
 
 

***FAQs for OCIS Families***  
 
 
Will there be an 8th grade promotion ceremony this year? 
We are making preparations for this event in light of the status of school openings and any 
restrictions according to the Governor. All 8th grade students will be recognized for their 
accomplishments and promotion to high school.  Details will be shared when we are able to 
finalize them based on Governor Murphy’s decisions. 
 
Update: Governor Murphy has officially closed all schools for the remainder of the academic 
school year.  Due to these restrictions, we are unable to have a traditional ceremony. We are 
moving forward with a virtual promotion ceremony. Details are forthcoming. 
 
Will spring sports and activities resume at OCIS? 
We will continue to follow the mandates from Governor Murphy and the Department of 
Education.  Details will be shared when they are finalized based on these forthcoming 
decisions. 
 
Update: In line with the NJSIAAs recent decision, all spring sports at the junior high school are 
cancelled for the remainder of the school year. 
 
Will my child still receive his/her yearbook? 
Yes, students who purchased a yearbook will receive it.  The distribution plan depends greatly 
on any future mandates and/or restrictions.  We will share the details of our plan once we 
receive that information. 
 
When will the school year end? 
At OCIS, we are continuing to follow the district approved school calendar.  The last student day 
is scheduled for June 16, 2020. 
 
What about previously scheduled field trips? 
All field trips have been cancelled for the remainder of the school year.  If you have paid for a 
trip, you will be contacted about the refund process.  
 



My child has an Individualized Education Plan and therefore receives Special 
Education related services. Will there still be an annual review of the plan as there 
has been in the past? 
Yes, we will still be holding IEP annual review meetings.  You will be contacted by a member of 
the Child Study Team to set up a meeting, whether it be a virtual platform or a phone 
conference. 
 
 
My child has a 504 Accommodation Plan.  Will I have the opportunity to review 
this plan prior to the start of 2020/2021 school year? 
Yes, you will be contacted by a member of the 504 team to review the effectiveness of the 
current plan and to make any necessary adjustments for next year. 
 
 
How will textbooks be returned to the school at the end of this school year? 
Our goal is to have all textbooks returned to the school in June.  However, we will need to hear 
Governor Murphy’s announcement with regards to resuming regular schools and any directives 
to see how we proceed in June. 
 
What about induction into the National Junior Honors Society? 
We will certainly be inducting new members into the NJHS for the 2020/2021 school year.  We 
will start this process back up in September and have postponed our ceremony until early 
October.  This timeline will ensure that students admitted into NJHS will not miss out on any 
planned activities for the 2020/2021 school year. 
 
How will I be able to view my child’s report card? 
At the end of the 3rd and 4th marking periods, you will be able to view your child's report card 
through PowerSchool as you have in the past. 
 
How will my child participate in state exams such as the NJSLA? 
All standardized tests scheduled for the Spring of 2020, including the New Jersey State 
Learning Assessment,  have been canceled per a state directive.  It is expected that 
standardized testing will resume in the 2020/2021 school year. 
 
My child is experiencing anxiety/ fear during this pandemic/ feelings of loneliness 
or isolation.  Does the school have any support resources available? 
Yes, all of our resources are still available to our students.  Feel free to contact our social worker 
in the Wellness Center, Stepfanie Grisinger, by email: sgrisinger@ocsdnj.org.  Ms. Grisinger is 
able to provide supportive counseling through video conferencing as well as phone calls. 
 
 

mailto:sgrisinger@ocsdnj.org


 
My child is in 8th grade, will he/she still be able to make a time capsule as other 
classes have done? 
Yes.  Your child will still be able to participate in the OCIS tradition of making time capsules that 
they will receive when they graduate from high school.  The students will be receiving 
information from their teacher as to how this will take place. 
 
 
 
 


