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October 23, 2020 
 
Dear School Community:  

On behalf of the Ocean City School Board, both the Board and I hope this communication finds you well. We want 
to acknowledge and thank you for your extraordinary patience during these unprecedented times in the midst of this 
pandemic. Your understanding of our current need for hybrid learning has been critical in keeping our schools safe 
for students and adults alike. However, please know that our ultimate goal is to have all of our students be in school, 
every day.  

Unfortunately, the collective hard work of schools alone is not sufficient in controlling the community spread of 
COVID-19. Public health experts report moderate increases in positive cases across our state and region in recent 
weeks. The Cape May County Health Department has reported a significant local increase in October and our County 
has the second highest school-related transmissions in New Jersey. Please check our new section on our website, 
www.oceancityschools.org, to learn about the state, county and school district’s statistics and COVID-19 status.  

Please also know that health officials cite that the County’s moderate risk status warrants that schools have a mixture 
of remote and/or hybrid learning approaches, and/or fully remote learning. If local cases continue to trend upwards, 
the County Health Department has further advised that schools may need to implement additional restrictions to 
prevent continued infections. These restrictions may include shifting to a distance learning instructional model for a 
period, such as 14 days. This 14-day period could affect single or multiple classrooms, grade levels, schools, 
programs, or any combination of those mentioned. 

As shared in my September 29, 2020 school community letter, these shifts to remote instruction models could happen 
very rapidly and without advance notice. It is crucial as a parent or guardian you have a plan for childcare prepared 
in advance in anticipation of these scenarios. 

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in our local communities and to keep our schools open, we ask that all social 
and community gatherings continue to adhere to safe mitigation protocols. We have worked very hard over the last 
several months to enable our schools to open for in-person instruction and extra-curricular activities. We need your 
help and continued diligence in order to stay in this model and work towards opening schools every day. Working 
together, we can slow the spread of COVID-19. 

As we all know, schools are vital in meeting the academic, social, emotional and physical well-being of students. 
While we also acknowledge the important role schools serve for our broader community, safety must remain our 
number one priority. We must do everything we can to keep schools safe and open. 

On behalf of the students and communities we serve, we thank you for your continued support. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Kathleen W. Taylor, Ed.D.   
Superintendent  
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