Ocean City High School Principal’s Report
April 2021

Congratulations to Mr. OCHS

Congratulations to Michael Dickinson Mr. OCHS 2021! Cheerleaders, Sarah Devenny and Anna
Haragadon spent two weeks choreographing and teaching the guys dances and a fitness routine.
Connor James was first runner up. The other contestants: Tyler Green, Luke Gallagher, Erik
Wagner, Chad Callahan, Dhruv Patel, Elijah Cochran. Cheer coaches Mrs. Brenda Colón-Smith
and Mrs. Kathy Sykes would like to thank you to Mr. Bruno for being the MC once again!

STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Each student was chosen to be Student of the Month because of exemplary behavior, character and
performance. We appreciate the support of each of the community organizations. There is a critical
connection between a successful public high school and a strong relationship
with its community.
Haley Strickland was the Exchange Club Student of the Month

OCHS Students of the Month

Grace Thompson is energetic, enthusiastic, and always ready to participate and learn in class.

Her excitement is infectious and helps her whole class involved. She has been a pleasure to have in
class.

Jack Reischke - Jack had really struggled with the variety of learning

structures that started our year. This marking period however, he started to work really hard and is
now easily one of my top 5 performing students. The flip in his approach should be recognized as it
demonstrates how students can react to setbacks in a positive fashion instead of giving up. I am really
proud of his accomplishments this marking period and that is why I am nominating him for this
recognition.
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Mrs. Pruitt's World History and Mrs. Daniel's Holocaust classes participated in the

Butterfly Project for Genocide Awareness Month. Each student researched a victim of genocide and
wrote their story on to a butterfly.
The butterfly - with its story of rebirth and transformation into new life - has now become a symbol
of freedom from oppression, intolerance and hatred ever since Pavel Friedmann wrote his poem
about life in the Terezin camp and the fact that he never saw another butterfly there. He died in
Auschwitz in 1944. More than 12,000 children under the age of 15 passed through the Terezin camp
between the years 1942 and 1944. More than 90 percent of the children who were there perished
during the Holocaust.

Mr. Bruno's AP Psychology classes posted their illusions in A hallway. Students and teachers
alike enjoy trying to recognize the illusions that confuse our brains. An illusion is a distortion of the
senses, which can reveal how the
human brain normally organizes
and
interprets
sensory
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stimulation. Although
illusions distort our
perception of reality,
they are generally shared
by most people.
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Dr. Bradford Tucker and Mr. Chuck Lehman visited Mrs. Georges’ Advanced Anatomy &
Physiology class on April 19th. Dr. Tucker is an Ocean City resident and an orthopedic surgeon
for the Rothman Institute. He gave a description of the academic requirements to become a surgeon
and discussed shoulder anatomy. The class was then able to perform a rotator cuff tear
repair arthroscopically on a shoulder model in class! Mr. Lehman provided all the materials and
assisted in the procedure. Ocean City High School has some steady hands and potentially excellent
physicians in its midst! We are incredibly fortunate to have locals in the medical field share their
expertise.
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Teen Arts Festival - 2D Visual Arts-State Selection
Students in this section may advance to the 2021 New Jersey State Teen Arts Festival.

Fred Green - Title: Self Portrait - Medium: Adobe Illustrator

Megan Coen - Title: Dancing with Light - Medium: Photography
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Zeph Zensen - Title: Happy Medium: Ink

Gillian Reid - Title: Scream - Medium:

Mixed Media

7

Felix Palmer - Title: Procreate Medium: Digital Illustration

Yahir Bautista - Title: Contour Line

Drawing - Medium: Adobe Illustrator
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Julia

Edmond

Deconstructive Self
Medium: Photography

Rachel Bacon - Title: Abstract - Medium:

Acrylic
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Title:
Portrait -

Sofia Keir - Title: Alien - Medium:
Acrylic

Madie Keefer - Title: Burning Man

- Medium: Photography
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Av Southard - Title: Water and

Light - Medium: Digital Photo

Haley Richards - Title: Copy of Venom Medium: Colored Pencil
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The Ocean City Dance Team was also selected to advance to the 2021 NJ State Teen Arts Festival!!
Here is a link of the piece they submitted for consideration titled "Waiting on the World to Change"
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BWqWAL1SrCYGsEuGUKKlBAuIuhxEkIL/view?usp=sharing This piece was actually choreographed pre-pandemic for the 2020
senior class without knowing what our world was about to face. It has even more meaning now
after the challenges we faced and lessons we've learned since March 2020. I hope you enjoy!!
Holocaust survivor, Maud Dahme, told her story to Holocaust/Genocide classes via
zoom. She recounted the harrowing experience of Nazi occupied Netherlands and being hidden as
a child, separated from her parents for 3 years. She was hidden by Christians as a 6-year-old, with a
younger sister to look after. Eventually she was reunited with her parents only to discover the rest of
her family died in Sobibor death camp. Her family came to the USA in the 1950s. She completed her
education and became a Pan Am attendant. She was president of the NJ State School Board of
Education and a member of the NJ Holocaust Commission. She takes NJ teachers on a tour of
Holocaust sites each summer.

Holocaust/Genocide classes had the opportunity to join an international Holocaust

conference based in Canada via zoom. The speakers ranged from major Israeli Holocaust historians
such as Yehuda Bauer, American professors Michael Birnbaum and Deboral Lipstadt to secondgeneration survivors like Elisha, the son of Eli Wiesel.
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The Peer 2 Peer Club met before Easter to collect and donate nonitems for the local food pantry and church.

perishable food

On April 17, 2021, the OCHS Student Environmental Association collaborated with the
Ocean City Environmental Commission in a beach plum planting event, where members successfully
planted 50 beach plums. Alma George, owner of Jalma Farms in Ocean View and donator of the
plums, explained the positive effects the beach plums will have on our shores, which includes
protecting islands from hurricanes and flooding
along with protecting the sand dunes from
erosion.
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SEA Members - Joshua Heng, Olivia Heng,
Isabelle Heng, Madeline Heng, Taryn Davolos,
Chanon Styer, Danielle DiCicco, Abby
Armstrong
Commissioners- Richard Bernardini, Marnie
Neiderhofer, Elizabeth Lehman

On April 17, 2021, the members of the Student Environmental Association attended a Beach
Sweeps beach clean-up in Longport. They were able to clean along the beach and sand dunes,
collecting 2 bags of trash and 1 bag of recycling — even meeting our ocean friend Sunny the Seal �
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SEA Members- Joshua Heng, Olivia Heng,
Isabelle Heng, Madeline Heng, Mia
Bongiorno, Chanon Styer

The Math Club participated in the Perennial Math Competition on April 28th. The virtual
competition was 1 hour long and included a variety of high school math topics. They went up against
other high schools’ teams from all over the country. They came in second place! While our main
Math Competition was canceled this year due to Covid, it was nice to get some competition for the
kids. Hoping for 1st next time! Pictured below is the 4-person team that represented the whole math
club in the competition. From left to right : Ben Vasseur (grade 11), Evan Leeds (grade 12),
Christian Ganter (grade 10), Zach Mirsky (grade 10).
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