
Dear OCHS Families:

Welcome to October! Autumn is officially here, and with it comes some 
cooler weather with beautiful, colorful changes in our environment. With 
our return to school just a few weeks ago, we here at OCHS have 
welcomed some positive changes as well. OCHS has accomplished 
successfully returning to school and finding a routine in just a few short 
weeks’ time. Students have grown accustomed to dropping off their 
backpacks in the morning, and then using their lockers throughout the day. 
Students have also begun to utilize choice and move to an option for Flex 
period through the app, Flex Time Manager. Popular choices include Math 
enrichment, Art Club, Open Gym, Science extra help, and World Language 
practice (ASL, Spanish, French, Latin and Italian)...
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As you can see, the Flex period gives teachers more time with students who want or need extra 
assistance with their courseload. The Flex period also allows students to finish missed or incomplete 
work without losing additional time from class, missing after school athletics/activities, or taking a 
later bus home. The Flex period also gives students access to opportunities, such as clubs, they 
otherwise would not have without staying after school. The purpose of the Flex period is to give 
students a choice that they can enjoy during their school day.    

New opportunities for student voice are available this year (see the article in this newsletter), and 
next month, we will be discussing what additional opportunities students want to attend during 
their Flex period. Students can suggest what they want for sessions and are encouraged to develop 
sessions that would offer connections to other students and faculty.  Encourage your student to use 
their flex period and to seek out one of the new opportunities from their voice to be heard.

Sincerely,
Dr. Wendy O’Neal
Acting Principal 

continued from p.01
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Autumn is officially here

New Jersey Governor’s STEM Scholars Program
Congratulations to Madeline Heng for being selected as a 
scholar in the 2022-2023 New Jersey Governor’s STEM 
Scholars Program! She is one of 130 high-achieving 
students in the state who has been accepted into this 
prestigious program, which only accepts ~20% of the 
applicants each year. Governor’s STEM Scholars is a 
public-private partnership between the Research & 
Development Council of New Jersey, the Governor’s 
Office, the State Department of Education, the State 
Secretary of High Education, and public and private 
research institutions based in New Jersey. It brings 
together New Jersey’s high-achieving students, from 
grade 10 through the doctoral level, to connect with 
professionals and experts to learn about higher education 
and career pathways in STEM. Madeline will attend 
conferences, panel conversations, and participate in a 
research project that advances the work of NJ's research 
community while exploring STEM facilities/laboratories 
and collaborating with STEM professionals.



Student opportunity to use their voice to affect positive change in the OCHS culture
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New This Year - Students Have a Voice

Principals Talk  - This is a school wide, students in 
grades 9-12, voice opportunity. After school on the 
third Tuesday of each month, the high school 
administrative team will meet with any students 
that choose to attend, giving them an opportunity 
to speak openly on topics regarding their school 
experience. This past month backpacks, Schoology 
and Chromebooks where all discussed.  

Principals Lunch - Each month Dr. O’Neal will 
meet with a small group of students to discuss 
school culture at OCHS. In September she 
invited members of the Student Council to a 
pasta lunch in the principal's conference room. 
She asked the question “what do you think is 
working well at OCHS and what needs 
improvement?” Students were encouraged to 
give sincere responses to spark discussion about 
everyday happenings at Ocean City High School.

Principals Round Table – This new activity is to 
bring students and select leaders from co- 
curricular activities, clubs and athletics together. 
They will meet to discuss how their groups affect 
the high school. In September group discussed 
flex time, backpacks and using lockers. Students 
offered insight on how to incorporate these 
procedures smoothly throughout the day. 

 Coming Soon – CatapultEd
A virtual platform for student voices
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New Jersey Association of Student Councils
On September 19th, Ocean City High School had the honor of hosting the New Jersey 
Association of Student Councils for their monthly executive meeting. Nine student leaders 
from schools across South Jersey met in the Ocean City High School Library to conduct 
business, discuss future events, and designate future awardees. This meeting saw 
appearances from Dr. Friedman, both welcoming the student leaders to Ocean City High 
School and congratulating them on the work they are accomplishing as State Officers. 
Ocean City High School was honored to have the NJASC as guests and wishes them luck on 
their future endeavors. 
 

Pictured:
Front row (Left to Right): Vice President Gina Liu from Cherry Hill East High School, President Dillon Dukes from Kingsway 
Regional High School, Executive Member of Publications Mark Anthony Williams from Holy Cross Preparatory Academy, and 
Treasurer Priyanka Das from Hightstown High School.
Back row (Left to Right): Middle Level Representative Jude Palazzo from Kingsway Regional Middle School, Executive Member 
of Projects Sarah Hewitt from Collingswood High School, Executive Member of Charity Zachary No from Rancocas Valley 
Regional High School, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Friedman, State Board of Education Student Representative Lauren 
Knopp, and Secretary Maya Cope from Delsea Regional High School. 
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College Fair 

2023 National Merit Scholarship Program

Over 900 students and 60 colleges attended the 
college fair on September 22nd. A special thank 
you to Mrs. Tobi Oves for planning such an 
extravagant event for the high school students to 
explore their future college possibilities. 

We are so pleased to announce that the following seniors have been selected as Commended 
Students in the 2023 National Merit Scholarship Program. Commended Students are being 
recognized for the exceptional academic promise demonstrated by their outstanding 
performance on the qualifying PSAT test used for program entry. Congratulations to Jeffrey 
Macfarland, Nicholas Scarangelli, Maeve Stanford and Lauren Knopp (pictured from left to 
right) on this wonderful accomplishment



06

Club Carnival
On September 22nd, the OCHS Student Council 
organized the Club Carnival to encourage the 
student body to get involved! Many clubs in the 
school—more than 50—set up a booth in the 
cafeteria, so that students could see everything 
OCHS has to offer! Students were able to interact 
with current club members and advisors to find 
out more information about what each club does. 
This annual event allows students to see what 
options are available to them and find a few clubs 
that they feel passionate about. It also helps to 
highlight the smaller, growing clubs that build on 
the diverse interests of our students. Over one 
hundred new students joined a club that they are 
passionate about, making the 2022 Club Carnival a 
success!
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Club Carnival

Staff Member of the Month September 2022
 Congratulations to our September Staff Member of the 

Month, Mr. Joe LaTorre. Mr. LaTorre was nominated by 
fellow staff members for going above and beyond with his 
students and helping them feel comfortable while beginning 
a new school year.

“Joe has been giving up his lunch time to teach students 
how to ride a bike. There have been a high number of 
students unable to participate in our bike unit, and Joe has 
really stepped up to help include them”.

“During his bike unit, Mr. LaTorre had multiple students 
who did not know how to ride a bike. He has spent multiple 
lunch periods helping these students learn so that they did 
not feel left out and could partake in the unit”.
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Teacher Spotlight 

 Nicole has been planning the Freshmen Team Building events for 19 years, and 
Shannon joined her this past year. The events of Freshmen Team Building are 
meant to foster a sense of community among our freshmen and provide them with 
one of their first shared experiences as a graduating class. We also aim to build 
leadership skills with the upperclassmen who volunteer to work with the freshmen 
to create a memorable experience. None of this would be possible without the 
support of our colleagues, 30 of whom spend the day working with the leaders and 
freshmen and many many more who make sure operations inside the building 
continue to run smoothly.

After the events of Freshmen Team Building Nicole and Shannon turn their 
attention to facilitating mentorships for freshmen students. Students are paired 
with peer leaders who meet with their freshmen monthly beginning in October. 
Mentors help freshmen by answering questions, encouraging them to join activities 
and helping them navigate the transition to high school. They hopefully will also 
foster a friendship that will last throughout their high school career.  
                          

Nicole Buesing (right) is a Special 
Education Teacher for the high school. 
She has been teaching for 21 years and has 
been the Team Leader for the Special 
Education Department for 13 years. 

Shannon Pruitt (left) is a Social Studies 
Teacher for the high school. She has been 
teaching for 21 years after taking a brief 
reprieve at the intermediate school to be 
their guidance counselor, she decided to 
come back where she began her career.
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Students of the Month September 2022
 

 
Freshman - Jaida Dooley

 Sophomore - Sadie Tucker
 Junior – Talon Fischer

 Seniors - Amanda Battersby & Nate Ginet
 

Congratulations to the following students, who were nominated by 
 faculty to be September 2022 Students of the Month.
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Nathan Evans, Jr.

To celebrate Week of Respect and Red 
Ribbon Week we had a school assembly 
on Tuesday, October 4th. The speaker, 
Nathan Evans Jr., spoke to the students 
about mental wellness and building 
resiliency in adverse circumstances.

Here is a little bit about Nate:

Nathan Evans Jr. is a First-Generation High 
School & First-Generation College graduate. 
Nate is a #1 best-selling author and a highly 
requested speaker. He also is a youth mentor, 
educational consultant, mental health advocate 
and podcast host. He lives by the quote, 
"CHANGE WHAT WE NORMALIZE™” which was 
inspired by his mission to eradicate the stigmas 
around mental health amongst youth and young 
adults. This passion was birthed by his own
battles with mental health issues as a youth and 
young adult due to childhood trauma in which 
he overcame. With this motivation, he has 
developed workshops for schools, colleges and 
non-profits based around mental health, 
emotional wellness and resilience. Nate’s 
charismatic speaking and inspiring testimony 
allows him to relate to teens and young adults 
while also educating them on how to increase 
their mental wellness, emotional intelligence, 
resilience and sense of self-worth.



 Spirit Week 
October 17-21

Homecoming 
Queen Nominees

Monday 10/17 
Monochromatic Monday 

Tuesday 10/18 
Sports Day

Wednesday 10/19 
Wear Pink 

Thursday 10/20 
Shoobie Day
Friday 10/21 

Red/Black Out
(Pep Rally @ 1:25)

Homecoming Football Game 
Friday 10/21 @ 6:00PM vs. 
Hammonton High School 

Homecoming Dance 
Saturday 10/22 from 7-10PM 

in OCHS Main Gym 

Malia Belles
Keely Calloway
Julia Emond

Carly Gallagher
Dakota Gansert
Janeen Louis

Gianna Matlack
A'yanna Morton
Lana Mumman
Isabella Pero
Victoria Vliet
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OC Red Raider Band
OC Red Raider Band Council members 
are Aiden Endicott (president-brass 
section leader), Finn Miedama (section 
leader), James Swan (VP), Tim Palermo 
(percussion section leader), Kristiana 
Bauer (secretary/historian).  Not 
pictured, Ashla Mazza (pit perc. Leader), 
Maeve Stanford (Drum Major), Zoey 
Allegretto and Haley Richards (Color 
Guard Co-Captains}. The Band Council 
members work directly with the band 
director to aid in a smooth-running 
marching band machine. These students 
display outstanding leadership 
throughout the entire band program and 
have a great relationship with all 
members of the band.  I am so proud to 
have them on my team. 
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OC Red Raider Band

 Red Raider Color Guard
 

KK Dolka,Matt Jefferson, Rob Malfitano, Jack Lilley

 AWESOME Marching Band Members
 

Jack Lilley, Ben Robbins, Tim Palermo, Alexi



Freshman Field Day
On Friday, September 30th, Freshman Team 
Building Advisors & Freshman Mentor Advisors, 
Nicole Buesing and Shannon Pruitt launched our 
annual Freshman Team Building program. This 
program is designed to foster the leadership and 
facilitation skills of the juniors and seniors of Ocean 
City High School. Through this process the older 
students provide outreach to their younger peers 
and begin building relationships with them. Teams 
must collaborate, problem solve, and build a sense 
of community. To that end, the Freshman Team 
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The idea of this event is to use team activities to build feelings of community, citizenship, 
respect, and responsibility in our students. Furthermore, it will encourage feelings of 
unity among students from the sending districts of Ocean City High School.

Create a sense of belonging among 

Improve students’ ability to express 
themselves in small groups
Help students learn problem-solving

Increase students’ ability to balance their 
academic and social responsibilities

Building Day seeks to achieve four key outcomes:

       incoming freshmen

      and decision-making strategies



Each year the Ocean City Police Department 
participates in this event, each creating obstacle 
courses with a focus on teamwork and safety. The 
fire department joined us for the 6th year, discussed 
fire safety with the students and demonstrated how 
to properly carry a body out of a burning building. 
They also brought their fire truck and allowed the 
students to operate the hose. In addition to those 
events, students participated in an additional 12 
activities with their teammates and peer leaders. 
The entire Freshman Class participated in the day’s 
events (314) in addition to over 150 Junior and 
Senior Peer Leaders and over 27 teachers.

continued from p.13

Freshman Field Day
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Freshmen students also experienced an assembly 
given by Jeff Yalden, a nationally renowned youth 
speaker who shared a message of motivation and 
inspiration with the class. Jeff challenges youth to 
make the most of their high school experience and 
find the positive within themselves and others. He 
spoke directly to students about overcoming 
obstacles including those that seem out of their 
control. This was an incredible day at Ocean City 
High School observing the wonderful activities, 
positive interaction, and the bonding that takes place.



Freshman Field Day
continued from p.14
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Welcome to the OCHS LMC
Below is an introduction to the online databases available to students.

 
FD is our online catalog that students and staff 
can use to find resources that are currently 
available in the OCHS LMC.

 

Subscription based databases via Schoology, including 
EBSCOhost, NewsBank, and Salem Press (See below for more 
information.)
Subscription based databases via the Ocean City Free Public 
Library, including Bloom's Literature & much more.

Login to our eResources for remote access to:

Subscription Databases

Some of the many features of this HUGE database IS the ability to: (1) Read the article 
online or download it to use any time, and anywhere (2) Save the full-text article to the 
cloud or your to Google Drive account (3) Send the article by email to any address you 
want (4) Display ready-to-use citations in your desired format (5) Export the 
bibliographic data to an Excel file or your reference management software.

Check out all the great 
magazines and journals 

we have available:
 

Use the PrepSTEP® for High Schools to access college prep, study skills, 
success skills, computer skills, career explorations and more!

Access: World News Research Collection 2022; America’s Historical papers; Black Life in 
America; Hispanic Life in America; and the Human Rights & Diversity Collection.

One of Salem's most popular series for High School and Undergraduate Students, the 
Critical Insights series distills the best of both classic and current literary criticism of the 
most-studied literature. Our Critical Insights subscription includes popular authors, 
common literary themes, and studied works of literature: 

Charles Dickens, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and John Steinbeck
Greed, Historical Fiction, the Immigrant Experience, Satire, Survival, and the Graphic Novel

Animal Farm, Beloved, Brave New World, The Crucible, Dracula, Fahrenheit 451, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, 
Invisible Man, Lord of the Flies, Nineteen Eighty-Four, Of Mice and Men, Short Fiction of Flannery O'Connor, 
Slaughterhouse-Five, The Awakening, The Bell Jar, The Catcher in the Rye, The Diary of a Young Girl, The Grapes of 
Wrath, The Kite Runner, The Metamorphosis, The Outsiders, The Pearl, The Red Badge of Courage, The Sound and 
the Fury, The Sun Also Rises
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501 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1, Ocean City, NJ 08226
(609) 399-4161

oceancityschools.org

(609) 399-1290501 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City, NJ

Ocean City High School Connect with Us

tel:(609)399-4161
http://oceancityschools.org/
tel:609-399-5611
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/39.2706988,-74.592963/@39.2706778,-74.663003,12z?hl=en
https://oceancityschools.org/highschool/index
https://www.facebook.com/OceanCityHS/

