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April 21, 2020 
 
Dear School Community: 
 
I hope you and your family had a restful spring break, taking time to refresh and catch your breath from these hectic and 
intense past few weeks.  
 
Traditionally, when students return from spring break, we are gearing up for the academic demands of the final marking 
period and a flurry of exciting, emotional, and joyous activities that mark the end of the school year. Our preparation involves 
planning for and holding events that celebrate our students’ accomplishments and achievements, with the pinnacle being High 
School Graduation.  
 
This year, the pandemic crisis and the governor’s order to close our doors changed everything that is typical and traditional 
for Ocean City School District. It is upsetting that we may not be able to hold end-of-year events on-site in our schools, 
particularly for our graduating seniors. Collectively, we empathize with the OCHS Class of 2020, as this is not the senior year 
that they or any of us dreamed of or could have anticipated. 
 
Never has our mindset been more important as during these times of uncertainty. Striving for ways to remain optimistic and 
adapt, while reducing stress and anxiety, will help us best uncover new and exceptional opportunities and ways to celebrate.  
 
With that in mind, we are preparing for both physical and virtual end-of-year events, promotion ceremonies and our High 
School Graduation. When we learn from Governor Murphy about the status of opening schools, and if there are restrictions, 
we will enact our plans accordingly. The principals at each of our schools and I will share details of the end-of-year plans 
when they are finalized, based on the Governor’s decision. 
 
One decision that I am saddened to share is the Catholic Diocese’s decision to permanently close a number of parochial 
schools in our area at the end of this school year. Any day a school shuts its door for good, whether public, parochial or 
private, is a very, very sad day in the world of education.  
 
For decades, students walked through our region’s parochial schools filled with hopes and dreams for a bright and productive 
future. Best friends and relationships were formed in these schools. Students, past and present, were honored with 
accomplishments and achievements; memories to last a lifetime were made. The current students and alumni of those 
parochial schools are our friends, neighbors, family members, community members, and yes, even our sports competitors. 
Please join me in wishing them well as they determine their next steps and if they have to say goodbye to their beloved 
school, to their classmates and staff, and to their school community. As we always have done in being a good neighbor, our 
School District will support them in any way that we can.  
  
We all care deeply about our Ocean City school community and are thankful that we have maintained that sense of community, 
even virtually, to stay strong – together – during this crisis. Although our schools may not look very different on the outside 
today, the halls are empty, the classrooms sadly quiet. We certainly miss you!  
 
I assure you that due to our collective efforts as a school community, we have transformed our schools into even safer, 
healthier environments, ready for when we open our brick and mortar schools.  
 
Until then, I wish you and your family health and wellness as you seek contentment during these challenging times.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Kathleen W. Taylor, Ed.D.   
Superintendent  
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