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Hello OCIS Families,
 
In this edition of our newsletter our Student Characters of the Month make an appearance and show
off their well deserved awards.  We have such an amazing student body here at OCIS.  Our school is
full of kind and caring students and it is an honor to be able to recognize a few of those students
each month.
 
One of my favorite things about this school is the fun, energetic and inventive twist that our educators
constantly put on student learning.  Students are educated in a variety of subjects through not only
books and lessons, but through games and activities as well.  Students learn through making
grapevine wreaths in the Garden Club, participating in Monster Math Morning with Dr. Brown, and by
visiting Cape May's MUA to find out exactly what happens when we throw out our garbage.  Our staff
members are always coming up with new and interesting ways to engage the students.  As you'll see
in some of the photos that follow, the students sometimes have so much fun that they can forget they
are learning!
 
It's easy to continue to engage our children's minds through interactive games at home.  Some of my
favorite games to play with my own family are Qwirkle, Risk, and Mancala.  Board games are a great
way to spend time together as a family while also increasing memory formation and cognitive skills,
improving concentration, and...having a good laugh together.
 
I wish everyone a safe and fun-filled holiday break.  Let's all take this time to enjoy our families and
connect with our children!
 



GUIDANCE

Student Services

 

Help us celebrate our Student Characters of the Month!  
Each month teachers nominate two students from each grade level that exhibit

the character trait of that month. 
 

September was the character trait of Friendship - Developing connections based
on respect and understanding.  

 
The October trait was Caring - feeling and exhibiting concern and empathy for

others.  Winners received a certificate, a medal, and a pizza party with the
Principal and Guidance Counselor.  

 
Congratulations to September's Winners:  

Scarlett Garrett, Liam Geary, Dylan Gregorec, Jully Martinez Avila, 
Kaia Chew, Diego Oropeza Bautista, Alexandra Alva, Vander Reeves, 

Lola Bourgeois, James Gilchrist, 
Clifford Dirkes, Cooper Lysinger. 

 
Congratulations to October’s Winners: Lili Bautista, 

Cruz Dinofa, Sebastian Hudak, Kai Linthicum, 
Jaida Dooley, Eric Reiff, Abigail Hays, 

Nicholas Sardy, Matthew Murray, Anna Stamm, 
Marley Dwyer, Joshua Lenko.







 

This month has been a busy one in the Wellness
Center!  During Red Ribbon Week, Camfel

Productions came in to present to our 4th, 5th and
6th grade students on the importance of spreading
kindness in their daily lives while 6th, 7th, and 8th
graders were educated on how social media can

negatively impact them.  Mrs. Grisinger also invited
Mrs. Berenato, the Nurse/SAC at the Wellness

Center in the High School, along with several high
school students to join our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade

lunches to discuss the dangers surrounding vaping. 
 On Tuesday, October 29th, the high school students

went from table to table quizzing the IS students
about vaping facts and initiated conversation about

peer pressure and successful ways to avoid
uncomfortable situations.  The IS students were
awarded prizes for answering correctly on the

quizzes and for their creative responses to peer
pressure.  It is always a good time when the HS

students come join us for activities!  Students were
given a survey regarding Red Ribbon Week and the

majority of the responses were in favor of these
presentations!The Health Teacher, Mrs. Bendig, and
Mrs. Grisinger also teamed up to host “silent stations”
in the Wellness Center after completion of a lesson
focusing on stress.  Students were placed in small
groups and spent several minutes in stations, such

as using Buddha Boards, using play-doh, journaling,
completing word puzzles, and resting to learn which
coping mechanisms they find helpful. Lastly, Mrs.

Grisinger and Nurse Millar teamed up to raise some
awareness for healthy eating.  Students participated
in a candy corn count during their lunch periods.  A

student from each grade who was closest to the final
count was awarded a gift certificate for local

restaurants offering healthy options, such as Yanni’s
Cafe, Bungalow Bowls, and Greens & Grinds.

WELLNESS

Student Services



Classroom Activities
Poe Projects

Ms. Noll’s 8th graders spent the
beginning of November

learning about the master of the
macabre, Edgar Allan Poe. To
showcase their knowledge of
Poe’s life, students worked in
groups to create interviews,

slideshows, epitaphs, and raps
about his life.Some classes
even had a visit from Poe

himself!

Music

Students from Mrs. Rowe’s eighth-grade
music classes performed for OCPS
kindergarteners and Mrs. O’Neill’s fourth-
grade class.  Song selections included:
Disney songs, Star Wars theme song, “Ode
to Joy”, “Amazing Grace”, “Baby Shark”,
SpongeBob SquarePants theme song,
Minecraft theme song, and many more. 
 Students performed on the piano keyboard,
guitars, recorders, boomwhackers,
xylophones, and kazoo.  

 



Spanish Classes 
The Day of the Dead (Dia De Los Muertos) is a two day
holiday that reunites the living and loved ones who have
passed in our hearts and memories. Families create
ofrendas (Offerings) to honor their departed family
members that have passed. These altars are decorated
with bright yellow marigold flowers, photos of the departed,
and the favorite foods and drinks of the one being
honored. For our school-wide Spanish “Ofrenda” each
grade in Mrs. Pontari, Mrs. Daily, and Mr Liess’ Spanish
classes made a craft to honor loved ones who have
passed. Each student wrote the name or names of lovd
ones who they wanted to honor on this holiday. 
4th grade: Colorful Skull Masks
5th grade: Las Flores (flowers)
6th grade: Las Calaveras (clay skulls)
7th grade: Papel Picado  



What happens when you throw away trash? Where is away?
 
On November 4th, the sixth grade class visited Cape May County’s Municipal
Utilities Authority to tour the facilities and witness what happens when trash
and recyclables are thrown away. While many refer to this facility as the
“dump”, students explored the many services provided b the  MUA to manage
our trash by implementing innovative and nd sustainable practices aimed at
keeping our environment safe and clean.  These services range from
capturing methane from rotting food that is used to produce electricity to
collecting leachate (a combination of liquid trash and water) to be
treated/cleaned. Students also toured the recycling facilities at the MUA and
saw first-hand the important work of separating recyclables so that they can
be packaged and sent to processing plants to regenerate materials. 
 
After their visit, students thought about and discussed the ways in which they
could change their behaviors to contribute to a cleaner future. If you’d like to
explore ways that your family can better disspose of trash, visit:
https://www.cmcmua.com/waste-wizard

6th Grade Field Trip



 

Yoga Club
For the month of October the Students at
OCIS continue to participate in Meditation

Mondays after school in the Wellness
room.  Each Monday students get a fresh

start to their week by practicing meditation,
mindfulness, general mental wellness

techniques, and MUCH MORE! Yoga club is
offered to 4th-8th graders.  Heidi Farber,
from Hummingbird Yoga, is just one of

many yoga instructors who will be our guest
instructor to lead us each Monday after

school. Each week one of our 3 advisors will
be present during yoga sessions: Mrs.

Kirey, Mrs. Pontari, or  Ms. Lubas.

After School Clubs

The Ocean City Fishing Club invited members of
the OCIS Fishing Club to take part in the 51st

Annual tournament. Members Kelsea Bowman,
Cole Laursen, Frank Rubba and Brendan Geary

represented the club.
Fishing was slow, but the kids had a great time
and members were rewarded with new fishing

rods and prizes. Thanks to OCFC for allowing us
to take part in the tournament.

OCIS Fishing Club



AThe OCIS garden club had a guest
presenter, Mr. Todd Lauer, who taught the
members how to make grapevine wreaths. 
Students learned that wild grapevines can
be found all over New Jersey as an
invasive plant but also provide food for
birds.  The vines grow quickly and make a
great material for wreaths.  Garden club
members were instructed on how to bend,
twist, and wrap the vines to create a
beautiful and unique decoration.

GARDEN CLUB

Members of OC Life competed in the 2019
NJSBA and US ARMY STEAM Tank
competition on October 23 at the Atlantic
City Convention Center. The competition
asks the district teams to invent something
new, modify an existing product, or identify
a situation or real-world problem that
needs resolution. Teams were provided
with criteria and a panel of experts judge
their designs and solutions.5th Graders
Megan Hope, Casey Adamson, and Emma
Rodriguez designed a baking tool that
helps kids that struggle with fractions
called, The MeasureMe. 7th Graders
Clifford Dirkes and Vander Reeves put
their own spin on a Keurig, making it more
environmentally friendly and adding a
section for kids to brew hot chocolate.
Their creation is called, The VC Machine.

OC LIFE -
STEAM TANK



The teachers at OCIS continued their annual tradition of
team Halloween costumes. Students were greeted in the
hallway by a range of costumes - some punny, some
funny, and some outrageous.
 
The STOKES Committee and Student Council
coordinated a Halloween Dance for 7th and 8th graders
on Friday, October 25th.
 
Teachers voted on costume contest winners:
Best Overall:  Grayson Marshall
Funniest:  Jason Narciso
Cutest:  Kierstyn Craver
Scariest:  Nathan Amey
Most Ridiculous:  Zander Pagan
 
A special THANK YOU to the following teachers who
volunteered to chaperone this dance:  Michelle Tornblom,
Cholehna Weaver, Chris Nunan, arianne elinski, Nick
Verducci, Sonja Parker, Ita Lanterman, Joyce Franks,
Stepfanie Grisinger and Lindsay Morris.
 

 

Halloween Happenings

Dr. Brown’s first period Compact Math class planned
a student-run “Monster Math Morning.” On Tuesday
October 29th students led their 7th grade peers in a
variety of halloween-themed games. The catch? In
order to play, students had to correctly solve a given
math problem relating to their current unit in math -
rational numbers.
 
Each of Dr. Brown’s 23 students worked in a group
of 2-4 to create an activity as a conclusion to the first
unit of the year. Students enjoyed their morning
spent with classmates and left with a little extra
candy eaten and a lot of math knowledge displayed!
 
Activities included; A Monster Math Puzzle, Boo
Bowling, Mummy Wrapping, Halloween Jeopardy,
and a photo booth!

Dr. Brown's Monster Math



DODGEBALL



Raider Fit

 8th Grade

 

Brady Oves
Wade Hudak - 

2x winner
Miranda Petersen
Georgia Schaefer

7th Grade

 

Ben McGonigle
Choloe Care

Tommy Grimley
Abigail Hays - 

2x winner

6th Grade

 

Audrey Schroeder -
2x winner

Anthony Pontari
Johnny Godfrey - 

2x winner
Atlee Vanesko

5th Grade

 

Graham Tolson -
2x winner

Peighton Clemens

4th Grade

 Cruz Dinofa
Lilly Cozamanis - 

2x winner

TThe October Raider Fit Challenge was the 20 meter PACER Test. 
The PACER Test is a physical fitness assessment that helps measure Aerobic
Capacity & Cardio-Respiratory Endurance.
Congratulations to the following students for achieving the most laps in
the 20 meter PACER Test:
 

 



12/12 and 12/13 - PTA Holiday Shop
12/12 - Winter Concert 6:30 at HS
Week of 12/16 - Winter Theme Week
12/20 - Early Dismissal at 12:10
12:23 thru 1/1/20 - Winter Break (School Closed)
1/2/20 - School Resumes


