
Dear OCPS Families:

We have entered our second month of school already! October is 
here! Thank you to our amazing PTA for organizing our fabulous 
bookfair to get our year started. We appreciate all our parents and 
the parent support at our Back to School Night. We hope you 
enjoyed meeting your child’s teachers as much as we enjoyed 
meeting you!
We have a very busy month planned for October. October we 
celebrate Red Ribbon Week and Anti-Bullying Week. For us here at 
the Primary School, we just continue to emphasize to be a good 
friend to everyone. We ask to make sure all students are included 
at lunch and recess...
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...  Being a good friend is a life lesson which each child will carry from building to building in 
the Ocean City School District and throughout their life. 

Our Character Education Assembly for October will focus upon the character trait respect. We 
will focus upon this trait within our classroom and school setting. You can also focus upon the 
trait at home!

Our students love when we have visitors. Dr. Friedman and Dr. Gunther joined me on a 
walkthrough to see the awesome students and teachers of the Primary School! What a great 
day! We also had a visit from our OCHS buddies. We love to see our high school students visit 
our school. This visit, the students presented stories to the children. It was definitely an 
enjoyable time for all! 

We will be sending information home in the near future to sign up for parent/teacher 
conferences scheduled for October 19-21. This is a time when parents can meet with their 
child’s teacher and discuss goals for the upcoming school year. At this meeting, MAP data, 
Reading Fluency and Reading levels will be presented and discussed. It’s a great time to get a 
pulse on the year so far.

We are off and running, thank you for all you do to help make our school so wonderful! Special 
thanks to our entire staff, we couldn’t do what we do without each and every one of you! 
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October is here! 

Thank you,
Dr. Cathleen Smith, Principal
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Reminders

Other Links:

Early Dismissal                                

Kindergarten Welcome Dinner      

Early Dismissal                                

Costume Parade                              

School Closed/Staff In-service      

School Closed NJEA Convention  

Picture Re-Take Day                        

Early Dismissal                               

School Closed Thanksgiving         

October 12, 2022/Staff In-Inservice

October 12, 2022 - 5:00 PM

October 19-21, 2022/Parent/Teacher Conferences

October 31, 2022

November 9, 2022

November 10-11 2022

November 15, 2022

November 23, 2022

November 24-25, 2022

Free and Reduced Lunch Application-English

Solicitud de comida - Español

Primary School Calendar linked here

https://oceancityschools.org/primary/ocpscalendar
https://oceancityschools.org/upload_document/166064225622-23%20Free_Reduced%20Application_Complete.pdf
https://oceancityschools.org/upload_document/166064230422-23%20Free_Reduced%20Application_Spanish%20Complete.pdf
https://oceancityschools.org/primary/ocpscalendar
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Mrs. Day's preschool students practiced 
their cutting skills. The students are 
building their fine motor muscles.

PRE-K Cutting skills



PRE-K 
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Mrs. Christiano’s preschool class followed a recipe to make playdough! They took turns 
and worked together to measure and compare the ingredients. Then, they used the 
playdough they made to identify numbers and count! 



PRE-K Creativity Time

Ms. McCormick's Preschool classroom celebrates diversity with a "ME" doll project.  
 

Mrs. Kelchner's Preschool Class has been working on finding strategies to support 
experiences with strong emotions (fear, anxiety, extreme excitement, sadness, or 
frustration). Our littles built relationships with friends and adults as we joined Circle 
Time for large group discussions and music and movement every day. They have been 
developing math and fine and gross motor skills through play as they learned to navigate 
in our classroom centers! 
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Kindergarten - Writing 
Kindergarteners are working on 
lowercase letter formation. They 
are working on using their 
Fundations writing grid correctly 
and writing letters from top to 
bottom. Their writing grid has 
four lines. There is the sky line, 
plane line, grass line and worm 
line. These lines are so helpful to 
kindergarteners learning their 
proper letter formation! 



08

1st - Good habits  
First Graders have been working on good habits to become stronger readers! They’re taking 
a sneak peek before starting a book and rereading to notice more! 

 Mrs. Humphries' class

Mrs. Libro

Miss Shiffler

Mrs. Snyder
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2nd Grade Reading Skills  
During Lucy Calkins reader’s workshop, second graders are working to build stamina in their 
reading. They’ve set reading goals for themselves and we are so proud that all students have 
grown to 35 minutes of independent reading time.
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3rd Grade Math Skills
Third graders are learning strategies to help them learn and master multiplication facts. Did 
you know that there is a trick using your fingers to multiply 9? Put both hands down on a 
table and all fingers up. Begin counting the other factor (1-9) on your hands with the left pinky 
as one. Then put the other factor finger down. Each finger to the left of the curled down 
finger represents the digit in the tens place and each finger to the right of the curled finger 
represents the digit in the ones place. Ask any third grader to show you this cool trick!

Ms. Eget’s Class     Mrs. Gillian’s Class
     

Mrs. Naplacic’s and Mr. Cohen’s Class    

Ms. William’s Class
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Art Studio
 The Art Studio has been 

overflowing with creativity. 

Kindergarten students have been 

engaging in exploration and 

imaginative play with a variety of 

art materials. First graders 

created shape self-portraits. 

Second grade students learned 

about abstract and realistic art 

while creating a Beautiful Oops 

self-portrait. Third graders have 

created both two-dimensional 

and three-dimensional portraits 

while responding to Pablo 

Picasso’s artwork. Student- 

artists at OCPS have been very 

busy using their imagination in 

all the art activities at the 

beginning of the 2022-2023 

school year.
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Computer Science
This week in Computer Science, students are learning 
how to program their Code-A-Pillars to navigate 
around obstacles. They are learning to use four 
different commands and how to change their code if 
their Code-A-Pillar crashes into something!  



13

Physical Education 
Students at the Ocean City Primary School 

were excited to get back to school and 

begin their Physical Education classes. All 

students were introduced to physical 

fitness and wellness. They learned their 

squad lines are where their assigned seats 

are, along with rules and procedures for a 

safe and fun gym experience. They also 

understand sneakers and workout attire are 

better on gym days than flip flops or boots.  

They began to understand warm up 

exercises and running laps are very 

important to improve their cardiovascular 

systems and essential for getting their 

bodies ready for a physical activity. 

September was great for our students to 

quickly improve their fitness with 

repetitions and consistency. Great start for 

all of our students and can’t wait to watch 

them grow and prosper in their athletic 

adventures.



National Bullying Awareness & Prevention 

Month is recognized throughout the month 

of October. This is a public awareness 

campaign that is celebrated in schools and 

communities nationwide to unite to prevent 

childhood bullying and promote kindness, 

acceptance and inclusion. Ms. Merritt's 

health and wellness classes are exploring 

the impacts of bullying throughout each 

grade level in developmentally appropriate 

ways. Some activities include reading 

appropriate literature, verbal and written

language lessons, art, and acting through 

skits. These lessons bring awareness to 

bullying and provide ways to help kids make 

others feel important and loved.
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501 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1, Ocean City, NJ 08226
(609) 399-4161

oceancityschools.org

(609) 399-3191550 West Avenue, Ocean City, NJ

Ocean City Primary School Connect with Us

Absentee Hotline and school 
closing information:
Call 609-399-5622

Student Attendance
Dismissal Routine
Important: Please make sure a note is sent into 
school if your dismissal routine will be different than 
the one established. We understand emergency 
situations arise but please let the office know by 2:30 
of any changes in the dismissal procedure for that 
day. This way we can make sure all students are safe 
and accounted for at the end of the school day.

tel:(609)399-4161
http://oceancityschools.org/
tel:609-399-3193
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ocean+City+Primary+School/@39.2838632,-74.5722331,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89c0eab7a0e9f9fd:0xfe08c98e39e157db!8m2!3d39.2836641!4d-74.5719707
https://oceancityschools.org/primary/index
https://www.facebook.com/people/Ocean-City-Primary-School/100063680614784/

