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Hello OCIS families,  
 
What a fantastic start to the school year - your children did great this past week! It crossed my 
mind more than once that with our new environment filled with safety procedures and 
precautions, that the students would not feel completely comfortable. However, I’m glad to 
report that all week I could see student smiles through their face coverings! The children were 
so positive and appreciative to be in school, it made for a wonderful first week. When I asked a 
few 5th graders how they were feeling and if they were getting used to things, they 
enthusiastically said, “we like this better!” Apparently, smaller class sizes and more time with 
their teachers is a welcome change and the students are adapting just fine. Aren’t our kids 
great?! 
 
Something we found out from last year’s remote learning is that families need an easier way to 
check that their children have completed all of their remote learning assignments. It can be 
overwhelming to navigate all of the class pages to check for assignments, especially if you have 
more than one child. In order to make life a little easier for our families, OCIS has come up with 
a “one stop shopping” for remote assignments. This week, links will be added on our OCIS 
website for each grade, in which you will be able to view what is expected of your child on their 
remote learning days for that week. This will be set up as a spreadsheet with tabs at the bottom - 
in order to view your child’s assignments, simply click on their cohort’s tab. Detailed 
information on individual assignments will still be posted on our class pages in PowerSchool, but 
this “checklist” should assist you as a parent to ensure that your child is not falling behind. 
 
The teachers at OCIS have worked extremely hard to open the school year with a focus on 
student safety, both physical and emotional. We recognize that we have not seen our students in 
quite some time, so a conscious effort was made this week to express to our students that we are 
not only here to educate them, but to assist with their social/emotional needs as well. If you feel 
the school needs any information that can assist us in supporting your child better, please let us 
know. Do not hesitate to call either myself, our guidance counselor, Angelo DiBartolo, or our 
social worker in the Wellness Center, Stepfanie Grisinger. 
 
Hopefully this week we will be able to distribute Chromebooks. Chromebooks will be given to 
students only if their parent/guardian has filled out the Device Use Form in PowerSchool. If this 
form is not filled out, your child can not receive a Chromebook. For information on how to fill 
out this form, please visit https://oceancityschools.org/technologyinformation, then scroll down 
and watch the video titled How to find the Device Use Agreement in PowerSchool. 
 
Please tell your children that I said thank you for a great first week and that I am looking forward 
to an awesome week 2 together! 
 
Thank you, 
Michael Mattina, Principal 
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