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July 17, 2020 
 
Dear School Community:  

I hope you are enjoying the summer, but I know that it may be difficult to fully relax with so many unknowns about 
how the next few months will unfold. The School District will provide you with consistent updates about and during 
the 2020-21 school year.  

Our School District Return to School committees are working tirelessly to sort through the New Jersey Department 
of Education’s Restart and Recovery Plan for schools, the Governor’s mandate for “in-person instruction and 
operations in some capacity,” advice from our local and state health experts, and the feedback you provided through 
our survey sent earlier this month (Parent Survey Results). Our committees know that there is no perfect plan and 
that many of the decisions we are making are based on set guidelines that are out of our control. However, we are 
using our surveys of both parents and staff to work within the parameters we’ve been given to craft the best plan for 
the Ocean City School District. The highlighted results of the parent survey are: 

• Your highest priority for the upcoming 2020-21 school year is to advance your child’s education with quality 
instruction. 

• You also highly prioritize both your child’s physical health and his or her social/emotional needs.  
• The vast majority of you who responded – 87% – are somewhat to very comfortable having your child 

physically in our schools for some portion of the day or week. 
• Your biggest concern with an in-person return to school is your child catching or spreading COVID-19, 

followed by the logistics of effectively practicing social distancing in our buildings. 
 
These results reflect the same interests of our board, administration and staff, and they help lead us in establishing a 
baseline of reasoning for making decisions about OCSD’s reopening. The following have consistently guided the 
district’s decision-making: 
 

• Health and Safety: We will make decisions that first and foremost consider the health and safety of all who 
work and learn in our schools.  

• Social Distancing: We will factor in the recommendations of the state, CDC, and other health organizations 
that have provided protocols/procedures that address the need for social distancing in schools, as well as 
wearing masks. 

• What is Best for Students and Staff: After we take the recommended steps regarding health and safety for 
our students and staff, we must focus on what is best for our students when it comes to academics, 
social/emotional learning, and mental health.  

• Consistency: We will aim for a consistent instructional model for our students, staff, and families to help 
everyone adjust throughout the year, regardless of the model we implement in response to changing health 
conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oceancityschools.org/
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf
https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/1594813544Parent%20Fall%20Survey%20Results%20(July%2014%202020).docx.pdf


 

 
 
Now, how do we accomplish these common goals? Both health and education experts share our frustrations in 
determining how to give students the best possible education – and OCSD certainly knows how to do that – but to 
also keep them, staff, and communities safe. We intend to follow the Governor’s mandate and NJDOE’s guidelines 
to bring our students back for in-person instruction as safely as possible, but we also acknowledge that some families 
may not be comfortable with an in-person return.   
 
The School District is looking at how we can feasibly offer options to our parents/guardians regarding an 
instructional model for September, both remotely and in-person. Our hybrid in-person plan will strive to meet the 6 
feet social distancing guideline. We recognize that there are many considerations that families will need to 
weigh when selecting an option that is right for your child. Within the next few weeks, we will present to 
families our proposed remote and in-person plans. At that time, families will also receive a survey for selecting the 
best available option for your child. 
 
School District’s Return to School committees continue to develop details for our Reopening Plan. We will provide 
you updates on our progress and decisions through letters, Swift K-12 messenger, our district website, and social 
media posts. To give you a sense of our timeline, we must submit our overall Reopening Plan for the 2020-21 school 
year first to the New Jersey Department of Education for their review in order to move forward and then we will 
present it to the Board of Education in the beginning of August.  
 
I know that some of this information will create more questions than answers. However, our District leadership and 
planning committees are committed to keeping you updated as we take major steps in building our plan and receive 
answers to the many questions we have posed to our health and education leaders. We hope that you see this update 
as reassurance that our plan will prioritize the health and safety of our district and community and balance the need 
for quality instruction and interactions. If you would like to continue working with your child throughout the 
summer, you may want to explore this Parent Resource: Home Enrichment Sites. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Kathleen W. Taylor, Ed.D.   
Superintendent  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MMBMIAnGtjErJQpEUYCIcv9laza-OE7N7ATXDB5nnn8/edit?usp=sharing

