
Dear OCHS Families:
Happy New School Year! As the acting principal, I am delighted to 
welcome you back for the 2022/2023 school year. We expect this year will 
be filled with the high energy, exuberance, and enthusiasm characteristic 
of our OCHS students!
OCHS enthusiasm isn’t limited to our students. The office team has been 
assisting families, preparing materials, and updating student files for the 
upcoming year. Our skilled and devoted faculty and staff are recharged 
and ready to launch new ventures with our students and families. The 
high school’s hard working and conscientious buildings and grounds 
crews and custodians have spent the summer thoroughly cleaning and
upgrading the facility and grounds. Together, we have an unwavering 
commitment to community and open, two-way communication. An 
important first step is to ensure contact information – addresses, ...
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...phone numbers and emails – is up to date. You’ll find 
current OCHS’ administrators and staff contact information 
on the website. Be sure your information is current as well, 
and please maintain an active PowerSchool account. 
In addition to attending classes and in-person interactions, 
Schoology is another way our students contact and interact
with their teachers and counselors as well as access other
school resources. Every OCHS student receives a Schoology 
account to access assignments and notifications. Every 
morning students are encouraged to open their 
Chromebook to check for notifications from their teachers 
in Schoology.
Pride runs deep at OCHS. We take great pride in maintaining 
a safe, secure, and welcoming environment, which guided 
updates in our procedures concerning backpacks, bookbags, 
large purses, and totes. Our goal is to create an open, 
clutter-free and safe environment while reducing 
unnecessary distractions and encouraging focused, creative 
thinking and learning.
Students will be required to store bookbags, backpacks, purses, and briefcases in their lockers, beginning 
with their arrival in the morning and throughout the school day. Students may carry a small accessory bag, 
able to fit under their desk, for personal items and are able to go to their lockers between classes.
A change to Lunch/Flex time will provide 25 minutes for lunch and 25 minutes for Flex time. Lunch will be 
served in the cafeteria, freeing students to spend Flex time in a variety of ways – from meeting with a small 
study group to participating in extra lab time for Honors or Advanced Sciences, to joining in an open 
gym/intramural session. Each morning, students will use the Flex Time Manager app on their Chromebooks 
to determine how they spend that time. More information about the app is coming during the first two 
weeks of school.
Updates on procedures will be posted via Swiftk12 throughout the school year.
Students must be in their classrooms by 7:50 am; there is a warning bell at 7:48. Dismissal is at 2:35 pm. 
Students may enter the school building through the front entrance beginning at 7:15 am. As a reminder: 
students should not open exterior doors for any person, including adults or students.
We value our partnership with OCHS families. We all are vested in the academic, emotional, and social 
success of every student, from freshmen launching their high school experience to our seniors marking the 
customary OCHS milestones and traditions, culminating in graduation.
Please reach out to us with questions or concerns. OCHS administrators, counselors, teachers, and staff will 
work together with our families in our continued commitment to excellence. Have a great year!

Sincerely,
Dr. Wendy O’Neal
Acting Principal 
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Getting Back Into the Swing of Things
September 6th may have been a rainy day outside, but 
inside the doors of Ocean City High School it was a very 
different story. Students were welcomed back to school 
with a cheerful, optimistic and fun celebration that 
included upbeat music played by OCHS band members, 
a balloon arch and step and repeat for selfies with 
friends and faculty and of course, Howie, our Red Raider 
mascot! Administration and numerous staff members 
were located inside the front doors welcoming students, 
all dressed in OCHS colors. “Committed to Excellence” 
bracelets were also handed out by teachers for students 
to wear and show their school spirit.  
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Raiders Football
Raider Nation certainly has reason to 
celebrate as we kick off the 2022-2023 
school year.  They had an amazing come 
back at their first home game against 
Mainland High School.  The Ocean City 
Sentinel published a glowing article 
about the team and coaches. 

 We are looking forward to an 
 awesome season. Go Raiders!!

“The Red Raiders came roaring back in the second 
half to stun the visiting Mainland Mustangs 21-20 
at Carey Stadium Thursday night, Sept. 1, in a 
game befitting the historic rivalry between the 
teams.
The Ocean City defense forced timely turnovers 
while the offense caught fire in the passing game”. 
– The Ocean City Sentinel   
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New OCHS Volleyball Team

Raider nation has a new team to cheer on this 
school year! We’d like to welcome the OCHS girls 
Volleyball team.

A schedule of games will be posted shortly. Stay tuned!
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What's New in the Building

New Student Desks Refinished Classrooms. 
No more computer labs.

Freshly Waxed, Clean HallwaysRefurbished Lockers with updated locks.



Elena Gonzalez – English 

Maura Twiggs – English 

Dean Michalski – TV/Media

Paul Callahan – Horizons Program

Paul Landi - Special Education Aide
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Meet the New Faces at OCHS - Teachers & Aides 

Danielle Purdy – Social Studies
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Teacher Spotlight - Ashley Palmentieri
This September we are excited to welcome back Ashley Palmentieri, 
who was out last year on maternity leave.  Ashley teaches Child 
Development, Independent Living and runs the Tomorrow's 
Teachers program.  Please read the letter below from Ashley.

 
"I am excited to be back this school year after being out on 

maternity leave last year. It has been hard leaving my family, 
especially my 8-month-old son, but I am looking forward to 

all the fun activities I have planned for my students this year. 
My Tomorrow's Teachers students will complete their field 

experience in Ocean City Primary School's Preschool 
classrooms this year. They will also take part in Read for the 
Record, where they will be joining millions of people across
the nation to read the same book on the same day (October 
27th) to children in the Primary School. They will help break 

the world record while also celebrating children's early 
language and social-emotional development!

Child Development students will be able to meet with 
their Kindergarten little buddies again this year and 

cooking students will be making many delicious recipes! 
The pandemic really changed our Family and Consumer 
Sciences classrooms these past few years. I am happy 

students are able to experience these wonderful activities 
again and am looking forward to a wonderful year ahead."
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OCHS Senior - Lauren Knopp
Congratulations to Ocean City High School 
Senior, Lauren Knopp, on being named the 
2022 Student Representative to the New 
Jersey State Board of Education. As a 
representative to the NJ State Board of 
Education, Lauren will be the Keynote speaker 
at the NJASA Workshop 2022, in Atlantic City 
on Tuesday, October 25.

On August 26th, 2022,  the Student 
Environmental Association 
collaborated with the Ocean City 
Environmental Commission and the 
City of Ocean City with their annual 
Green Fair. SEA volunteers held a craft 
table to teach children how to make art 
from recyclable materials and handed 
seed packets out to the attendees!

The subject of her speech is the importance of student morale in school districts and how it 
affects everyone involved in a school. Lauren’s goal is to convey a message of how students 
are feeling after COVID and after missing out on so much learning. Shealso plans to analyze 
the effects of what has happened in the past and how it will affect our future.
Please take a minute to congratulate Lauren on these excellent accomplishments. 

OC Green Fair 
August 2022

Pictured above: 
Stephen Hincken, Joshua Heng,

Joseph Heng, and Madeline Heng
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Freshman Field Day 2022
On Friday, September 30th, we will hold our 
Freshman Team Building Day.  This day was 
designed to foster the leadership and facilitation 
skills of the junior and senior students while also 
being a fun, relaxing way to start the 2022-2023 
school year.  
Each year the Ocean City Police Department 
participates in this event, each creating obstacle 
courses with a focus on teamwork and safety.  
The fire department will join us to discuss fire 
safety with the students and demonstrate how 
to properly carry a body out of a burning 
building.  In addition to those events, students 
will participate in activities aimed at fostering 
relationship with their teammates and peer 
leaders.  Students will also participate in open 
gym events where they can play dodge ball and 
pickle ball with the physical education 
department.

The link below is a permission slip that must be
signed for freshman to participate on the 30th.  
If you have any questions, please contact Nicole 
Buesing or Shannon Pruitt

We look forward to seeing all our freshman 
students on September 30th.  

Freshman Team Building Permission Slip

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKo06U1ocoaqXKYv5BMyeflvgb6znKd1dvihSZcJmXsnYAng/viewform
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Club Carnival

Come check out all the clubs the 
school has to offer! Thursday, 
September 22 after school in the 
cafeteria.

Click here to sign upClick here to sign up

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZyztrR1-N_3-vDbJ7Ry-N2ocyCZoK9Az04KsnXSALqmFmWA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeu2hIIGrH9wK-k94HYwGpem92_Wx8hhFPKly9aR0HFuCADDg/viewform
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Rotation Schedules
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501 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1, Ocean City, NJ 08226
(609) 399-4161

oceancityschools.org

(609) 399-1290501 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City, NJ

Ocean City High School Connect with Us

Ocean City Education Foundation
The Ocean City Education Foundation had a banner year last year! 
Just to highlight a few things: we were proud to give $10,000 in 
senior scholarships, fund the 4th & 5th grade Cabin Fever Pajama Party, and give $8,000 in 
Teacher Grants, which funded the “Celebration of Success” for all 6th graders at Jilly’s 
Arcade as a reward for all the hard work, resilience, and flexibility they had last year.
We look forward to giving more but need your help! Become a member of OCEF.
Click here to join OCEF Today (ocefnj.com).

tel:(609)399-4161
http://oceancityschools.org/
tel:609-399-5611
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/39.2706988,-74.592963/@39.2706778,-74.663003,12z?hl=en
https://oceancityschools.org/highschool/index
https://www.facebook.com/OceanCityHS/
https://ocefnj.com/
https://ocefnj.com/join-ocef-today/

