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Dear School Community:  

 

We have completed our first week of school! As we have learned, the regional area had to make many, many changes 

over the past six months to keep our communities safe. These changes affected our schools too. Thankfully, these 

changes enabled us to begin this academic year with the same goal as always: provide the best possible education 

for our students. So, even with masks on and spacing further apart, we are going to stick with what has worked in 

the past as much as possible while integrating new health and safety precautions.  

 

In our School District, for example, we have fielded questions asking if our Wellness Rooms/Programs in each of 

our schools will remain open. Yes, they will, and we are launching a virtual Wellness Room for students who need 

assistance reducing stress and anxiety, or want access to other health resources while working remotely. By 

following many of our same routines and programs, we are maintaining a sense of normalcy within our district. That 

will make it easier for us to introduce further changes that may be necessary in response to the pandemic, both now 

and in the future.  

 

In planning for the reopening of our schools, we have shown that we are quite adept at evolving. We adopt new 

teaching methods and incorporate updated content, almost yearly, to keep up with best practices. Yes, we are 

evolving quicker than normal this year when it comes to remote learning, but we are making those adjustments 

together. We also benefit from a network of educators in our state and across the country, who are sharing ideas and 

hard data to guide our next steps.  

 

Our School District has also spent the summer gathering our own data to evaluate what did and did not work with 

remote learning in the spring. This helped inform our approach this year. We will continue to collect data, analyze 

it and make tweaks, to best meet our students’ academic, social and emotional needs. We know that learning has no 

end point. We all must make an effort - especially this year - to educate our students and one another.  

 

During the first week of school and for the most part, our students are following directions and guidance with 

physical distancing, hygiene, and acting in a responsible manner. We are continually reminding them that we must 

do our part to be extra vigilant while the COVID-19 virus remains a factor. Recognizing that these measures may 

be inconvenient, they are quite necessary if we are to continue offering in-person learning. Parents, please support 

these efforts by reminding your child about taking these protective measures. Also, if your child is not feeling well, 

please keep them home. The Cape May County Health Department has also updated their quarantine requirements. 

This update is if someone in your household tests positive for the virus, your school-aged children will have to stay 

home for 24 days. The Health Department will inform us as to when the child may return to school. If you have 

health-related questions, please call your health care provider or the County Health Department at 609-465-1200. 

 

Our School District is committed to providing our school community with a safe and healthy environment. Thank 

you for your understanding and ongoing cooperation with our COVID-19 prevention policies and procedures as we 

work to help protect our students, staff members, and families. Please remember to continue to monitor our website 

for updates. 

 
Sincerely,  

 

 

Kathleen W. Taylor, Ed.D.   

Superintendent  

http://www.oceancityschools.org/

