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August 20, 2020 

Dear School Community: 

Thank you for participating in our most recent parent/guardian survey about your preferences for starting the 2020-2021 
school year. We heard from nearly all of you – a true testament to your investment in our district and in your child’s education. 
The strong response gives us a clear picture of what our families and students want as we enter the final stretch of planning 
for our September 8th reopening.   
 
An overwhelming 89% of you said your child would return for in-person learning through our hybrid-learning 
environment. We now know to prepare for a majority of our students to be back with us in the fall, and we could not be more 
excited! We truly cannot wait to welcome our students back into our classrooms. 
 
For the little over 10% who have selected full-time remote learning through our Ocean City Virtual Academy, please know 
we have put just as much thought and time into developing that model as we have the hybrid. The Virtual Academy was not 
quickly put together after the Governor mandated we offer a full-time remote option in late July. We have invested, from the 
start, into making this learning model successful for those students who will start as full-time remote learners, for those 
students who may transition to this model at a later point of time, or if schools are closed by the Governor or the County 
Health Department.  
 
The Governor reiterated last Wednesday, with the signing of an executive order, that our schools are open for in-person 
learning. I know there may be some confusion, because he also announced that some schools could open fully remote. In 
those instances, schools must demonstrate that they cannot meet the health and safety standards outlined by the state for 
reopening. However, the state made it clear that a return to some form of in-person instruction remains the goal. 
 
Please know that the Interim Cape May County Executive Superintendent, Dr. Judith DeStefano, has reviewed our School 
District’s re-opening schools plan for the 2020-2021 school year. Based upon the review, Dr. DeStefano and the County 
Education Office have determined that our School District’s re-opening schools plan contains all of the elements on the New 
Jersey Department of Education Reopening Document Checklist for the Re-opening of School for the 2020-2021 school year. 
We also received a thank you for our adherence both to the timeliness of the submission of the plan and for the accuracy and 
attention to detail that we used in its development. As shared by Dr. DeStefano, our School District’s diligence and 
determination to address all expectations are always appreciated. 
 
I want to reassure you that in Ocean City, we have worked through those health and safety standards, followed the CDC’s 
Health Guidelines and Considerations for Schools, and consulted exhaustively with our County Health Department to develop 
our Return to School Plan. When we open with a hybrid-learning environment, we will both prioritize student and staff safety 
and maximize opportunities for in-person instruction. We are ready. 
 
My confidence for a successful school year ahead also comes from what I know about our OCSD educators: they are 
among the most dedicated and passionate professionals! We will rely on their unwavering commitment to our district and 
their students – your children – to help us make the 2020-2021 school year a success. I know our teachers and staff are just 
as excited as your children to get back to school. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Kathleen W. Taylor, Ed.D.   
Superintendent  
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