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Support Staff Member of the Year 
Paul Beese was selected as the 2020 OCHS Support Staff Member of the Year.  Listed below are 

some characteristics that colleagues noted:  Paul is RELIABLE - very helpful, Paul 
REALLY deserves this. What an incredible work ethic!!!; Always on top of it and with a 
smile. He works so hard here at school and then at community center, He’s an all-around 
good person; Always willing to lend a hand or troubleshoot an issue you need to tackle. He 
does it with a smile and willingness that makes him approachable and a pleasure to work 
with; Paul is one of those individuals who gets his job done and is willing to give extra 
effort to help others do their best.  Always available and willing to help without complaint.  

Congratulations Paul!! 
 

 
OCHS Receives National Student Council Award 

For its exemplary record of leadership, service, and activities that serve to improve the school and 
community, Ocean City High School student council has been awarded a 2020 National Gold 
Council of Excellence Award by the National Association of Student Councils (NASC). 
 
“Receiving an NASC National Gold Council of Excellence Award reflects the highest dedication on 
the part of the school to providing a strong, well-rounded student council program,” said Ann 
Postlewaite, National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) student programs 
director.  “NASC applauds the work of the National Gold Councils of Excellence and challenges 
them to continue their leadership and service to their schools and communities.” 
 
To meet the requirements for the NASC National Council of Excellence Award, a student council 
must meet a variety of criteria.  In addition to basic requirements such as a written constitution, 
regular meetings, a democratic election process, and membership in NASC, councils demonstrate 
things such as leadership training for council members, teacher/staff appreciation activities, student 
recognition programs, school and community service projects, spirit activities, goal setting, financial 
planning, and active participation in state and national student council associations.  Those councils 
awarded the gold level have successfully demonstrated the highest levels of leadership.  To learn 
more about the national Council of Excellence Award, visit www.nasc.us/ncoe 
 
 

Key Club Activities 
School may not physically be in session, but that has not stopped Key Club from meeting and 
continuing to serve. We held our annual Elections by Zoom on April 9 during our April General 

http://www.nasc.us/ncoe


Member meeting. Congratulations to our 2020-2021 Officers: President: Vanessa Karayiannis, Vice 
President: Grace Gleason, Secretary: Haley Kahn, Treasurer: Olivia Heng, Editor: Sami Wagner, 
Webmaster: Grace Thompson. Class Representatives will be chosen in September.  

 
Our goal for our April meeting was to 
encourage members to keep doing great things 
by volunteering virtually. Members began 
making masks in the beginning of April and 
donated them to places like Shore Memorial 
Hospital, Genesis Court House Center, and to 
elderly family members. Keeping it local, over 
50 cards were created and delivered to the 
Shores at Wesley Manor. Volunteer 
Coordinator Michele Ercolani at The Shores 
remarked, “We are all so grateful for Key 
Club’s creativity and kindness - cards and 
artwork will brighten up everyone’s day.” Key 
Club will be delivering another batch on May 
1.  
 
Key Club also started a YouTube channel with 
members reading children’s books, teaching 

drawings, and warm wishes. 
Finally, Key Clubbers want to 
thank the OCSD Food Service 
Staff for working tirelessly to 
prepare meals for our students and 
families; YOU ROCK! Key 
Clubbers compiled videos and 
pictures and shared them with the 
WE ROCK committee to be 
shared with our Food Service 
Heroes, thank you for all that you 
do! 
 



 



 
 
 
For the first time in at least a decade, a Key Club member from Ocean City High School was chosen 
as a recipient of a New Jersey State Key Club scholarship during the virtual New Jersey State Key 
Club awards ceremony on April 27. Senior President Casey McLees was awarded the Dr. Andrew 
Batsis Key of Honor Scholarship for her dedication to her home, school, and community both inside 
and outside of Key Club. Casey is a four-year member of Key Club who has held the positions of 
Editor/Webmaster, Vice President, and President. Her tireless efforts will be missed next year.  
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