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AP Human Geography 
Summer Project  

 
Welcome Advanced Placement Human Geography Student: 
 
The purpose of the AP Human Geography course is to introduce you to the systematic study of patterns and 
processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. We will employ 
spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental 
consequences.  You will also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and in their 
profession.  It is a rigorous academic course that will challenge you intellectually and prepare you for the 
Advanced Placement Human Geography Exam in May. 

Summer Project:  You are to choose one of the books off the list below and complete a Book Review.  The 

format for the book review is included with these instructions.  These books are available through your public 
library (most are in Ocean City or Cape May County), or available for purchase on commercial websites such 
amazon.com, and Barnes and Noble.  A used copy is acceptable for purchase.   

AUTHOR   Title 

Blij, Harm de.   Why Geography Matters; More Than Ever (2012) 

Chinni & Gimpel  Our Patchwork Nation:  The 12 Community Types That make Up Our Nation 

Conover, Ted   The Routes of Man; Travels in the Paved World   

Friedman, Thomas L.  The World is Flat:  A Brief History of the Twenty First Century 

Harris, Marvin   Our Kind:  Who we Are, Where we Came From, Where we are Going 

Hayden, Dolores  A Field Guide to Sprawl 

Kristof, Nicholas D.  Half the Sky, Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide 

Kunstler, James Howard  Geography of Nowhere: The Rise and Decline of America's Man-Made Landscape 

Lapierre, Dominique The City of Joy 

McDougall, Christopher Born to Run; A Hidden tribe, Super athletes, and the Greatest Race the World 
Has Ever Seen 

Royte, Elizabeth  Garbage Land:  On the Secret Trail of Trash 

Sachs, Jeffrey   The End of Poverty:  Economic Possibilities for Our Time 

Timmerman, Kelsey  Where am I Wearing: A Global Tour to the Countries, Factories, and People That  
                                                     Make Our Clothes 



Book Review Format: 

1.)  Description & Summary of the Book (30 Pts.):  1a.  Identify the book by creating a bibliographic citation in 
the MLA format. 1b. Write a summary of the book, 5-7 paragraphs in length.  Include important points, 
highlights, and a major conceptual summary. 

2.) Analysis of the Book (30 pts.):  2a.  What is the author’s main idea?  What is the main point that the author 
would like to get across to the reader? 2b. What evidence does the author use to get the main idea across to 
the reader?  2c. Provide a passage from the book as evidence of the author’s main idea and explain why it 
reflects the author’s point of view. 

3.)  Personal Appraisal of the Book (30 pts.):  Did you like the book?  What aspects did you find the most 
interesting?  What could the author have done to make the book better? 

4.)  Discussion Questions (10 pts.):  Write 5 open-ended questions that could be used to spark an intellectual 
discussion with your peers about this book.  They should not be simple “yes” or “no” questions, but though 
provoking questions that require a degree of analysis. 

The paper should be properly formatted and organized with all original work and proper citations.  All writing 
mechanics reflect an Advanced Placement student, including:  spelling, grammar, punctuation, verb tense, and 
proper use of MLA. 

The book review will be included as a major grade in the 1st marking period. All assignments must be clearly 
labeled with your name, date, and title of the assignment. All assignments must be type using 12 pt. font, 
double spaced, and use black ink.   All academic work reflects your conscientiousness as an advanced 
placement student, so remember spelling & grammar always count.  

You are also asked to read the Major Topics and Themes of Advanced Placement Human Geography 
attached to this paper. 

DUE DATE:  The summer reading project is due Friday September 11th, 2020 to Mr. Purdue.  All papers will 

have to be submitted to Turnitin.com.  Access codes will be given on the first day of class. 

You will need a three-ringed binder with lined paper for class, so you should acquire one during the summer. 
You may also e-mail Mr. Purdue during the summer at: mpurdue@ocsdnj.org if you have any questions.  Have 
a great summer! 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

AP Human Geography 

Major Topics and Themes of Advanced Placement Human Geography 
I. Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives 
The AP Human Geography course emphasizes the importance of geography as a field of inquiry and briefly 
discusses the emergence of academic geography in nineteenth century Europe. The course introduces 
students to the importance of spatial organization—the location of places, people, and events, and the 
connections among places and landscapes—in the understanding of human life on Earth.  Geographic 
concepts emphasized throughout the course are location, space, place, scale, pattern, regionalization, and 
globalization. These concepts are basic to students’ understanding of spatial interaction and spatial behavior, 
the dynamics of human population growth and movement, patterns of culture, economic activities, political 
organization of space, and human settlement patterns, particularly urbanization.  Students learn how to use 
and interpret maps. They also learn to apply mathematical formulas, models, and qualitative data to 
geographical concepts. The course also makes use of the concept of the region, encourages students to 
consider the regional organization of various phenomena, and enables students to create regions in order to 
illustrate process. A significant outcome of the course is students’ awareness of the relevance of academic 
geography to everyday life and decision making. This combination of the academic and the applied gives 
students a sophisticated view of the world and an understanding of the manifold applications of what they 
have learned in the course. 
 
II. Population 
An understanding of the ways in which the human population is organized geographically provides AP 
students with the tools they need to make sense of cultural, political, economic, and urban systems. Thus, 
many of the concepts and theories encountered in this part of the course crosscut with other course modules. 
In addition, the course themes of scale, pattern, place, and interdependence can all be illustrated with 
population topics. For example, students may analyze the distribution of the human population at different 
scales: global, continental, national, state or province, and local community.  Explanations of why population is 
growing or declining in some places and not others center on understanding the processes of fertility, 
mortality, and migration. In stressing the relevance of place context, for example, students may assess why 
fertility rates have dropped in some parts of the developing world but not in others, and how age–sex 
structures vary from one country to another. Analysis of refugee flows, immigration, internal migration, and 
residential mobility helps students appreciate the interconnections between population phenomena and 
other topics. Environmental degradation may prompt rapid out-migration and urbanization, in turn creating 
new pressures on the environment. Refugee flows may be magnified when groups have no access to political 
power because of the way boundaries have been drawn. Rapid immigration to certain parts of the world 
fosters regional differences in industrial employment and political sentiment toward foreigners. This part of 
the course also aids in our understanding of contemporary growth trends by considering how models of 
population change, including the demographic and epidemiological (mortality) transitions. Given these kinds 
of understandings, students are in a position to evaluate the role, strengths, and weaknesses of major 
population policies. For example, how might increasing the education levels of females lead to lower fertility? 
 



III. Cultural Patterns and Processes 
Understanding the components and regional variations of cultural patterns and processes is critical to human 
geography. In this section of the course, students begin with the concept of culture. They learn how 
geographers assess the spatial and place dimensions of cultural groups as defined by language, religion, race, 
ethnicity, and gender, in the present as well as the past.  A central concern is to comprehend how cultural 
patterns are represented at a variety of geographic scales from local to global. Diffusion is a key concept in 
understanding how cultural traits (for example, agricultural practices and language) move through time and 
space to new locations. Students learn that the concept of region is central to the spatial distribution of 
cultural attributes.  The course also explores cultural differences at various scales according to language, 
religion, ethnicity, and gender. The geographies of language and religion are studied to illustrate processes of 
cultural diffusion and cultural differences. For example, students learn to distinguish between languages and 
dialects; ethnic and universalizing religions; and popular and folk cultures, and to understand why each has a 
different geographic pattern. An important emphasis of the course is the way culture shapes human–
environment relationships. For example, religion can influence environmental perception and modification. 
Students also come to understand how culture is expressed in landscapes, and how landscapes in turn 
represent cultural identity. Built environments enable the geographer to interpret cultural values, tastes, and 
sets of beliefs. For example, both folk and contemporary architecture are rich and readily available means of 
comprehending cultures and changes in landscapes. 
 
 
IV. Political Organization of Space 
This section of the course introduces students to the nature and significance of the political organization of 
territory at different scales. Students learn that political patterns reflect ideas about how Earth’s surface 
should be organized and affect a wide range of activities and understandings.  The course gives primary 
attention to the political geography of the modern state or country. Students are introduced to the different 
forces that shaped the evolution of the contemporary world political map, including the rise of the nation-
states in Europe and the influence of colonialism. Students also learn about the basic structure of the political 
map and the inconsistencies between maps of political boundaries and maps of ethnic, economic, and 
environmental patterns. In addition, students consider some of the forces that are changing the role of 
individual countries in the modern world, including ethnic separatism, devolution, supra-nationalism, 
economic globalization, the emergence of regional economic blocs, and the need to confront environmental 
problems that cross national boundaries. This part of the course also focuses on political units above, below, 
and beyond the state. For example, at the scale above the state, attention is directed to regional integration 
schemes and alliances, such as NATO, the European Union, and NAFTA. At the scale below the state, students 
are introduced to the ways in which electoral districts, municipal boundaries, and ethnic territories affect 
political, social, and economic processes. In addition, students study how particular policies affect the spatial 
organization of cultural and social life, as in the case of racial segregation. Through study of these matters, 
students understand the importance of the political organization of territory in the contemporary world. 
 
V. Agriculture and Rural Land Use 
This section of the course explores four themes: the origin and spread of agriculture; the characteristics of the 
world’s agricultural regions; reasons why these regions function the way they do; and the impact of 
agricultural change on the quality of life and the environment. Students first examine centers where 
domestication originated and study the process by which domesticates spread. This diffusion process makes 
clear why distinct regional patterns of diet, energy use, and agrarian technology emerged.  The course next 
examines Earth’s major agricultural production regions. Extensive activity (fishing, forestry, nomadic herding, 
and ranching, shifting cultivation) and intensive activity (plantation agriculture, mixed crop/livestock systems, 
market gardening, horticulture, factory farms) are examined, as are settlement patterns and landscapes 
typical of each major agriculture type. In addition, students learn about land survey systems, environmental 



conditions, and cultural values that created and sustain the patterns.  Explanations for the location of 
agricultural activities are another major concern.  Von Thünen’s land use model, agricultural change, such as 
the impact of factory farming on food supplies, and the distribution of crops and animals are also emphasized. 
The need for increased food supplies and the capacity to increase food production concludes this section. 
 
VI. Industrialization and Economic Development 
Economic activity has a spatial character influenced by the interaction of several factors, including natural 
resources, culture, politics, and history in specific places. By dividing economic activities into key sectors, 
students can appreciate why natural resources have different values for different societies, and how places 
and regions acquire comparative advantages for development. In this section of the course, students learn 
about the geographic elements of industrialization and development, including the Industrial Revolution. 
Students need to understand how models of economic development, such as Rostow’s stages of economic 
growth, Wallerstein’s World Systems Theory, and Millennium Development Goals help to explain why the 
world is described as being divided into a better developed core and a less-developed periphery. The course 
also includes a comparison of location theories, such as those by Weber and von Thünen, which stress 
resource and market dependence, with accounts of economic globalization, which accent time–space 
compression and the new international division of labor. As an example, students study the reasons why some 
Asian economies achieved rapid rates of growth in the 1980s while most sub-Saharan African economies 
experienced decline. In addition, students need to understand patterns of economic growth and decline in 
North America. This part of the course also addresses contemporary issues surrounding economic activity. For 
example, countries, regions, and communities must confront new patterns of economic inequity that are 
linked to geographies of interdependence in the global economy. Communities also face difficult questions 
regarding use and conservation of resources and the impact of pollution on the environment and quality of 
life. Students study the impact of deindustrialization, the disaggregation of production, the development of 
commodity chains, and the rise of consumption and leisure activities. 
 
VII. Cities and Urban Land Use 
The course divides urban geography into two subfields. The first is the study of systems of cities, focusing on 
where cities are located and why they are there. This involves an examination of such topics as the current 
and historical distribution of cities; the political, economic, and cultural functions of cities; reasons for 
differential growth among cities; and types of transportation and communication linkages among cities. 
Theories of settlement geography, such as Christaller’s central place theory, the rank size rule, and the gravity 
model are also introduced. Quantitative information on such topics as population growth, migration fields, 
zones of influence, and job creation are used to analyze changes in the urban hierarchy. The second subfield 
focuses on the form, internal structure, and landscapes of cities and emphasizes what cities are like as places 
in which to live and work.  

 


