
Student Council Food Drive to collect food for St. Peter's Church in 
Ocean City. 
Key Club is collecting gifts for preschool students in need at the 
Ocean City Primary School.

Dear OCHS Community,

During any month of the year, OCHS is a buzz with activity from our 
students, faculty and staff that have rich traditions in giving back to the 
Ocean City community. During this joyous season, OCHS is more active 
than ever in extending their giving in Ocean City, and beyond, by offering 
support to surrounding communities. 

Here are just a few of the special holiday acts of giving at OCHS:

The latest news and updates from Ocean City High School. 
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

OCEAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL 
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Mr. Mark Benedetto with the assistance of the Interact Club and advisor, Mr. Joshua 
Handshaw, and the Science Club and advisor, Mr. Robert Citta, are decorating cards for 
veterans that will be delivered to the New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home in Vineland. 
Toys for Tots Program is being led by our Leadership Club and will benefit families throughout 
Cape May County. 
Mrs. Heather Coleman and Mrs. Nicole Buesing are Collecting “Secret Santa” gift cards from 
OCHS staff members that will be distributed to students in need at the high school. 
National Honor Society will be holding their Annual Clothing Drive through the month of 
December to benefits Big Brothers Big Sisters of America. 
OCHS Crew Team is partnering with GotSneakers to recycle gently used sneakers for his 
holiday season.
Music Ensemble students and Tri-M Music Honor Society students, under the direction of 
Mrs. Donna Scharfetter and Dr. Brian Schkeeper, will be performing for and having lunch with 
Senior Citizens at the Ocean City Community Center on December 20th.

It is a privilege to work with and be surrounded by so many generous individuals. The kindhearted 
nature of all at OCHS and their willingness to help whenever needed wouldn’t be possible without 
the backing of all OCHS parents and families. 

I will continue to keep active lines of communication available to all as we move forward into the 
new year. I welcome and encourage feedback to keep this mutual process productive. 

Thank you for your continued support. I hope your Holidays are filled with peace and happiness, 
and you can enjoy time with friends and family. Happy New Year! 

Sincerely,
Dr. Wendy O’Neal
Acting Principal 

continued from p.01
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Traditions

Students return to school, after the Holidays, on Tuesday, January 3, 2023. All students 
should be in the building by 7:45 am, and in class by 7:50 am. 

 
 

Reminder:
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The OCHS 1st First Marking Period 
Honor Roll 2022-2023. 

https://oceancityschools.org/uploads/16687164001st%20MP%20Honor%20Roll%2022-23.pdf


National Honor Society Induction Ceremony
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The 85th Annual National Honor Society Induction Ceremony for Ocean City High School 
occurred on Monday, November 21st . Newly inducted students and their families celebrated 
this honor in the auditorium followed by refreshments in the cafeteria provided by OC's Food 
Services. OC alumnus Matthew Catanoso was the guest speaker along with musical 
performances by Maeve Stanford, Matthew Woodside and Aiden Endicott. NHS officers made 
the ceremony run seamlessly: President, Charles Costal, Vice-President Andrew Karayiannis, 
Recording Secretary Eleanor Kutschera, Corresponding Secretary Brooke Hanley, Treasurer 
Olivia Palmieri, Publicist Patrick Lonergan. Superintendent Dr. Matthew Friedman and Principal 
Dr. Wendy O'Neal spoke highly of our students. Advisor Catherine Georges.
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Students of the Month
November Exchange Club Youth of the Month - Maeve Stanford

This student was chosen to be Youth of the Month because of exemplary 
behavior, character and performance.We appreciate the support of the 
community organization. Maeve's vocabulary excludes words like "there 
are no excuses," "let's wait and see," "what if," "I'm not sure," "it's not my 
fault," "I can't," and "it's too difficult." This young woman approaches 
things with a positive outlook. She is multifaceted, mature, driven, and 
possesses a wide range of unique skills. She will have an immediate impact 
and contribute wherever she goes. Maeve is inclusive, understanding, and 
welcoming of everyone because of her thoughtfulness and distinctive 
style. She shares her authentic self with no shame for a young adult.  

Congratulations to the following students, who were nominated by faculty to be     
OCHS November 2022 Students of the Month.

 

Freshman  - Callie Duff  
 

Sophomores-Abril Bautista 
Prudente  (tied for 1st)

 

Junior - Alexis Deaver
 

Seniors - Isabella Pero Seniors - John Gaskill

Sophomores -Tommy 
Armstrong (tied for 1st)

 

Maeve has remained on the Distinguished Honor Roll for all 13 marking periods of her high school 
career with a cumulative GPA 5.022. She is the president of Model UN and JSA, a member of the 
band, jazz band, pit band member, Literary Magazine contributor and an accomplished performer. 
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Teacher Spotlight - Donna Scharfetter
I began my teaching career in Elizabeth, NJ, where I was one 
of the band directors in the Jefferson Performing Arts Center. 
Pictured to the right is my saxophone ensemble at the Jersey 
Gardens Mall. 

2022 Wind Ensemble members.  

This past July, my handsome man 
David and I got married - Fun fact - 
Jenn Dean fixed us up!

Here is my first jazz band in OC! Every year, the jazz band performs in all 
the local jazz festivals, and performs throughout the community. (Rowan, 
Mainland, Somers Point, Overbrook, and Cape May Jazz Festival).

While living in northern New Jersey, many weekends were 
spent on a football field as a member of the Hawthorne 
Caballeros Drum and Bugle Corps playing the soprano horn; 
traveling to stadiums in the Tri-State area for competitions 
and earning a DCA win during my time in the corps

Fun fact: I also played Volleyball and Softball for 13 years in a 
Rahway recreation league. 

In 2001, I relocated to Atlantic County and was appointed as 
the band director here in Ocean City. I knew nothing about 
south Jersey, other than it was “On the Way to Cape May” 
(sounds like a song).

Over the years I had the wonderful opportunity to travel to 
so many places with the band members, Disney in Orlando - 
where I earned my ears from Mickey during our 
performance workshop, Toronto, Niagara Falls, Sandusky 
and Cleveland, OH, Hershey and Philadelphia, PA, 
Williamsburg, VA, Baltimore, Washington DC - where we 
performed on the steps of the Capital, and New York. 

continues on next page



As I retire, I look forward to focusing on my Mary Kay Business, Playing more in community 
bands and musicals, gardening, photography, and staying healthy. 

OC - Thank you for an amazing run.  

I’ve had the pleasure of working with amazing staff, students, and 
musicians who dedicate so much time and energy to make all of 
our shows a success, the musicals, band performances, festivals - 
concert, jazz, marching, auditions, and fundraisers, etc. And I can 
never forget all the parents! And, the band boosters who I have 
met, who spent as many hours as I did with our band, giving their 
heart and soul to the music program. 

I have a warm place in my heart for all of my students and the 
friends I have made in OC - I look forward to chatting with 
everyone on social media to hear about all the amazing things 
they are doing in life, their weddings, growing families, and 
travels.

07

Staff Member of the Month - Catherine Georges
“Cat is amazing coworker and teacher. She went above and 
beyond as a mentor to help me navigate my first year of teaching, 
despite juggling so many of her own responsibilities in her work 
and family life. She also goes above and beyond for her students 
every day, spending countless hours designing exciting lessons 
and activities and going out of her way to provide her students 
with extra help. She is someone students feel comfortable turning 
to whether they’re struggling academically or emotionally, and she 
always brings the science department together whenever one of 
our members needs support or deserves to be celebrated. Cat is 
kind and generous as both a colleague and a teacher and is well- 
deserving of this recognition!” -Aashini Patel

"Running National Honor Society is beyond challenging and Cat does it with grace. She is 
also an amazing teacher and generally fantastic human being! " -Daniel Weaver

Teacher Spotlight - Donna Scharfetter



 About Mr. Mike Pellegrino 
I began teaching at Ocean City High School in the Fall of 1996. Over my 13 years in the district, I 
taught various levels of mathematics and served as the head coach of boys’ soccer, assistant 
wrestling and tennis coach, and intermediate school volleyball coach. In 2008, I became the 
district STEM coordinator. In the fall of 2009, I was offered the position of Athletic Director at 
Egg Harbor Township where I spent 12 years as the Director of Athletics and Activities before 
retiring in the summer of 2021. Upon retirement, I returned to the classroom and taught math 
and Physics First at St. Augustine Prep for the 2021-22 school year. Prior to returning to Ocean 
City High School, I served as the interim Vice Principal in charge of Athletics and Activities at 
Deptford High School. I am grateful for my experiences as they’ve led me back to what I feel is 
home, as a Red Raider.
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New Staff Members
Mr. Michael Pellegrino  

Leave Replacement Athletic Director 
Mrs. Jacligza Lehman

 Secretary to the Assistant Principal

Another stick-together in 
the books at the OCHS LMC!

 



Nyle DiMarco - Keynote Speaker at NJEA
Nyle DiMarco, Deaf activist and champion of the 
human right to language and identity, was one of 
four featured keynote speakers at the 2022 NJEA 
Teachers Convention.

In 2015, he was the winner of America’s Next Top 
Model and in 2016 went on to win Dancing With 
the Stars. He also produced Children of a Lesser
God on Broadway, Deaf U and Audible on Netflix, 
which went on to receive an Oscar nomination. 
Recently his memoir “Deaf Utopia: A Memoir – And 
a Love Letter To A Way Of Life” was released and 
rose quickly to the top of the New York Times Best 
Seller List. 

In 2019, Nyle visited OCHS and gave a presentation 
to our ASL students and special guests, including 
65 Deaf students from all over NJ. 

For this year’s convention, NJEA asked ASL 
teacher, Amy Andersen, to make a video with our 
OCHS ASL students and local Deaf community to 
welcome Nyle to the stage. It was played right 
before his keynote speech. One of our youngest 
members of the South Jersey Deaf Community, 
Cole Renart, was also in attendance with his 
mother. An OCHS ASL 3 student, Ella Mashura 
was able to attend with her mother who is also 
a teacher. 

Watch Nyle’s welcome video
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https://youtu.be/2BH4eHo1EDI
https://youtu.be/2BH4eHo1EDI
https://youtu.be/2BH4eHo1EDI
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The PRISM Club
The PRISM Club officially began here at OCHS this month. Students have 
been meeting regularly and working hard for over a year to establish themselves. 
The PRISM Club supports the needs and campus awareness of the LGBTQ+ community at 
OCHS. It is a club comprised of members of the LGBTQ+ community and allies. These students 
have a lot to be proud of and absolutely deserve some recognition. 

Food Drive
The Student Council held their annual Thanksgiving Food Drive in November. They collected 
850 cans that we delivered to St. Peter’s church on Wednesday November 23rd. 
Mr. Plamantouras’ class won first prize by collecting the most cans, followed by Mrs. Dill’s class 
in second place. Mrs. Cathcart and Mr. Clark’s classes tied for third place.
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Peer-to-Peer Club 
Peer-to-Peer Club members decorated mini 
pumpkins for OCHS faculty and staff to express 
their thankfulness for them each and every day. 
Students wrote words of gratitude and kindness 
on pumpkins, along with fall decorations, and 
passed along to members within OCHS. The mini 
pumpkins brightened the day of many happy
recipients!

Peer-to-Peer Club members attended the 27th 
Annual Cape May County Peer Leadership 
Conference on November 18th. The 2022 theme 
was “You Can Lean on Me” and was opened to 
local schools within the county. A keynote 
speaker started the conference with a positive 
themed presentation on being available to others 
during challenging times and providing support to 
those who need it. Ocean City High School senior 
Janeen Louis spoke on behalf of the school 
welcoming the speaker before his presentation. 
Afterwards, students participated in breakout 
sessions that included topics on team building, 
being a leader, healthy living, positive influences 
and even a relaxing session of yoga. The day was 
an overall success that brought much excitement 
to all attendees. 
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Work Based Learning
In November our Work Based Learning students made cookies with Community Partners at St. 
Peter’s Methodist Church.



Drama Guild
Drama Guild presents it's Fall 2022 play, "ONCE IN A 
LIFETIME", a comedy by George S. Kaufman & Moss 
Hart, in the Hughes Auditorium on Thursday 
December 8 at 7 pm, Friday December 9 at 7 pm, and 
Saturday December 10 at 2 pm and 7 pm.

It is late Fall of 1927 and the first talking movie, "The 
Jazz Singer", has just premiered in NYC. A trio of 
vaudeville actors – George, May and Jerry – decide 
to cash in their comedy act and head to Hollywood, 
where they hope to make it big by pretending to be 
voice coaches for the new talking movie industry. 
They soon discover that the Hollywood bosses are 
just making it all up as they go along too, but as long 
as the publicity is good and you survive the latest 
fads, you can be a star!

Fast-paced, funny, and packed with 62 characters 
played by our 38 actors, "Once in a Lifetime" 
skewers "experts" who are only in it for the glory and 
the next rung up the ladder. 

Our cast includes Charlie Costal, Ava DiBabbo, 
Cadence Casas, Madison Ferretti, Nate Ginet, 
Amanda Goudie, Malia Belles, Chris Katity, Lauren 
Knopp, Ferguson Kurilko, Joey Mangam, Kari Mora- 
Lloyd, Izzy Pero, Kristiana Bauer, Bridget Breeden, 
Erin Cantwell, Charlie Drain, Mario Lucas Lara, 
Vivian Maucher, Ryan Mulraney, Matt Murray, Robby 
Neville, Vince Piraino, Keira Reilly, Liv Schmidt, 
Avery Silva, Eli Watson, Siena Eden, Allessandra 
Lucasti, Noah Baker, Addison Bradshaw, Christian 
Hornig-Finneran, Rachel Kelly, Taylor Mulford, 
Harper Pettigout, and Adam Wertzberger.

Stage managers and construction crew are Holden 
Whalen and Shannon Donnelly, with Asher Dolinsky, 
Lauren Dwyer, Daniel Gardner, Leo Gray, Julia 
Harris, Jak Hellein, Mason Kaplan, Arvyn Madden, 
and Lily Mammele, and advisor Mr. Josh Handshaw.
Costume crew is led by Alina Karayiannis,

Tickets are available online. 
Click Here. Prices are $12 for 
students and senior citizens 
and $15 for adults.

with Joey Mangam and Naomi Cich, and 
advisor Mrs. Ellen Byrne.

"Once in a Lifetime" is presented with 
permission of Concord Theatricals. Mr. 
Robert LeMaire is the director, and Mrs. 
Byrne the co-director. 

The Drama Boosters will host concession 
stands in the lobby, offering water, 
snacks, candy-grams, flowers, and Drama 
Guild merch. All concession proceeds go 
to scholarships awarded to graduating 
Drama Guild members.
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http://our.show/ochsdramaguild
http://our.show/ochsdramaguild
http://our.show/ochsdramaguild
http://our.show/ochsdramaguild


14

Key Club Week
The Key Club celebrated Key Club Week from October 31- November 4. Key Club weeks gives us 
the opportunity to show our community what Key Club is all about: service. Each day, there was an 
emphasis on service; to promote service and make OCHS Key Club a household name. On Tuesday, 
Key Clubbers participated in Random Acts of Kindness by hanging inspirational posters around the 
school. Wednesday was Show Your K where the Key Club members wore Key Club gear. Finally, 
Thursday was Kudos to Key Players. Key Club members wrote thank-you letters to Key Club 
supporters such as teachers, community helpers, Kiwanis members, and Key Club alumni.
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Key Club Annual Fall Beach Sweep
Key Club was a part of over 3,800 volunteers who participated in Clean Ocean Action’s 37th
Annual Fall Beach Sweep on Saturday, October 22 at 70 locations in New Jersey. Each piece of 
trash that was taken from the beach was categorized and counted by volunteer citizen 
scientists; information that Clean Ocean Action uses to advance policies and initiatives that 
reduce litter.
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The Key Club Annual Powderpuff Game

The fifth annual Juniors vs. Seniors Powderpuff games, hosted by Key Club (Advisor, Ashley 
Schmid), took place afterschool on Wednesday, November 23 at Carey Stadium with John 
Bruno announcing and giving play-by-plays the entire afternoon. We can’t thank Mr. Bruno 
enough for always volunteering to be at our events. Six teams, three junior teams and three 
senior teams, played a six-team round-robin tournament followed by the championship. 

The two teams with the most wins, Juniors D1 Devils coached by Kelly Halliday and Seniors 
Britt’s Barbies coached by Kevin Smith, ended up in the Championship. While it was a close 
game, Britt’s Barbies came out as the victors in a 14-0 win, making them the new Queens of 
the Turf. 

This was another successful year for fundraising, as half of the proceeds will benefit Presents 
for Preschool (our local holiday Toy Drive) and Key Club Scholarships. A special thank you to 
all the coaches (Kelly Halliday, Mr. Jerry Brown, Kevin Smith, Tim Cook, and Anthony DeLeo) 
and assistant coaches (Varsity football players), Officials (Dr. Curt Nath, George McNally, Mr. 
Ken Silver, and Mr. Pellegrino) announcer John Bruno, Principal Dr. O’Neal, Athletic Director 
and official Mike Pellegrino, Lisa Patrone, Sara Maimone, Tina Mosher, Betsey Lehman, all 
Ocean City High School front office Secretaries, and the custodial staff.
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The Key Club Annual Powderpuff Game
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OCHS Dance Team
The Dance Team has been working very hard prepping for their first competition season. In 
addition to training for competitions, they are also preparing for their first annual Holiday Show 
on December 16th (which will be accompanied by some dance class students), Basketball 
halftime performances (come out and see their holiday pom dance on December 22nd!) and had 
the opportunity to attend Stockton's Experience Dance Day. Juniors and Seniors of the dance 
team participated in 8 mini workshops at the University taught by professors, assisted by dance 
majors (OC alumni included!) and were able to dance alongside dancers from a dozen local 
schools. It was an amazing day learning what it would be like to be a dance major at Stockton!
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501 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1, Ocean City, NJ 08226
(609) 399-4161

oceancityschools.org

(609) 399-1290501 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City, NJ

Ocean City High School Connect with Us

tel:(609)399-4161
http://oceancityschools.org/
tel:609-399-5611
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/39.2706988,-74.592963/@39.2706778,-74.663003,12z?hl=en
https://oceancityschools.org/highschool/index
https://www.facebook.com/OceanCityHS/

