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OCSD Celebrates as K-5 Students Return to Five Day In-Person 
Instruction - “Day One In the Books” 

 
 
OCEAN CITY, NJ (February 3, 2021) –  With day one “in the books,” Ocean City School District celebrates 
that they are officially back to some normalcy within the education system. Just three weeks ago, the 
district announced their big plans to reopen schools for a consecutive five days in-person instruction for 
grades K-5. After a two day setback due to inclement weather combined with flooding, additional planning, 
research and the support of a dedicated team, administrators say they are impressed with the outcome. 
  
“This is what we’ve been working toward for months,” said Superintendent Dr. Taylor. “Seeing the 
students here, in school - back where they should be, it gives us hope that we’re on the right path.” 
  
Dr. Taylor sent out two letters in January to parents and staff to prepare for the February 1st reopening, 
give insight on new protocols and actions they will take to accomplish this transition, and to reassure the 
safety of students and staff. The plans explained in the letters were similar in nature to the protocols 
already put in place by the school and the CDC, but with increased protection and the purchase of 
additional PPE. The Primary and Intermediate Schools constructed plexiglass barriers on each desk and 
table, and added additional signage throughout the buildings to remind students to practice safe behavior 
while in and out of the schools. Staff took the time to treat the day as if it were the first day of school in 
September, reiterating the guidelines. 
  
Grade K-5 teachers began “live streaming” lessons during normal school hours for virtual students while 
hybrid students came together inside the classrooms. Grades 6-8 will start concurrent teaching on 
February 8th, while the High School has already implemented concurrent teaching. 
  
Dr. Taylor’s letters also explained how the schools will accelerate their efforts for Social-Emotional 
Learning. The Wellness Wednesday initiative expands to meet student needs five days a week and provides 
opportunities to support students in the areas of resiliency, mindfulness, and SEL. A Wellness Team 
member will be in the classrooms to provide in-person/concurrent lessons. 
  
Last week, Dr. Patrick Kane, chairperson of the COVID-19 committee and Vice-President of the School 
Board discussed the statistics and data that influenced the board’s decision to go back to in-person 
instruction.  “...the in-school transmission rate is very low for students in the Ocean City School District 
when appropriate guidelines are followed,” said Dr. Kane. “Most cases that we have encountered reflect 
community spread of the virus and did not originate in the schools.” Dr. Kane also spoke about the schools 
doing a “fantastic job” implementing the recommendations of the CDC for safely returning to school in a 



press release released by the school last week, as well as during their board meeting on January 27th. Dr. 
Kane’s presentation at the board meeting can be found on the Ocean City School District website or by 
clicking here.  
  
The District continues to urge all community members to follow social distancing guidelines, wear a mask 
and not to gather in large groups. 
  
Updates will be posted via SwiftK-12 messaging, social media, as well as the OCSD website. The current 
Hybrid Plan and additional COVID-Prevention guidelines can be found on the district website, 
oceancityschools.org. 
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