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During this past week many of us celebrated the Thanksgiving 
holiday. This holiday was a strong reminder for me this year that 
we have so much for which to be grateful for in the Ocean City 
Schools community. 

My gratitude begins with our close to 2,000 students; I am most 
grateful for each and every child in our district and the 
opportunity to serve and support their learning and growth each 
day in our schools. The energy and curiosity they bring to learning 
gives us all joy and hope for the future. Thank you, parents, for 
sharing your amazing children with us.

OCSD Superintendent's Report
By  Dr. Matthew Friedman, Superintendent of Schools
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I am also extremely grateful to all the teachers, support staff and leadership in the Ocean City 
School District for their incredible work each day. They serve our district as deeply 
committed and caring professionals, dedicating their lives and energies in service to our 
children; because of their continuing work, our children discover, grow and succeed at school 
each day. 

Additionally, many thanks need to be shared with our highly engaged and supportive parents 
and guardians whose participation alongside school and district leadership makes us a 
stronger, more connected school community. 

I would also like to recognize our Ocean City community. Quality public schools are the direct 
result of positive, engaged, supportive and caring communities. 

This holiday reminded me, now more than ever, that any success we experience is the result 
of connections, relationships, partnerships and support for each other to realize the healthy 
and continued growth of our children, our schools and our community. 

As a result of strong partnerships, we continue to move forward. I am truly thankful to be a 
part of the Ocean City School District community.

continued from p.01

OCSD Superintendent's Report

Yours in Education,
Dr. Matthew Friedman

Join Us for the Next Parent Academy
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Emergency department visits related to mental health increased 24% for 5–11-year-olds 
and 31% for 12–17-year-olds between January and October 2020 (Leeb et al., 2020). 

Between March and June of 2020, more than 25% of American parents reported that 
their child experienced declines in mental health and 14% reported increases in behavior 
problems (Patrick et al., 2020). 

In a survey conducted in April and May 2020, one in four youth (ages 13–19) reported an 
increase in sleep loss due to worry, feeling unhappy or depressed, feeling constantly 
under strain, and loss of confidence in themselves (Margolius et al., 2020). 

A CDC report found one-quarter of respondents ages 18–24 had contemplated suicide in 
the 30 days prior to completing the survey (Czeisler et al., 2020).

Dear Ocean City School Community,

The Board of Education (BOE) continues to strive to emphasize the importance of Mental 
Health and Wellness in the Ocean City School District. Like physical health, mental health 
promotes success in life and the BOE recognizes that every student in our community 
deserves a high-quality education in a safe environment. The Health and Wellness 
committee has been working with the school to emphasize this area and optimize our health 
and wellness curriculum and wellness centers in the schools. 

December’s Parent Academy will be Tuesday, December 13th at 6 pm in the High School 
Library for parents of P3-12 students and will focus on Mental Health. One of the key 
challenges regarding mental health is awareness, and the BOE wanted to share some of the 
concerning statistics regarding mental health and how it effects our children:

These statistics are alarming and the BOE wants to work to help address these matters. 
Please know that your BOE takes this matter very seriously. We ask that the community 
continue to support our students and schools in a positive manner. We all benefit when our 
school community succeeds and having a happy and healthy student body is a key 
component to this success. We encourage you to come to the Parent Academy regarding 
Mental Health and as a board we will continue to work to improve the mental health
resources available to our school community.

Be well, 
Dr. Patrick Kane

BOE President's Report
By  Dr. Patrick Kane, Board President
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Watch Full Recording of 11/16 Meeting

Regular Meeting Overview 11/16/22
Presentations: Student Recognitions, New Program 
Proposals, Student Representatives' Update.
Superintendent’s Report/Information Items.
Vote on Board Resolutions. Approval of past Minutes.
Unfinished Business & New Business 
Public Comments, Board Comments, Board President’s 
Report/Comments 

Click Here for Full Agenda

https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/1666123167Oct%2019%202022%20reg%20mtg%20agenda.pdf


05

The Board approved the submission of a program proposal for the Bringing the Wetlands 
to Life in Ocean City program which is an ongoing partnership with the Ocean City Free 
Public Library.
The Board approved the implementation of the Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) 
program.
The Board approved the submission of the 2023-2024 preschool operational plan. This 
plan includes one additional preschool classroom for the 2023-2024 school year.

The Board accepted the retirement of Donna Scharfetter, High School Band Director.

The Board introduced and approved changes to BOE policies.

Curriculum:

Personnel:

Policy:

Meeting Highlights from 11/16/2022 

Students were recognized from the schools.
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Patrick Kane
Board President

Ocean City Board of Education Members

Joseph Clark
Board Vice President

Cecilia Gallelli-Keyes
Board Member

Chris Halliday
Board Member

 Jacqueline McAlister
Board Member

Disston Vanderslice
Board Member

Gregory Whelan
Board Member

William Sooy
Upper Township Representative

Dr. Charles Roche
Board Member

William Holmes
Upper Township Representative

Fran Newman
Upper Township Representative

Dan Tumolo
Sea Isle City Representative

(non-voting)

Timothy Kelley
Board Secretary

Michael Stanton
School Solicitor

Carl Tripician
Longport Representative

(non-voting)

Dr. Matthew Friedman
Superintendent of Schools

Ryan Leonard
Board Member

To Email all Board Members, click here

https://oceancityschools.org/agentemail/587
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501 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1, Ocean City, NJ 08226
(609) 399-4161

oceancityschools.org

12/14/22 at 7pm - Board of Education Regular Meeting Library/Media 
Center at Ocean City High School

01/04/23 at 7pm - Board of Education Reorganization/Regular Meeting 
Library/Media Center at Ocean City High School

Schedule of Upcoming Meetings

Click Here 
Past meetings 
Visit Ocean City School District website to view all 
past meeting agendas, minutes and video recordings.

Click Here to Read Minutes of  10/19/22 Meeting

tel:(609)399-4161
http://oceancityschools.org/
https://www.oceancityschools.org/boardofeducation
https://www.oceancityschools.org/boardofeducation
https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/1668694132Oct%2019%202022%20regular%20mtg%20minutes.pdf
https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/1668694132Oct%2019%202022%20regular%20mtg%20minutes.pdf
https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/1668694132Oct%2019%202022%20regular%20mtg%20minutes.pdf

