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December 11, 2020 
 
Dear School Community:  
 
The School District has taken the feedback you provided in the pre-Thanksgiving survey to make adjustments at all three 
schools. Changes also have stemmed from weekly meetings with the Cape May County Health Department, which we 
attend alongside district leaders from throughout the county.  
 
By working together, we have sought ways to improve the experiences of our students, their families and our educators 
this school year without sacrificing our priorities: keeping our school community safe and schools open.   
 
Recent changes include… 
 
At Ocean City High School: 
 

• A change in student schedules:  With the region moving to high-risk status, the Cape May County Health 
Department warned schools about unstructured, large-group gatherings, such as lunch, when students remove 
their masks. As a result, we have changed the schedule to heed this warning. This, in turn, will help us keep 
doors open for in-person learning. Remaining open is something we know most of you want. 

• Increased time for teachers and students to connect daily: Student/teacher contact time has increased, but 
most significant, the quality of the contact time has improved. There are six periods a day as opposed to eight, 
which gives students the opportunity to focus more on their classes rather than quickly cycle through eight 
periods daily. The afternoons are dedicated to more individualized student/teacher interactions. This is especially 
critical for those students on a remote cohort day.  In addition, the building is open five days a week, as opposed 
to four in-person instruction days. 

• The alignment of times when in-person and virtual students are learning directly from teachers 
(concurrent teaching and learning): Students and parents indicated in the survey that there is a need for math 
and science support. Therefore, the math and science departments are implementing a concurrent teaching-
learning model. Based on the success of this new format, OCHS will look to add this model in other departments. 

 
At Ocean City Intermediate School: 
 

• The introduction of a remote tutoring service: This service is offered from 6-7 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays 
via Zoom. Students can receive assistance in math and language arts by clicking on the scrolling banner on the 
OCIS website. 

• Direct contact with teachers: To enable teachers to connect with students on days the students are home in the 
hybrid schedule, OCIS has initiated office hours. Monday hours are for students in the C cohort, and Thursday 
hours are for students in the O cohort.   

• The continuation of weekly principal letters and the sharing of assignments online by individual teachers: 
To prioritize communication with parents and guardians, teacher-posted assignments act as a checklist so that 
parents/guardians can easily track their student’s progress. 

 
 

 

http://www.oceancityschools.org/
https://oceancityschools.org/intermediate/index


 
 
At Ocean City Primary School: 
 

• The launch of the EASE Program: During the EASE programs, students receive an additional dose of 
Fundations instruction and support in areas of English and language arts, specific to a student’s learning needs. 

• The expansion of pre-recorded content: This is accomplished with daily morning messages and videos 
organized by daily agendas. 

• A focused attempt to meet the varying needs of families: The Early Childhood Educational Advisory Council 
plans “A Family Night on Resiliency” today, Friday, Dec. 11, over Zoom. A weekly Raider Recap strives to 
keep OCPS families informed of all virtual events, as well as student progress. 

 
As a School District, we continue to build upon efforts to boost mental health and promote wellness throughout our 
schools and in the community. On designated “Wellness Wednesdays,” our school Wellness Teams, led by district 
health professionals, initiate check-ins with various groups – and individuals – to offer assistance or simply provide time 
for socialization. These teams also have systems for regularly touching-base with and supporting Virtual Academy 
students and students out for a period of quarantine. Furthermore, they continue to expand the availability of electronic 
resources. OCHS can soon expect a bi-weekly update provided through PowerSchool on issues related to COVID and 
mental health. OCIS and OCPS incorporates feel good moments and opportunities to have fun, which is often part of 
these schools’ approach to wellness, along with individual support and counseling. 
 
The Board of Education is mapping out future changes for our School District through a truly collaborative approach. 
The Board formed an ad-hoc COVID Committee, which brings together members of our school community, medical 
experts and our counterparts at the City of Ocean City leadership team to look at pandemic-related issues from multiple 
perspectives. The Committee’s goal is to develop thoughtful solutions to help our students remain in school in a safe, 
responsible manner. Therefore, we can set timeframes and work toward our ultimate goal, which continues to be a full 
return to school. 
 
Thank you, once again, for your patience and cooperation this school year. We hope this update leaves you feeling 
optimistic about the School District’s direction. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Kathleen W. Taylor, Ed.D.   
Superintendent  
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