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May 25, 2021 

Dear School Community: 

The unofficial start of summer is upon us. Can you believe it? 

We have almost made it through what likely has been the most challenging school year for each of us - students, families, 
and educators alike. Thanks to strong partnerships with our families, our students maintained their academic focus as they 
moved through different learning models. Now, let's take the long weekend to recharge so we can finish strong. 

One day, we will look back on this year in awe at how quickly we adapted to new ways of teaching and learning. We will 
note our resiliency in adjusting to extended periods of family togetherness and too much time separated from the other 
impottant people in our lives. 

The Ocean City School District's return to in-person learning was our priority this year, largely because we knew it was best 
for our students' social and emotional well-being. We worked just as hard, and with the same attention to public health 
recommendations, to plan our end-of-year celebrations. 

We look forward to responsible, but also fun and memorable, events on our school calendar. We'll have end-of-year sendoffs 
at each of our three schools and promotion ceremonies for our Kindergarteners and eighth-grade students. And, of course, 
we will have our Ocean City High School graduation on June 15. 

Each school principal will communicate end-of-year events directly K12 Swift. As we begin to close out this school year, 
please find below some of our many highlights and accomplishments this year. 

• Successfully addressed the digital divide
• Developed collaborative Return to School plan
• Recognized Seal ofBiliteracy award winners (44 seniors: 34 (Spanish) and 12 (ASL) with two students obtaining

both)
• Held live broadcasts of student performances to maintain social distancing and held our first-person OCHS Drama

Guild Musical in over a year
• Host of AtlantiCare Vaccination site
• Received NJ Corporate Wetlands Restoration Pa1tnership Grant to fund Bayside Center Upweller Project
• Expanding dual credit/dual enrollment oppottunities with institutes of higher learning and entering a unique

partnership with Stockton University (more information will be f01thcoming about this opportunity)
• Implementing 3-year graduation pathway at OCHS
• Had successful extra and co-curricular activities as well as receiving several outstanding awards and recognitions
• Held a very successful OCHS Prom (thank you to all involved, After Prom Committee, and Wonderland Pier)
• Received AtlantiCare Healthy Schools Grant - Our Minds Matter Program will be funded by this grant
• Ocean City Primary School has been selected as a grant winner for the 2021 American Academy of Dermatology's

(AAD) Shade Structure Program
• High School Guidance Counselor, Mary McDowell-Campo, selected as a recipient of the 2020 Yale Educator Award
• Intermediate School Teacher, Jessica Kriegner, selected as an Axalta Philadelphia Eagles All Pro Teacher
• 2021 National Merit Scholarship Program Commended Students - Elizabeth Cattano, Evan Leeds, Margaret 
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