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It is hard to believe that the first several months of the school year 
have come and gone and November is upon us. For me, as our new
Superintendent of Schools, October was a wonderful month of 
engaging with students, staff, parents/guardians, and community 
partners throughout the school district. Thank you to everyone 
who has made me feel so incredibly welcomed and supported in 
this new role.

In all our schools, these first few months were largely a time of 
getting to know one another once again and we all, together, have 
made great efforts to build meaningful relationships. Our teachers 
and staff have been working intentionally toward establishing a 
sense of community within classrooms and schools, working on 
and better understanding our students’ skills and varied interests...

OCSD Superintendent's Report
By  Dr. Matthew Friedman, Superintendent of Schools

Meeting Highlights 

Oct 19, 2022 Meeting



02

...that they bring with them every day. In the months ahead, we will undoubtedly use what we 
are learning about students to engage them in their daily work and make personal 
connections to our curriculum.

As you may remember, our district has created cornerstone goals that will be the foundation 
of everything we do this year. Throughout the rest of this school year and beyond, we will 
continue to focus and highlight all of the amazing work we are doing to best achieve these 
goals.As a reminder, they are listed below for your review:

Cornerstone 1: Academic Excellence – the development of innovative learning spaces, the 
creation of comprehensive and engaging curriculum, a focus on college, career and workforce 
readiness, an emphasis on high quality instructional practices.

Cornerstone 2: Health and Wellness (for staff and students) – improvements to the safety 
and security in our district buildings, a focus on social and emotional learning (SEL) for staff 
and students, the continued development of welcoming learning environments. 

Cornerstone 3: Communication and Collaboration – the creation of a culture of two-way 
communication, increased sharing of accessible and relevant information, the enhanced role 
of the district as a significant member and partner of the community we serve. 

Cornerstone 4: Champions for Educator Excellence – a focus on attracting, developing, and 
retaining highly qualified, talented and visionary staff members; ongoing support for mental, 
emotional and physical wellness opportunities and resources for all staff members; providing 
and supporting opportunities for increased professional growth.

As we move forward together, we listen to each other and collaborate to create a path for our 
children’s futures. We are here to hear you—the students, parents/guardians, and community 
—be it Parent/Teacher Conferences, Parent Academy Events, Meet & Greet or Board of 
Education Meetings.

continued from p.01
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Regular Meeting Overview 10/19/22
Presentations: Pathways to Graduation, Standardized 
Test Scores,  Student-Staff Recognitions, Student 
Board Representatives.
Superintendent’s Report/Information Items.
Vote on Board Resolutions. Approval of past Minutes.
Unfinished Business & New Business 
Public Comments, Board Comments, Board President’s 
Report/Comments 

Click Here for Full Agenda

Thank you all for your continued 
effort to make this year a special 
one. It is our work together that 
will continue to make Ocean City 
such a special place for our staff 
and students. 

Yours in Education,
Dr. Matthew Friedman

https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/1666123167Oct%2019%202022%20reg%20mtg%20agenda.pdf
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Dear Ocean City School Community,

Happy October! For this month’s newsletter I wanted to provide an update regarding the 
important work that has been going on at the committee level with the Ocean City School 
District Board of Education and highlight some of the many contributions being made by our 
board members.

The Health and Wellness Committee continued discussions on the best policies and 
practices for the school environment. Committee Chairman, Dr. Charles Roche, emphasized 
their work to ensure access to wellness centers and the adequacy of those services to meet 
the needs of students and staff in our schools. Additional topics discussed included the 
upcoming flu and cold season, with board member Cecilia Gallelli-Keyes, stressing the 
importance of making sure children are healthy when they are coming to school. Pediatric 
health systems are reporting an uptick in sickness with RSV, Covid and influenza, and as a 
community we want to do everything we can to keep our students and staff healthy.

The Building and Grounds Committee, led by chairman Chris Halliday, was excited to 
report that the district is finalizing the AMX/Unified Classroom Systems interactive screen 
installation in the primary and intermediate schools. This system will allow for more efficient 
delivery of educational material and provide another mechanism for advanced 
communication and improved safety.

The Policy Committee chairwoman Fran Newman, continues to provide leadership and 
expertise with updating and implementing the necessary changes with policy from the 
Department of Education. This month is the school board's convention and both Mrs. 
Newman and board member Bill Holmes will be taking time to attend, and they continue to 
volunteer for the betterment of our schools.

I would like to recognize Board members Ryan Leonard and Cecilia Gallelli-Keyes for their 
involvement and attendance of the successful October Parent Academy. The focus of the 
event was safety, which is of paramount importance, and I would like to thank the school 
administration and our police department for continuing to work together to provide the 
safest environment possible. Chief Prettyman led a discussion focused on past, present and 
the future of our school safety. During the meeting Chief Prettyman displayed his command 
of the subject matter and as a community we are fortunate to have his leadership in this 
critical area. In attendance with Chief Prettyman was the group of officers who help protect 
our schools and children. 

BOE President's Report
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We are truly fortunate to live in a town with amazing men and women who choose to serve 
and protect our community. November's Parent Academy will be focused on mental health 
and wellness. Please continue to look for information from the school to learn more.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the effort being made by our students. Across all areas 
of the school community there have been impressive achievements by the students: from 
CAL championships to successful first seasons, our athletes have shined. In the classroom, 
students have shined in academics and their involvement with student clubs, government 
and the school board is extremely impressive.

Sincerely,
Dr. Patrick Kane

continued from p.03
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Watch Full Recording of 10/19 Meeting
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The Board welcomed student representatives to the Board of Education for the 2022-2023 
school year – Christian Ganter, Lauren Knopp, and Isabella Pero.
Students were recognized from each of the three schools (see images below).
Dr. Nath presented standardized test score data and “Pathways to Graduation” to the 
Board of Education.
The BOE approved a Memorandum of Understanding between the District and Arizona 
State University for the 2022-23 school year.
The BOE approved the appointment of Kenneth Silver, Interim Assistant Principal for the 
High School, and Michael Pellegrino, Interim Athletic Director. The BOE also approved the 
appointment of Jacligza Lehman as Secretary to the High School Assistant Principal and 
Caroline Breslin as a District Special Education Aide. 
The BOE approved revised policy number 0167 – Public Participation in Board Meetings 
and a number of policy revisions (for list, see policies on full agenda).

Meeting Highlights from 10/19/2022 
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Patrick Kane
Board President

Ocean City Board of Education Members

Joseph Clark
Board Vice President

Cecilia Gallelli-Keyes
Board Member

Chris Halliday
Board Member

 Jacqueline McAlister
Board Member

Disston Vanderslice
Board Member

Gregory Whelan
Board Member

William Sooy
Upper Township Representative

Dr. Charles Roche
Board Member

William Holmes
Upper Township Representative

Fran Newman
Upper Township Representative

Dan Tumolo
Sea Isle City Representative

(non-voting)

Timothy Kelley
Board Secretary

Michael Stanton
School Solicitor

Carl Tripician
Longport Representative

(non-voting)

Dr. Matthew Friedman
Superintendent of Schools

Ryan Leonard
Board Member

To Email all Board Members, click here

https://oceancityschools.org/agentemail/587
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501 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1, Ocean City, NJ 08226
(609) 399-4161

oceancityschools.org

11/16/22 at 7pm - Board of Education Regular Meeting Library/Media 
Center at Ocean City High School
12/14/22 at 7pm - Board of Education Regular Meeting Library/Media 
Center at Ocean City High School
01/04/23 at 7pm - Board of Education Reorganization/Regular Meeting 
Library/Media Center at Ocean City High School

Schedule of Upcoming Meetings

Click Here 
Past meetings 
Visit Ocean City School District website to view all 
past meeting agendas, minutes and video recordings.

Click Here to Read Minutes of  9/21/22 Meeting

tel:(609)399-4161
http://oceancityschools.org/
https://www.oceancityschools.org/boardofeducation
https://www.oceancityschools.org/boardofeducation
https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/1666268173Sept%2021%202022%20reg%20meeting%20minutes.pdf
https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/1666268173Sept%2021%202022%20reg%20meeting%20minutes.pdf
https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/1666268173Sept%2021%202022%20reg%20meeting%20minutes.pdf

