potential; electric circuits; magnetism and electromagnetic 
induction; geometric and physical optics; and quantum, atomic, and nuclear physics).  The course provides 
students with enduring understandings to support future advanced course work in the sciences. Through 
inquiry-based learning, students will develop critical thinking and reasoning skills, as defined by the AP 
Science Practices. The purpose of the course is to prepare students for the Physics 2 Advanced Placement 
examination. A very strong background in scientific and mathematical reasoning is highly recommended. 
Summer assignments are required.  
 
AP Physics C 

Grade: 12    7 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Honors Physics or AP Physics 1, completed AP Calculus A/B and concurrently in AP 
Calculus B/C. 
Advanced Placement Physics C, calculus based physics, is the most mathematically rigorous class offered 
in the physics curriculum and is offered as a more mathematical alternative to AP Physics 1. The course 
covers the material typically presented in the first semester of a college calculus based physics sequence 
intended for science and engineering majors. Students considering a major in science or engineering at a 
highly competitive college or university are highly encouraged to take this course. Through inquiry-based 
learning and intense mathematical analysis, students will develop a deeper understanding of the physical 
world and improve their critical thinking and reasoning skills. It is strongly recommended that all 
prerequisites be met. Summer assignments are required. 
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Chemistry 
 

Chemistry CP         
 Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits          Year 
This is an introductory chemistry course designed to provide students with an overview of inorganic 
chemistry topics.  Within these units, students will study matter, solutions, formulas, bonding atomic 
structure, the mole concept, equations, gases and acid base theory.  Students that plan to continue their 
academic careers at the college level and have no plans to pursue a science or math related major may 
opt to take this course  
 
Chemistry ADV       
 Grade(s): 10-12    6 credits          Year  
This course provides the college bound student with a solid background in both organic and inorganic 
chemistry.  Students should have a solid foundation in math and will study topics such as equilibrium, 
electrochemistry, redox reactions, organic chemistry, descriptive chemistry and nuclear chemistry.  
Laboratory periods are designed to provide the students with maximum exposure to chemistry techniques, 
equipment and research.  Students planning on applying to a competitive 4-year college should take this 
course. 
 
Honors Chemistry   
 Grade(s): 10-12    6 credits          Year 
This course is an accelerated in-depth study of chemical reactions, chemical bonding, stoichiometry, acids 
and bases, properties of solids, liquids and gasses, kinetics, organic chemistry and the mathematical 
relationships of each.  Students must have completed geometry and be currently enrolled in Algebra 2.  
(Summer enrichment activities) 
 
AP Chemistry   
 Grade(s): 11-12    7 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: HN Chemistry  
Advanced Placement Chemistry is the most rigorous class offered in chemistry and mirrors the pace, scope 
and sequence of those found in a college-level freshman chemistry class.  Students considering a science 
related major at a highly competitive college or university are encouraged to take this course.  It is strongly 
recommended that the student take the respective AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must 
see their guidance counselor for financial aid information. ed.  Summer assignments are required. 
 

Biology 
 
Biology CP  
 Grade(s): 11-12    5 credits         Year 
This course creates an understanding of the biological sciences. Major areas of concentration are Matter, 
Energy and Organization in Living Systems, Diversity and Biological Evolution, and Reproduction and 
Heredity. 

 
Biology ADV      
 Grade(s): 11-12    6 credits         Year 
This college preparatory biology course is an in-depth study of the natural world including topics such as 
cell biology, biochemistry, cellular transport, photosynthesis, respiration, cellular division, genetics, 
evolution, ecology, and taxonomy as they relate to Matter, Energy and Organization in Living Systems, 
Diversity and Biological Evolution, and Reproduction and Heredity. 
       
Honors Biology  
 Grade(s): 11-12    6 credits        Year 
This course is designed for the highly motivated student and provides an accelerated in-depth study of life 
and living things, their structures and functions, systems and process in relation to their environment.  It is 
designed to best prepare students for future enrollment in AP Biology.  Topics will include, but not be limited 
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to: inquiry into the nature of life, basic chemistry and biochemistry, energy transformations, biological 
structures and functions, biological systems and processes, cellular and human reproduction, 
photosynthesis, genetics, taxonomy, ecology and evolution.  (Summer enrichment activities) 
 
AP Biology   
 Grade(s): 10 -12   7 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: HN Biology  
The Advanced Placement biology course is the most rigorous class offered in biology and mirrors the pace, 
scope and sequence of those found in a college-level freshman biology class.  Students considering a 
science related major at a competitive college or university are encouraged to take this course.  Each 
student is required to take the AP exam at the end of the course and based upon the college, credit may 
be awarded.  Summer assignments are required. This course offers dual credit opportunity with Stockton 
University. 
 
AP Environmental Science 

Grade(s): 11-12    7 credits         Year 
Prerequisite: Honors Biology, Adv. Chemistry, Physics completion or concurrent enrollment.  
The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be an introductory college course in Environmental 
Science including geology, biology, chemistry, and environmental science. It is a rigorous science course 
that not only encompasses scientific principles of these disciplines but includes scientific analysis of data, 
laboratory studies, and field investigations.  Each student is required to take the AP exam at the end of the 

course and based upon the college, credit may be awarded.  Summer assignments are required. 
 
SCIENCE ELECTIVES- Note: These electives do not supplant Core Science requirements. 
 
Anatomy and Physiology ADV 

Grade(s): 11-12    2.5 credits              Semester 
Prerequisite: Min of Adv. Chemistry and concurrent enrollment in Adv. Biology. 
The course will begin with an introduction to anatomy and its various branches, followed by a study of 
chemical organization, cells, tissues, organs, and various body systems. In part 2, studies continue with the 
study of the human body with emphasis on the cardiovascular, lymphatic, immune, respiratory, digestive, 
urinary, and reproductive systems. It will also discuss special topics, including pregnancy, human 
development. 
 
Biotechnology: Forensic Science ADV   
 Grade(s): 11-12    5 credits          Year  
Biotechnology is the technology behind the science of forensics.  It involves the study and application of 
science to the processes of law and involves the collection, examination, evaluation and interpretation of 
evidence.  This field encompasses many scientific areas which, if used properly, can make invaluable 
contributions to the resolution of social and legal disputes.  The full year course will review the basic 
applications of the biological, physical, chemical, medical and behavioral sciences to questions of evidence 
and law.  In doing so, students should gain a basic understanding of the capabilities and limitations of the 
forensic sciences as they are presently practiced. 
 
Astronomy ADV          

Grade(s): 11-12    2.5 credits              Semester  
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 ADV or taking concurrently 
This course of study entails selected topics in modern astronomy and advanced related topics in physics, 
chemistry and mathematics. Students will work with the 14" Celestron and 10" Meade telescopes for 
observational and astro-photographic laboratory projects involving the sun, planets, stars, nebulae and 
galaxies. 
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Oceanography ADV       
 Grade(s): 11-12    2.5 credits                          Semester  
Prerequisite: Chemistry ADV and Algebra 2 ADV or taking concurrently 
This course focuses on the coastal region and the political, economic, and ecological factors involved in 
the development of this important environment. Research and analysis are required of the social, biological, 
chemical, physical and geological problems of this rich and unique area of study. Approximately half the 
class will be dedicated towards the Physical Oceanography and Coastal Geology of NJ.  The second portion 
will focus on the Marine Biology of our shoreline. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
 
Information about Academic Levels – See page 10 
 
World History CP or ADV   

Grade: 9    5 credits          Year 
This course will examine the history of the modern world from 1700 to the present through the following 
themes: continuity and change, political and social systems, religions and value systems, economics and 
technology, geography, diversity, impact on the individual, global interaction, and art and literature. 
 
HN World History  

Grade: 9    5 credits          Year 
This course will examine an in-depth study of the history of the modern world from 1700 to the present 
through the following themes: continuity and change, political and social systems, religions and value 
systems, economics and technology, geography, diversity, impact of the individual, global interaction and 
art and literature.  Throughout this course, emphasis will be place on both critical thinking and writing.  
(Summer enrichment activities) 
 
United States History 1 CP or ADV               

Grade: 10    5 credits          Year 
This course will examine American history and the evolution of the U.S. Constitution through the following 
themes:  American democracy, civil rights and liberties, economic development, conflict and cooperation, 
geography and environment, the influence of technology, the individual and family life, humanities and 
religion, cultural diversity and the role of the US in world affairs.  The time period covered is colonization to 
approximately 1900. 
 
 
HN United States History 1 

Grade: 10    5 credits          Year 
This course will encourage students to participate in an in-depth study of American history and the evolution 
of the U.S. Constitution.  This class covers the political, social, economic, and cultural aspects of America’s 
history, and examines events from colonization to approximately 1900.  Throughout this course, emphasis 
will be placed on both critical thinking and writing.  (Summer enrichment activities) 
 
AP United States History 1  

Grade: 10    5 credits          Year  
Students will participate in a college-level study of American history and prepare for the AP American history 
exam.  This class covers the political, social, economic and cultural aspects of America’s history and 
describes the major events and chronology beginning with the Age of Exploration and continuing through 
approximately 1900. Summer assignments are required. 
 
United States History 2 CP or ADV       

Grade: 11    5 credits          Year 
 
This course will examine modern American history through the following themes: American democracy, 
civil rights and liberties, economic development, conflict and cooperation, geography and environment, the 
influence of technology, the individual and family life, humanities and religion, cultural diversity and the role 
of the US in world affairs.  The time period covered is approximately 1900 to the present. 
 
HN United States History 2  

Grade: 11    5 credits          Year 
This course will encourage students to participate in an in-depth study of American history.  This class 
covers the political, social, economic and cultural aspects of America’s history, and examines events from  
approximately 1900 to the present.  Throughout this course emphasis will be place on both critical thinking 
and writing skills.  (Summer enrichment activities) 
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AP United States History 2   

Grade: 11  5 credits       Year 
This course will continue to prepare students for the AP American History exam.  Students will be provided 
with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials 
in American history.  The course examines the events of the twentieth century, from Progressivism to 
present day and makes college-level demands upon the students. It is strongly recommended that the 
student take the respective AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance 
counselor for financial aid information.  Summer assignments are required.     
 

Social Studies Electives 
 
AP American Govt. & Politics 
 Grade(s): 11-12  5 credits                      Year  
This course provides an in-depth study of American government and politics at the college level and 
preparation for the Advanced Placement examination in American Government and Politics, US.  The 
course covers the foundations of American government, and the development and implementation of 
policies by the government. It is strongly recommended that the student take the respective AP exam.  
Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for financial aid information. 
Summer assignments are required. 
 
AP Psychology 

Grade(s): 11-12    5 credits          Year 
This course will introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes 
of human beings and animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena 
associated with each of the other major subfields within psychology.  They will also learn about the ethics 
and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  It is strongly recommended that the student 
take the respective AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for 
financial aid information. Summer assignments are required. 
 
AP World History                                 
 Grade(s) 10-12    5 credits       Year 
This course will provide an in-depth study at the college level of the past 1000 years of World History.  This 
course is designed to help students develop a greater understanding of global processes, and highlight the 
nature, causes, and consequences of changes within the international framework, as well as comparisons 
of major societies.  Through the study of cultural, institutional and technological precedents, students will 
develop more analytical research skills. It is strongly recommended that the student take the respective AP 
exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for financial aid information. 
Summer assignments are required. 
 
AP Human Geography 

Grade(s): 10-12                                  5 Credits           Year  
The purpose of the AP Human Geography course is to introduce students to the systematic study of 
patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the Earth’s surface. 
Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its 
environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their 
science and practice. It is strongly recommended that the student take the respective AP exam.  Students 
with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for financial aid information. Summer 
assignments are required.  
 
American Government ADV  

Grade(s): 11-12    5 credits          Year  
This course will examine the origins of the American system of government and politics today.  Students  
will analyze the balance of rights and responsibilities of citizens, the functioning of government at various 
levels, and examine the important public issues.  The class will utilize a variety of media, news sources and 
guest speakers. 
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Behavioral Science ADV 

Grade(s): 11-12    5 credits          Year 
This course will examine the basic principles of human behavior and mental processes including such topics 
as human development, learning, memory, sleep and dreams, stress and conflict, personality and 
psychological disorders.   Whenever possible, classroom activities are used to illustrate information 
discussed in class. 
 
Contemporary World Cultures ADV 

Grade(s): 11-12    5 credits          Year 
This course will examine different societies, their interrelationships and their beliefs, with special emphasis 
placed on such institutions as family, religion and government.  Anthropology, sociology, geography, and 
other social sciences are incorporated.  Activities, movies, music, and discussions dealing with current 
issues affecting all cultures are an integral part of the course.  
 
Criminal Justice 1 ADV 

Grade(s): 9-10    5 credits          Year 
In this course, students will examine society’s response to crime and the social science of criminology.  
Focus will be placed on criminal justice in the United States. Students will consider the development of the  
criminal justice system while framing crime in the context of our culture.  Students will evaluate our current 
system and propose ways to shape the system to meet the needs of our society.   The course will also 
review the history of the events that have shaped the field of law and those tasked with enforcement. 
Students will review real case studies to determine how local, state, and federal agencies prevent and at 
times respond to crimes committed by terrorists and their supporters. Students will further explore the role 
of crime fighting agencies, prosecuting and defense attorneys, judges, and others connected to the 
investigation and trials of those who commit illegal acts. The use of guest speakers will expose students to 
careers in the field of law. 
 
Criminal Justice 2 ADV 
Prerequisite: Criminal Justice 1 ADV.  

Grade(s): 10-12    5 Credits          Year 
This year long course studies the major disciplines of criminal justice. Students will also investigate 
important topics as they relate to forensic science. This class encourages the development of an 
understanding of the US criminal justice system on three levels, law enforcement, adjudication and 
corrections. Students will also evaluate social patterns and how an individual’s background impacts the 
criminal justice process.   Students will learn the appreciation of diversity and recognition of the significance 
that diversity has on our nation in the new millennium.  While looking at the root causes of crime, students 
will challenge each other to develop strategies for our criminal justice system as modern America is 
constantly changing. The use of guest speaker and fieldtrips will expose students to careers in the field of 
law. 
 
European History ADV  

Grade(s): 11-12    5 credits          Year 
This course will examine a history of Europe that traces the rise of subjects such as art, science, democracy, 
Christianity, philosophy and medicine from their European origins to their current state in the world.  
Questions such as, “How did the Europeans come to conquer the world?” and “Why has Europe so rarely 
been at peace?” are examined through critical reading and class discussion.  Brief histories of the major 
European nations are studied, as are geography and current events.  Debate and class participation are 
strongly encouraged. 
 
History through Film ADV  

Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits          Year 
This course will analyze the argument that Americans get the majority of knowledge about historical events 
by viewing films that are produced by the mass entertainment industry.  This course will examine how 
accurately Hollywood portrays historical events and characters, and what dangers exist for American 
democracy if a large portion of our population believes in a history that never really happened.  Using films,  
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as well as primary and secondary sources, students will analyze the accuracy and impact of Hollywood 
films and United States history. 
 
Holocaust/Genocide Studies ADV    

Grade(s): 10-12    5 Credits            Year 
This course in Holocaust and Genocide Studies provides a broad interdisciplinary study of the Holocaust 
and other genocides of the 20th and 21st centuries.  Studies about the Holocaust and other genocides 
address a central tenet of education: what it means to be a responsible citizen in a democratic society. The 
Holocaust and other crimes against humanity are examined in an attempt to understand how and why such 
events took place, with a view to future prevention.  Discussion, primary sources, movies and 
documentaries are a vital part of the course. This course offers Dual credit opportunity with Stockton 
University. 

 
 
Board Approved Social Studies Courses Not Currently Active: 
Current Issues through Media 

Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits          Year 
This course will cover a variety of issues and problems that face society today through the use of films, the 
Internet, television, newspapers and magazines.  Topics covered will reflect both the national and 
international scene, and will include current events as well as current issues.  Included will be videos and 
discussions related to:  prejudice, terrorism, censorship, capital punishment, citizenship and the rights of 
individuals under the law. 
 
 
History of Africa & Asia ADV 

Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits          Year 
This course will cover the history and geography of Africa and Asia (including the Middle East), as well as 
the cultural, religious, political, economic, and social aspects of these regions. Discussion, movies and 
music are a vital part of the course. The impact of current events on the present international situation will 
also be examined. 
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VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS 
 

The courses described in this area fulfill the state-mandated 5 credit requirement that must be completed 
prior to graduation.  There are many courses listed that serve to enrich the educational experience for all 
students.  Students should pay close attention to the prerequisites that may be listed under the titles that 
outline any requirements that must be met in order to register for a particular course. 
 
Art Appreciation *                               
 Grade 9 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will expose students to creative modes of problem solving that will lead to an understanding of 
the influences of the art and their power to create and reflect cultures. Students will analyze nonverbal 
communication and make informed judgments about cultural products and issues. *(Offered in combination 
with the Introduction to Studio Art elective to meet the Visual & Performing Arts requirement.) 
 
Introduction to Studio Art *    
 Grade: 9 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will introduce students to a repertoire of techniques in the visual arts.  Experience will be 
obtained with skills such as drawing, painting, graphic design, ceramics, and sculpture through hands on 
projects.  Students will develop the ability to apply visual, analytical and critical skills and develop basic 
competency in art. *(Offered in combination with Art Appreciation) 
 
Studio Art 1 

Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year 
This course is designed for an experience in art that prepares the student for the portfolio presentation 
while developing art for life’s enjoyment.  As the student explores the principles of art they will compile 
exemplary works for their portfolio while learning about art history and art in everyday life.   Work includes 
drawing: still life, portraiture and perspective; painting: water color, acrylic and mixed media; sculpture and 
ceramics. 
 
Studio Art 2  

Grade(s): 11-12 5 credits Year 
Prerequisite: Studio Art 1 
This course will enable the student to pursue specified artistic techniques and medias. This is an advanced 
level art course for students that wish to further develop their skills in the visual arts, preparing for an art 
related career or for the student that wishes to explore the enjoyment of art.  Individual skill and creativity 
will be explored while learning presentation of their finished pieces.   Media will vary with prior experience 
and skill of the students but will include pastels, color pencils, pen and ink, water color, and 
acrylic.   
 
AP Studio Art, 2D or Drawing  

Grade 12 5 credits Year 
Prerequisite: Superior achievement in art. 
The AP Studio Art opportunities are designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical 
experience of art. The AP Studio Art courses make it possible for high school students to do college-level 
work under the guidelines established by The College Board. Students will develop a sustained 
investigation topic and create original works which explore their ideas.  The course prepares students for 
the AP Art and Design Exam which is a portfolio of 15 original works.  
 
AP Art History 

Grade(s) 10-12                             5 Credits                                                           Year 
Pre-requisite: Minimum B Average in World History (Adv level or higher).  
This full year elective course begins with Prehistoric cave paintings and ends with Modern Contemporary 
Art and is designed to provide students with a program similar to an introductory college level course in Art 
History. Through visual presentations and virtual museum tours, students will study artists and hundreds of 
art masterpieces in a chronological sequence. Students will learn about various art techniques, examine 
art from cultures around the world, and be able to see how and why the works of art function then and 



46 

now.  An appreciation of architecture, sculpture, painting and other art forms within historical and cultural 
context is useful but no prior exposure to Art History is required.   Although fun and interesting, the major 
focus of this course is intense preparation for the national AP Art History exam.  
 
International Arts & Crafts  
 Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year 
This course is designed to introduce the students to the World of Crafts.  The students will learn to create  
a multitude of crafts from around the world. The basic principles and elements of fine art, food, religion,  
literature, academics and the daily lifestyle of various cultures will be studied.  Sewing, fashion design, book 
making, jewelry, pottery, painting, drawing, sculpture, art history & graphic design will be introduced. 
 
Ceramics    
 Grade(s): 10-12 2.5 credits Semester 
This course will explore the expansive field of ceramics utilizing hand-built methods and the potters’ wheel.    
The course includes pottery, sculpture, firing, decorating and glazing techniques, and a brief history of the 
field of ceramics. 
 
Computer Graphics 1  

Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits  Year 
This course will explore the endless possibilities of computer generated art. Students will examine the basic 
elements of design and composition to communicate concepts digitally. Production, aesthetics, 
communication and the fundamentals of the Adobe programs will be discovered. A basic understanding of 
Art and design is encouraged. 
 
Computer Graphics 2  
 Grade(s): 11-12 5 credits  Year 
Prerequisite: Computer Graphics 1 
This course will involve students using programs, techniques and design concepts in the digital arts at a 
professional capacity. Students will utilize advanced components of the Adobe programs with a basic 
understanding of the Macromedia programs to create interactive web sites and graphic designs. Strong 
computer, art, and design skills are highly recommended. 
 

Photography  
Grade(s): 10-12  2.5 credits  Semester  

This course will introduce the students to the fundamentals of digital photography. Students will learn the 
basic principles and techniques of working with digital SLR cameras. They will experience the photo editing 
process and experimentation with the media. Students will learn the basics such as composition, light and 
exposure, types of cameras and work with Adobe Lightroom. They will also practice proper filing and 
presentation of their work. Students will see what makes a successful photo and what does not. Students 
are encouraged to have 32G SD card for file saving purposes. 

Photography 2  
Grade(s): 11-12  2.5 credits Semester 

 Prerequisite: Photography I. Students are expected to have a working knowledge of digital SLR cameras 
and Adobe Photoshop.  
In this course, students will advance their technical and aesthetic skills in digital photography and digital 
photo-editing. A major part of the course will cover digital media and its application in fine arts and 
communication with focus on a conceptual thinking. Students are encouraged to have 32G SD card for 
file saving purposes. 
 
Portrait Photography 
 Grade(s): 10-12 2.5 credits Semester 
This course is designed to teach students how to take quality portraits. Students will learn how to work with 
all different types of subjects, from individuals to groups.  Skills learned will include capturing facial 
expressions, personality, or mood of your subject using composition, lighting, and backgrounds. Students 
will learn the types of lighting and posing, how to shoot in studio or on location, and how to master the gear 
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they will need to create inspiring work. Portraiture is by far the most common form of photography, creating 
compelling portraits requires in part the ability to connect with people, and this class would be designed to 
offer the learning experience to students interested in work with humans. 

Piano  
 Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year 
This course includes theory and practice of learning to play the piano.  The class is taught through individual 
and group instruction.  Keyboard skills and basic theory is taught according to each student’s level of 

musical background.  Instruction includes the study of a variety of styles of musical literature. Students of 

all levels may sign up for this course. 
 
Music Appreciation and Culture* 
 Grade(s): 9-12   2.5 credits Semester 
This course is offered in combination with Practical Dramatics as a means to meet the Visual and 
Performing Arts graduation requirement.  Students will be engaged in gaining a perspective both historically 
and culturally of the many genres of music and their relationship to culture and history.  
 
Practical Dramatics* 
 Grade(s): 9-12    2.5 credits              Semester 
This course will instruct students in all aspects of dramatic arts.    Students will be engaged in dramatic 
production, scene study and performance.  They will learn both the historical and cultural background of all 
genres of the theater.  Students will be required to participate in various plays (in-class) throughout the 
course of study. Students with a sincere interest in acting are encouraged to sign up for this class. *Paired 
with above course to meet the Visual and Performing Arts graduation requirement. 
 
Music Theory 
 Grade(s): 9-12 5 credits Year 
This course will give individual and group instruction in theory, harmony, part-writing, and orchestration. 
Music theory uses a set of systems for analyzing, classifying, and composing music and the elements of 
music. Narrowly it may be defined as the description in words of elements of music, and the interrelationship 
between the notation of music and performance practice.  If you are planning to major in music, this is the 
class for you. 
 
AP Music Theory 
 Grade(s): 10-12    5 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Audition     
This course includes analyzing and writing music on an advanced level for students expecting to take the 
Advanced Placement Exam in May. The Advanced Placement Music Theory course focuses on the musical 
material and skills required for the AP Music Theory Exam. The course will focus on developing a thorough 
understanding of music analysis, music composition, ear training and sight singing skills and the ultimate 
goal of AP Music Theory is to develop a student's ability to recognize, understand, and describe the basic 
materials and processes of music that are heard or presented in a score. Students will apply their knowledge 
and skills to arranging and composition projects, conducting, keyboard application while developing the 
mastery needed to be successful on the AP Exam and comparable to a first-year music theory course in 
college. It is strongly recommended that the student take the respective AP exam.  Students with an 
economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for financial aid information. Summer assignments 
are required. 

  
Freshman Choir/ Concert Choir  
 Grade(s): 9-12 5 credits Year 
Prerequisite:   Audition 
This course is offered to students who have a sincere interest in singing and will participate in a course 
designed to improve their vocal abilities and overall musical skills.  Students will be introduced to sight- 
singing and basic vocal techniques. 
 
 



48 

Select Choir 
 Grade(s): 11-12 5 credits Year 
Prerequisite: One year of Concert Choir and Audition 
This course is offered to students who have had previous choral singing experience. They will study and 
perform a variety of vocal music styles while working to refine their skills.  Music theory, sight-singing and 
proper vocal techniques will be emphasized. 
 
Choir/Concert Band 
 Grade(s): 9-12 5 credits Year 
This course is for students who wish to perform in both vocal and instrumental music.   Instruction includes 
the study of a variety of styles of musical literature. Marching band, wind ensemble, and jazz ensemble are 
included in this group. 

Wind Ensemble      
 Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year 
Prerequisite: Audition     

This course is for upperclassmen who are accomplished musicians. Students will receive instruction in 
playing music harmoniously as a unit.  Marching band, wind ensemble, and jazz ensemble are included in 
this group. 
 
Concert Band 
 Grade(s): 9-12 5 credits Year 
This course will consist of: freshmen and upperclassmen at an intermediate level of ability and/or students 
with scheduling difficulties that interfere with their ability to meet at the time the “Wind Ensemble” convenes.  
Students will participate in marching band, concert band and jazz ensemble. 
 
Instrument Improvisation 
 Grade(s): 10 -12 5 credits Year 
Prerequisite: Audition   
This course will have students exploring the skills needed to improvise in various musical idioms, ranging 
from Jazz to Rock.  Students must be able to play an instrument and read music.  Students will apply 
traditional music theory and analysis and gain an understanding of jazz history and the importance of 
popular music in American history.  Designated reading and listening assignments as well as performances 
at school functions will be required components. This is a horn based class. 

String Orchestra                                
 Grade: 9 -12 5 credits Year 
Prerequisite: Audition or teacher recommendation.  
This course is for students who currently are able to play at an intermediate level of ability.  Students will 
receive instruction in playing strings harmoniously as an ensemble and performing. Community and school 
performances will be required. 
 
Board Approved Visual/Performing Arts Courses Not Currently Active: 
Graphics 1 

Grade(s): 10-12 5 credits Year 
This course will explore the fundamentals of graphic design. Students will learn to work in both print and 
dynamic media. Through perceptual understanding, including aesthetics, graphic form and structure, 
concept development and visual organization, students will design solutions to communication problems. 
Assignments will explore aspects of graphic imagery, typography, and layout. 

 
Jazz/Rock Ensemble  
 Grade(s): 10 -12 5 credits Year 
Prerequisite: Audition 
This course is an ensemble group with an atmosphere for creative expression in the art of popular music.  
Included will be the music of the rock genre from the 1950’s to today.  The jazz idiom will be studied in the 
small ensemble setting covering styles from blues to bop.  Students will rehearse, perform, and compose 
the various styles of music as part of the course requirement. 
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WORLD LANGUAGE 

 
American Sign Language 1 ADV   
Grade(s): 9-12     5 credits                                             Year 
This course provides an introduction to American Sign Language, the language used by the Deaf 
community. Student experiences will include vocabulary development, numbers, finger spelling and an 
introduction to the syntax and grammar through conversational phrases, dialogues and videotapes. Class 
is primarily conducted in sign language with no voice. Students will explore Deaf culture, history, and related 
vocational opportunities.                                                
 
American Sign Language 2 ADV 
Grade(s): 10-12     5 credits                           Year  
Prerequisite: ASL 1 ADV    
This course will continue the study of American Sign Language in an environment devoid of voicing.  The 
use of signing space, facial grammar, body postures, fluent finger spelling, and continued vocabulary 
development will be emphasized.  More complex grammatical structures will be introduced and students 
will participate in various role-playing activities.  Students will continue to gain an understanding of Deaf 
Culture during field trips, assemblies and classroom visits from Deaf presenters. 
 
HN American Sign Language 3 
Grade: 11-12     5 credits                           Year  
Prerequisite: ASL 2 ADV    
This course is for students who have demonstrated exceptional ability and interest in the study of ASL and 
who seek more challenging linguistic exploration into the language.  Students will continue to deepen their 
study of American Sign Language and Deaf Culture in an environment devoid of voicing. This course will 
be taught through project-based thematic units where students are part of a “minority culture” on planet 
Earth where the majority of people are Deaf, American Sign Language users.  Students will spend 
significant time preparing for the Sign Language Proficiency Interview (SLPI) in an effort to earn the “Seal 
of Biliteracy” certificate at the conclusion of the course.   
 
French 1 ADV 
Grade(s): 9-12     5 credits                     Year 
This course will study the French language and the francophone culture in a lively and highly personalized 
manner. The four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are developed sequentially.  
Students communicate with one another in basic French using vocabulary of everyday situations. 
 
French 2 ADV  
Grade(s): 9-12     5 credits                                Year 
Prerequisite:  French 1 ADV 
This course will continue the study of French and further develop the four language skills.  Students listen 
to spoken French on cassettes and videos and read authentic materials.  Practical vocabulary is studied in 
thematic units.  Students work with partners to develop their speaking and writing skills. 
 
HN French 2  
Grade(s): 9-12     5 credits                         Year 
Prerequisite:  French 1 ADV 
This course is for the student who demonstrates exceptional ability and interest in the study of French and 
is seeking more challenging work.  This course will continue the study of French and further develop the 
four language skills.  Practical vocabulary is studied in thematic units.  Students work with partners and 
independently to develop their speaking and writing skills.  (Summer enrichment activities) This course 
offers dual credit opportunity with ACCC. 
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French 3 ADV   
Grade(s): 10-12     5 credits                                Year 
Prerequisite:  French 2 ADV 
This course will refine the language skills learned the previous two years.  The presentation of thematic 
vocabulary is continued with students often engaging in role-playing situations.  Students will also study the 
monuments and history of Paris. 
 
HN French 3   
Grade(s): 10-12     5 credits                                  Year 
Prerequisite:  French 2 HN or ADV 
This course is for students who have demonstrated exceptional ability and interest in the study of French 
and who seek more challenging writing, speaking and listening activities. Students must be recommended 
by their previous instructor.  (Summer enrichment activities) This course offers dual credit opportunity 
with ACCC. 
 
French 4 ADV  
Grade(s): 11-12     5 credits                   Year       
Prerequisite:  French 3 ADV 
This course is designed to provide maximum exposure to the French language.  Students will discuss 
literary texts, write essays, and view French movies, and study vocabulary and grammar in thematic units.  
Pertinent information relating to foreign travel will also be examined. 
 
HN French 4  
Grade(s): 11-12     5 credits                      Year  
Prerequisite:  French 3 HN or ADV 
This course is designed to provide maximum exposure to the French language and is for students who 
have demonstrated exceptional ability and interest. Students will discuss literary texts in depth, write more 
challenging essays, view French movies, and study vocabulary and grammar in thematic units and pertinent 
information relating to foreign travel will also be examined.  Students must be recommended by their 
previous instructor.  (Summer enrichment activities) 
  
AP French 
Grade: 12     5 credits                      Year 
This course will emphasize the use of the French language for active communication and the ability to 
understand spoken French in various contexts.  French vocabulary, sufficiently ample for reading 
newspaper and magazine articles, literary texts, and other non-technical writings, will enable students to 
express themselves coherently, resourcefully, and with fluency and accuracy in both written and spoken 
French. Most of the class time is devoted to discussing literature, French films, or current events and to 
writing expository essays. It is strongly recommended that the student take the respective AP exam.  
Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for financial aid information. 
Summer assignments are required.  
   
Italian 1 ADV     
Grade(s): 9-12     5 credits                         Year 
This course is a rigorous study of the basic skills which leads to a continuation of the higher levels of Italian.  
The class will emphasize speaking, reading, writing and comprehension at a beginning level of the target 
language. 
 
Italian 2 ADV     
Grade(s): 10-12     5 credits          Year 
Prerequisite: Italian 1 ADV 
This course will continue the study of the Italian language and culture.  Through the participation in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing activities, students will expand on the language abilities acquired the previous 
year.  Students will engage in everyday conversations and reinforce their grammatical skills.  
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HN Italian 3 
Grade(s): 11-12     5 credits                                                      Year  
Prerequisite: Italian 2 ADV      
Students will continue studying the Italian language and culture from an elementary to an intermediate 
level.  Thanks to this course, students will have the opportunity to apply the vocabulary and grammatical 
structures (learned during the previous two years) to real-life conversations and written compositions on 
more advanced topics.  Students will read some literary works such as short stories and will explore cultural 
topics on a more advanced level. 
 
Latin 1 ADV  
Grade(s): 9-12     5 credits                     Year 
This course will introduce basic Latin grammar, vocabulary, Latin and English word elements (prefixes, 
roots, and suffixes), English derivatives from Latin roots, as well as translation and Roman history and 
culture. 
 
Latin 2 ADV 
Grade(s): 10-12     5 credits          Year  
Prerequisite:  Latin 1 ADV 
This course will review the contents of Latin 1 ADV and provide additional Latin grammar, Latin and English 
vocabulary and derivatives, and translation skills, and will continue the introduction to Roman history, 
culture and its contribution to Western and world civilization. 
 
HN Latin 3  
Grade(s): 11-12     5 credits                                  Year 
Prerequisite:  Latin 2 ADV 
This course is for students who demonstrate exceptional interest and ability in Latin study and are seeking 
more challenging work.  This course will review and continue the study of grammar, vocabulary, translation, 
literary devices, and Roman history and culture related to translation of selections by the great Roman 
orator Cicero.  

HN Latin 4 
Grade(s): 11-12     5 credits                         Year 
Prerequisite:  Latin 3 ADV 
This course will review previously studied grammar, vocabulary and translation skills studied in the previous 
three levels and present additional grammar, vocabulary, poetic devices, meter, and figures of speech 
necessary to translation of Roman poets.  Students will be able to experience, through translating additional 
passages in Roman poetry (especially Vergil) and Latin literature, in greater depth.  Latin IV (H) would 
prepare the student for the competitive National Latin Exam IV: Poetry.  
  
Spanish 1 CP   
Grade(s): 9-12     5 credits          Year 
This course will provide an introduction to the Spanish language and culture in a course which requires a 
high amount of participation.  Speaking, reading, writing and listening skills will be practiced. This is an 
introductory course which leads to Spanish 1 Advanced. 
 
Spanish 1 ADV   
Grade(s): 9-12     5 credits                      Year 
This course is a rigorous study of the basic skills which leads to a continuation of the higher levels of 
Spanish.  The class will emphasize speaking, reading, writing and comprehension at a beginning level of 
the target language.   
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HN Spanish 1    
Grade: 9     5 credits          Year 
This course is designed for the student who is a high achiever, hard-worker, and who has a desire to move 
at a very fast pace.  The course will expand and spiral previous topics and grammatical concepts learned 
in Spanish studies prior to high school.  Collaborative learning activities are utilized to development very 
high listening and speaking skills.  Reading, writing, and grammatical skills will continue to develop at a 
rapid pace.  Students will have homework, oral and written assignments and will be expected to work 
cooperatively. Although the goal of the Language Department is “proficiency,” there will be attention to 
detail.  Students will be preparing for Spanish 2 Honors, with a goal of reaching AP Spanish in the senior 
year.  
 
Spanish 2 ADV 
Grade(s): 10-12     5 credits                         Year 
Prerequisite: Spanish 1 ADV 
This course will expand and spiral previous topics. Personalized collaborative learning activities are utilized 
to continue the development of listening and speaking skills.  Reading, writing, and grammatical skills 
continue to develop. NOTE: 8th graders need a strong foundation in Spanish 1 to be successful in this 
course along with a teacher recommendation. 
 
HN Spanish 2 
Grade(s): 10-12     5 credits                        Year 
Prerequisite: Spanish 1 ADV 
This course is for the student who demonstrates exceptional ability and interest in the study of Spanish and 
is seeking more challenging work. The course will expand and spiral previous topics. Personalized 
collaborative learning activities are utilized to continue the development of listening and speaking skills.  
Reading, writing, and grammatical skills continue to develop. (Summer enrichment activities) 
 
Spanish 3 ADV  
Grade(s): 10-12     5 credits                      Year 
Prerequisite: Spanish 2 ADV  
This course will expand and spiral previous topics and grammatical concepts. Collaborative learning 
activities are utilized to development listening and speaking skills.  Reading, writing, and grammatical skills 
continue to develop.  Students will have homework, oral and written assignments and will be expected to 
work cooperatively. Although the goal of the Language Department is “proficiency,” this year there will be 
attention to detail.  Students will be preparing for Spanish 4, and for the intermediate level of college 
language study. 
 
HN Spanish 3 
Grade(s): 10-12     5 credits                      Year 
Prerequisite: Spanish 2 HN or ADV 
This course will offer students who have demonstrated exceptional ability and interest in the study of 
Spanish to communicate in practical, survival situations and simulations.  Students will also express 
opinions, deal with abstract ideas and symbolism and express emotions, wishes, and preferences using 
the target language. The course is designed for the students who seek more challenging writing, speaking 
and listening activities. Students must be recommended by their previous instructor.  (Summer enrichment 
activities) This course offers dual credit opportunity with ACCC. 
 
Spanish 4 ADV 
Grade(s): 11-12     5 credits                     Year 
Prerequisite: Spanish 3 ADV 
This course will provide a rigorous and challenging course of study.  Some preparation for the advanced 
placement course and/or college level programs will be provided.  Activities requiring higher order thinking 
skills are used to continue to develop language usage. 
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AP Spanish  
Grade: 12     5 credits                      Year 
This course will be in preparation for advanced college study of Spanish.  Students should be able to use 
the Spanish language to understand conversations, lectures, oral presentations, newspapers, letters, 
instructions, internet articles, and short stories.  Students will be able to express themselves orally by 
describing, inquiring, arguing, and convincing and using a variety of styles and strategies Students are 
expected to participate regularly in class discussion.  Students will participate in a long-term research 
assignment utilizing proper note taking and writing formats. It is strongly recommended that the student 
take the respective AP exam.  Students with an economic hardship must see their guidance counselor for 
financial aid information Summer assignments are required. 
 
Spanish for Heritage Speakers 
Grade(s): 9-12     5 credits      Year 
Prerequisite- Oral proficiency in Spanish 

This course is designed specifically for native or heritage Spanish speakers with oral proficiency but little or no 
formal training in the language. Generally, these are learners who are raised in homes where Spanish is spoken. 
The purpose is to build upon the language knowledge the students already possess and enhance proficiency in 
Spanish literacy through a variety of contexts such as building vocabulary, strengthening composition skills, and 
literature.  The students will also gain a better understanding of other traditions through exploration of the various 
cultures in the Hispanic world.  
 
 
  
 


