
 

 
Welcome to new staff members! 

Below is a picture of our new staff members.  Zack Fox – Social Studies, Carly Benson – World 
Language, Josh Handshaw Industrial Arts, Mark Benedetto - Science and Jerry Brown Assistant 
Principal! 

 
 

Congratulations to Mrs. Mary McDowell-Campo!  
Mrs. Mary McDowell-Campo was selected as a recipient of the 2020 Yale Educator Award.  Mary 
was nominated by Maura Siciensky (OCHS Class of 2020) the selected as a winner by a committee 
in the Office of Undergraduate Admissions.  The Yale Educator Recognition Program recognizes 
outstanding educators from around the world who support and inspire their students to perform at 
high levels and to achieve excellence. Of this year’s 317 nominees, who represent 41 US states and 
19 countries, 57 teachers and 24 counselors were selected to receive the award. Matriculating students 
are invited to nominate high school educators, and a committee of Yale admissions officers reviews 
each nomination individually and designates recipients.  
 



COMMENDED STUDENTS IN THE 2021  
NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Dr. Matthew Jamison, principal of Ocean City High School announced that Elizabeth Cottono, 
Evan Leeds, Haley Strickland and Margaret Worchel   have been named Commended Students 
in the 2021 National Merit Scholarship program. A Letter of Commendation from the school and 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), which conducts the program, was presented by 
Dr. Jamison to these scholastically talented seniors. 
 
About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their exceptional 
academic promise. Although they will not continue in the 2021 competition for National Merit 
Scholarships, Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.5 million 
students who entered the 2020 competition by taking the 2018 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®). 
 
“The young men and women being named Commended Students have demonstrated outstanding 
potential for academic success,” commented a spokesperson for NMSC.  “These students represent 
a valuable national resource; recognizing their accomplishments as well as the key role their schools 
play in their academic development, is vital to the advancement of educational excellence in our 
nation.  We hope that this recognition will help broaden their educational opportunities and 
encourage them as they continue their pursuit of academic success.” 

 
 

AP PROGRAM ROBUST AT OCEAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL 
One hundred six students at Ocean City High School have earned the designation of AP Scholar 
by the College Board in recognition of their exceptional achievement on the college-level Advanced 
Placement Program® (AP®) Exams. 
 
The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program provides willing and academically prepared 
students with the opportunity to take rigorous college-level courses while still in high school, and to 

receive college credit, advanced placement, or both for 
successful performance on the AP Exams.  About 18 percent 
of the more than 1.8 million high school students worldwide 
who took AP Exams performed at a sufficiently high level to 
also earn an AP Scholar Award. 
 
Students took AP Exams in May 2020 after completing 

challenging college-level courses at their high schools.  The College Board recognizes several levels 
of achievement based on student’s performance on AP exams. 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=bV-GGoknVD43XM&tbnid=skuFsCiWxEbaKM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.stjacademy.org/page.cfm?p%3D278&ei=2c5BUti6BKW42AWE34CADw&bvm=bv.52434380,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNET5izFkAAJv6IkdP65CJKFOSkk8w&ust=1380130885015899


Eve Chiarello, Michael Flynn, Alberto Gaytan, Margaret Kane, Matthew Specht, Kai 
Tripician, and Louis Williams qualified for the National AP Scholar Award by earning an 
average grade of 4 or higher on a 5-point scale on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 4 or higher on 
eight or more of these exams.   
 
Thirty-four students qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an average 
grade of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.  
These students are: Jay Barrett, Gannon Brady, Juliana Carmean, Michaela Carroll, Kate 
Carter, Eve Chiarello, Megan Crawford, Carly Dougherty, Michael Flynn, Alberto Gaytan, 
Shane Gremo, Trevor Hazlett, Fisher Hudak, Eric Ibarra, Joseph Innocente, Margaret Kane, 
Evan Leeds, Mary Lisicki, Sophia McCarty, Casey McLees, Madison Morgan, Ellen 
O'Brien, Jacob Patella, Rebecca Perrin, Madison Rocap, Emma Sardy, Emily Smith, 
Matthew Specht, Haley Stanks, Haley Strickland, Kira Sturgess, Kai Tripician, Louis 
Williams, and Margaret Worchel. 
 
Twenty-five students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an average grade 
of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams.  
These students are: Andrew Affanato, Kayla Attiya, Ava Auwarter, Joshua Barnes, Nicholas 
Bell, Nicholas Chiccarine, Milica Dukova, Louisa Esposito, Sophia Ginet, Grace Gleason, 
Erin Hanlon, Julia Knopp, Nathan Marple, Tara McNally, Jenevieva Mulhall, Thomas Oves, 
Kiley Pettit, Daniel Reeves, Lauren Roop, Conrad Schmidt, Courtney Sigmund, Kira Tracy, 
Katherine Trout-Baron, Emma Vesey, and Samantha Wagner. 
 
Forty-seven students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing three or more AP Exams, 
with grades of 3 or higher.  The AP Scholars are: Caroline Adair, Robin Altman, Madison Avena, 
Saylor Birmingham, John Bogart, Andrew Brooks, Cynthia Brown, Maggie Clunn, Evan 
Couval, Joseph D'Amico, Sarah Devenny, Lily Dinofa, William Flynn, Sydney Gillette, Zoe 
Gross, Marissa Guido, Isabelle Heng, Lauren Heraux, Harrison Horn, Mckenna Howells, 
Jake Inserra, Mary Jamison, Vanessa Karayiannis, Luke Kramer, Ryan Kroeger, Julian 
Lechner, Ryleigh Mack, Colin McHugh, Meredith Moon, Jordan Moyer, Ethan Neal, John 
Nistorenko, Kelly Nyman, Dhruv Patel, Jakob Pender, Emma Rodriguez, Gianna Rongione, 
Sylvia Rutkowski, Claudia Scherbin, Katherine Sprouse, Elizabeth Stewart, Andrew 
Stremme, Alexander Town, Adam Varga, Brian Wang, Aidan Yarger, and Konnor Yunghans. 
 
Through more than 30 different college-level courses and exams, AP provides willing and 
academically prepared students with the opportunity to earn college credit or advanced placement 
and stand out in the college admissions process.  Each exam is developed by a committee of college 
and university faculty and AP teachers, ensuring that AP exams are aligned with the same high 
standards expected by college faculty at some of the nation’s leading liberal arts and research 
institutions.  More than 3,800 colleges and universities annually receive AP grades.  Most four-year 
colleges in the United States provide credit and/or placement for qualifying grades.  Research 
consistently shows that AP students who score a 3 or higher on AP Exams (based on a scale from 1 



to 5, with 5 being the highest) typically experience greater academic success in college and higher 
graduation rates than students who do not participate in AP. 
 
 
 

News from the Guidance Department 
While school was held virtually this Spring, the Guidance Department was busy enrolling our 
students in prestigious programs.  Thank you to Mr. Banks and the Guidance Department and 
congratulations to the following: 
 
New Jersey Governor’s School in the Sciences ~ Margaret Worchel 
The mission of the Governor’s School in the Sciences is to broaden students’ appreciation and 
knowledge of science through exposure to a range of scientific topics and scientists. Students are 
introduced to scientific research via a hands-on research experience in an area of interest with the 
goal of inspiring young scholars to major in STEM fields in college.  This is an extremely competitive 
program for which we are never guaranteed a participant.  We are very proud to report that Margaret 
Worchel has gained entrance to this prestigious (now virtual) program.  
  
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is an intensive leadership experience organized by Rotary 
clubs and districts where you develop your skills as a leader while having fun and making connections.  
Delegates earn their spots through an interview process with local Rotary representatives.  We are 
proud to be sending four delegates to this virtual program this year. 

Madison Morgan, Julia Knopp, Samantha Wagner, Emily Smith 
  
Boys & Girls State  
Boys State and Girls State are produced by the American Legion and the American Legion Women’s 
Auxiliary.   The program involves a mythical fifty-first state organized and administered for 
citizenship training purposes under the auspices of The American Legion, Department of New 
Jersey.  Boys & Girls State educates our youth in the duties, privileges, rights and responsibilities of 
American citizenship. Both programs endeavor to provide a foundation for understanding self-
government, a rational approach toward the solution of public questions, and a live faith in the ideals 
and processes of democracy.  Both programs are altering their programs so they can still be delivered 
virtually for 2020.  This years’ delegates are as follows: 

Chad Callahan - Boys State   Lauren Roop - Girls State 
Gavin Gregorec - Boys State   Sylvia Rutkowski - Girls State 

Grace Gleason - Girls State 
 



Mrs. Cooney-Carroll’s arts and crafts class made Peace 
Doves.   

“I shaded my dove blue to symbolize peace since blue is 
the color of peace. I also colored one wing blue to show 
uniqueness because to me peace is being yourself and 
people accepting you, and I like to think of myself as 
unique, so I added that in as something of myself. I also 
added in a rose in the back because a rose symbolizes love 
and to me love is peace.” Gavin 

 
  



Ms. Cooney-Carroll’s Crafts and Pottery class made Good Citizen Day Greetings.  This was 
our first door decoration to make a quick 15-minute cartoon self-portraits to spread cheer to all.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Quarantine Projects from  Ms. Cooney-Carroll’s 
classes  
 
 
Hi Ms.D, you inspired me to start painting my room 
over this quarantine!!  Chole Prettyman 
 
 
Hi Mrs D!! Thank you for helping me find a new  
hobby!  Marina Yiannos 
  



Congratulations to Emily Tumelty (pictured) and Mia 
Bongiorno on receiving the Cape Assist’s and the Cape May 
County Healthy Community Coalition’s 2020 Public Service 
Announcement Contest.   
 
Winning PSAs will be used at Cape Assist functions and 
workshops and may be chosen to be displayed on Cape 
Assist’s and Cape May County Healthy Community 
Coalition’s social media pages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


	WELCOME BACK!

