
Dear OCHS Community,

The past few weeks have been whirlwind, but a valued, traditional piece of 
social-emotional learning here at OCHS. We have celebrated Spirit Week, 
a Pep Rally, Homecoming, Senior celebrations, the Homecoming Dance, 
and our new, improved Halloween costume contest! As we have all 
enjoyed these special events, most importantly, we have celebrated 
together as a community.

As we move into November and through each day of learning, we are 
working on inclusivity of all. At OCHS, all students are valued by their 
teachers and administration as we continue to get to know them as 
individuals throughout the year. Students are also valued by having... 
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... their voices heard, as we listen to them in multiple venues, and recognize them as we encourage 
their successes. 

As we enter a season of thanks, and a time to celebrate family or friends, we are thankful for all of 
our students, parents, faculty, and staff on this collaborative journey.

Sincerely,
Dr. Wendy O’Neal
Acting Principal 
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Celebrating Community

Stick together!

Look at these seniors sticking together at the LMC!
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Keynote Speaker Lauren Knopp
Lauren Knopp is the New Jersey State Board Student 
Representative. She was the keynote speaker at Workshop 2022 
in Atlantic City on October 25th. NJASC has elected the Student 
Representative to the New Jersey State Board of Education, who 
also serves as one of the State Board of Education’s nine State 
officers. Each month, the Students Representative reports to the 
State Board of Education on a topic of interest to students and 
offers feedback to other State Board members on a variety of 
issues that affect students throughout the Garden State. 

Great job Lauren!
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Students of the Month
October Exchange Club Youth of the Month - Christian Ganter

This student was chosen to be Student of the Month because of 
exemplary behavior, character and performance.We appreciate the 
support of the community organization. Chris Ganter, a senior at 
OCHS, currently has 5.22 GPA. He has maintained distinguished 
honor roll status throughout his high school career, while taking all 
AP classes. Upon graduation, Chris hopes to study Mechanical 
Engineering at Princeton University, primarily focusing on 
Computer Aided Design. Chris received the Rotary Club Academic 
Excellence Award every year from 8th through 11th grade. Chris is a 
member of the National Honor Society, Key Club, Leadership Club, 
Homework Hangout Club, Spanish Club, Academic Team, Student 
Environmental Association and President of the Science Club. He 
also is part of Tennis Team and First Tech Challenge Robotics.

Congratulations to the following students, who were nominated by faculty to be 
October 2022 Students of the Month.

 

Freshman - Harper Petitgout Sophomore - Abby Arsenault Junior - Tim Palermo

   Senior - Katherine Doliszny   Senior - Aiden Endicott
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Photography Class

 Forensics' Field Trip

Photography Classes using sunny days to capture some Frozen Action.

This month, Officer Elias graciously gave Ms. 
Dean's Biotech- Forensics classes a personal 
tour of the Ocean City Police Department, 
the Detective Bureau and 911 communication
room. OCHS Students were able to observe 
the ins and outs of how a working police 
department operates. During the tour, 
students learned about the variety of 
responsibilities that our local law 
enforcement and communication officers 
experience each day. 

We would like to thank the members of the 
OCPD for this great experience as many of 
our Forensics students are interested in 
perusing careers in either law enforcement 
and/or dispatch!



Peer-To-Peer Club members donated school 
supplies to students in Southwest Florida who 
were recently affected by Hurricane Ina. 
Members brought in two boxes worth of 
supplies, including notebooks, crayons, pencils, 
folders, and other school related items that were 
shipped to a local business to distribute to 
families. Advisor Mrs. Cathcart and club 
members signed a card enclosed in the box 
sending well wishes to the families accepting the 
school supplies
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Clubs
The Math Club had a competition with 12 
Algebra 1 students. The winner from Flex A 
was Colin Berich from Mr. Ballezzi’s period 8 
class. They had a tie in Flex B between Aliza 
Otton and Sadie Heyman, both from Mr. 
Ballezi’s period 3. Congrats!

The Photography Club was raising funds 
for scholarships and field trips 
representing their own photography at 
the Fall Ocean city Block Party.

October 24 was the annual language club volleyball tournament between the French, Latin, 
Spanish, and Italian clubs. French Club placed third in the competition. 
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Leadership Club
On Sunday, October 16, 2022, the Ocean City High School Leadership Club took part in the 
Hero Walk to combat drunk driving. Beginning at 6th Street and the Boardwalk, participants 
were able to partake in various activities such as the Fun Run. At 11 a.m., participants began the 
Hero Walk. The walk not only raised money, but generated awareness in the community, too.

On Thursday, October 27, Leadership Club members participated in the annual Ocean City 
Halloween Parade. Members engaged with the town's community and spread the message of 
Ocean City’s Leadership Club. The parade begins on 6th Street and ends on 11th Street. From 
school clubs to pageant queens, the Halloween Parade encompasses a variety of floats and 
decorated cars!
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Pollination Presentation

On October 22nd, the OCHS Student Environmental Association volunteered with the 
Upper Township Historical Society at their annual AppleFest. At AppleFest, the Historical 
Society had a variety of vendors, such as a beekeeper, a produce stand, a quilter, and 
others. The SEA held a table informing children how to make crafts from recycled trash. 
The students came in early to help set up the event and stayed after to clean up!

Apple Fest

On Sunday, October 16th, and Monday, October 17th, the OCHS Student Environmental Association 
collaborated with the Ocean City Environmental Commission in a Pollination presentation at the 
St. Damien Parish Church. The presentation was about the benefits of planting native flowers and 
plants in our backyard gardens. The SEA volunteers helped the kids create seed packets from 
recycled newspapers after the presentation and were able to take some native plant seeds home! 

Pictured : Aili Kelley, Ally Dougherty, Catherine Stempin, Delaney Brogan, James Burke, Joshua Heng, Logan 
Monteleone, Logan Smith, Mackenzie Brogan, Madeline Heng, Sydney Catto, Xain Cabalo, and Zarian Cabalo

Pictured: Madeline Heng, Christian Ganter, Logan 
Monteleone, Annika Martin, and Aili Kelley
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Staff Members of the Month October 2022
Helen Laverty
In the absence of our Athletic Director, Mrs. 
Laverty has really stepped up to the plate and 
taken on a several extra rolls and responsibilities
in addition to her everyday workload. The athletic 
department would not be running so smoothly 
during this transition period without the hard 
work and dedication of Helen. 

"I nominate Helen for a staff member of the 
month.Even when I’m there she is unbelievable. 
Helen keeps me organized and runs the office. 
She’s basically the Athletic Director! "

“Helen is the positive, consistent figure in our Athletic Office. She is an effective and efficient 
member of our staff. She is extremely organized; students look to find Mrs. Laverty to hand in 
their forms because they know they will be processed and given to the correct coaches. Not only is 
she efficient, but she is also considerate of others and offers support to the school in intangible 
ways as she has done for many years. She has been exceptional in maintaining our Fall schedule 
without a full time Athletic Director! Thank for all of your hard work and diligence to keep OCHS 
Athletics up and running.“

“Helen has long been the backbone and most important member of the Athletic Department. Our
athletes, coaches, and programs would not have the chance to be successful without the interval
work that she has done. Thanks for the collaborative work which let us guide the district through
the end of the 2022 fall season!”

“Helen is the only reason the Athletic Department was able to stay on track to finish Fall 2022 season. 
I cannot thank her enough for the help she gave me. Helen’s attention to detail, communication 
between all parties involved in athletic events and continued support of our athletes and coaches is 
why we are so successful. Thank you Helen, this is a very well-deserved honor.”
  

- Dr. Curt Nath, Director of Academic Services 

- Dr. Wendy O’Neal, Acting Principal 

- Mr. Anthony DeLeo, Social Studies Teacher 

– Mr. Geoff Haines, OCHS Athletic Director 
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 I left for my first teaching position in another 
school district before I was able to land a 
position back at the Ocean City Primary School 
as a 3rd grade special education teacher for the 
2016-2017 school year. The following school year 
I transferred to the high school where I have 
been since, teaching World History to 9th grade 
students. Since my time as a student teacher I 
immediately became involved in the athletics 
department as a site manager at sporting events 
and a volunteer baseball coach. For the past 8 
years, I continued to coach baseball here at 
OCHS, even during my time at another district 
because I knew where my heart really was. 

My involvement in the district has gone way 
beyond the classroom as I have volunteered for 
homecoming, prom, club activities, and field 
trips. This year I had an opportunity to take my 
involvement in our school to another level. 

Anthony DeLeo is our teacher Spotlight 
for October. Anthony was also voted 
Teacher of the month for October for his 
outstanding work and dedication to 
helping out in the absence of our athletic 
director who is out on medical leave. 

My time here at Ocean City High School 
started in 2012 as a student teacher in
the Social Studies department.  I then 
went on to become a special education
aide at the primary school for the 2013- 
2014 school year...

Staff Members of the Month October 2022
Anthony DeLeo



 I have worked alongside the high school 
administration, Helen Laverty, and Curt Nath to 
fulfill the responsibilities of the vacant position of 
Athletic Director. I have coordinated sporting 
events and worked with area athletic departments 
to make sure our sports teams had the proper 
representation all while teaching 5 classes. My 
time in this position has been very rewarding as 
our teams have had continued success and it has 
been great to watch it all come together. 

I reside in Egg Harbor Township with my wife 
Gina, and our two boys, Anthony Jr. (4) and 
Michael (2). In my spare time I enjoy spending 
time with my family and friends, attending 
sporting events, coaching, and umpiring baseball 
games. 
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Staff Members of the Month - October

New Staff Members

Mr. Kenneth Silver
    Interim Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Jessica DeBiaso
   Special Education Teacher
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Spirit Week

On Wednesdays we wear Pink 

Monochromatic Mondays

Shoobie Thursday

Sports Tuesday - Go Phillies! 
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Pep Rally
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Homecoming 

Homecoming Court 

Pink Out

 Winner
A’yanna Morton

 
1st Runner Up
Victoria Vliet

 
2nd Runner Up

Isabelle Pero
 

3rd Runner Up
Janeen Louis
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Homecoming 
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Homecoming 
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Homecoming 

A special thank you to Ocean City’s Spinning Wheel Florist on Asbury Avenue for creating the 
beautiful flower bouquets for the homecoming court and graduating seniors
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Homecoming Dance
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Halloween Costume Contest Winners
Students – Best Individual and Best Small Group  

Staff - Best Small Group  and Best Individual 

The English Department  - Stranger Things

Mrs. Kelly Cunningham  - Demogorgon 

Maddy Burnett – Guy Fieri           Grady Hanson, Luke Smith, Jace Watson – Chickens
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Halloween Parade

OCHS Band performing Thriller 
with the Dance Place dancers

Joe Elsey and Nicole Lihou

EJ McKnight, Maeve Stanford, 
Donna Scharfetter

Red Raider Band President Aiden Endicott and 
his secret service members – Brandon Douglas, 
James Swan, Micah Wagner, Zain Cabalo

Ocean City Annual Halloween Parade  The night was perfect!



Red Raider Band President Aiden 
Endicott and his secret service members 
– Brandon Douglas, James Swan, Micah 
Wagner, Zain Cabalo
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Halloween Parade

Congratulations to the Best Buddies Club who took 1st Place in their division at the annual 
Ocean City Halloween Parade on Thursday October 28th

2022 Red Raider Marching Band
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501 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1, Ocean City, NJ 08226
(609) 399-4161

oceancityschools.org

(609) 399-1290501 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City, NJ

Ocean City High School Connect with Us

This Month’s eResource Spotlight at the LMC:
EPSCO Flipster/Digital Magazine Newstand

News & Politics
Science & Technology

Check out the current magazine subscriptions you 
can access at the OCHS LMC! Read about:

Tuesday November 8th 
End of 1st Marking Period

 
Wednesday-Friday November 9-11 

School Closed
 

Monday November 14th
School Choice Open House 6:30 pm

Upcoming Events  
Monday November 21st

National Honor Society Induction 6:30 pm
 

Wednesday November 23rd
District Wide Early Dismissal 

 Key Club Powder Puff Football Game – 1:30 pm

Sports
Travel & Regional

tel:(609)399-4161
http://oceancityschools.org/
tel:609-399-5611
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/39.2706988,-74.592963/@39.2706778,-74.663003,12z?hl=en
https://oceancityschools.org/highschool/index
https://www.facebook.com/OceanCityHS/

