
Hello OCIS Families,

The holiday season is upon us and we have a whole bunch of 
holiday merriment for the students to look forward to this month! 
We are celebrating with everything from 12 Days of Holiday Spirit 
to Holiday Movie Nights with the help of our awesome student 
council and PTA. There is nothing better than seeing the students’ 
faces light up with excitement and joy during the month of 
December. This is such a fun time of year and we encourage all of 
our students to join in the fun and participate in all of our holiday 
activities.

The latest news and updates from Ocean City Intermediate School 
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At OCIS, we recognize that we are living in tough times and there are families that may need a 
little extra help during the holiday season. Whether it be for Hanukkah, Christmas, or Kwanzaa, 
if your family is in need of assistance and you have not yet responded to the holiday assistance 
emails sent out, please do not hesitate to reach out to me by either calling the school or 
emailing me at mmattina@ocsdnj.org. 

While the holiday season can certainly be a time filled with happiness and laughter, I 
understand that for some it can be a very difficult time as well. Our goal at OCIS is to support 
the whole child, and our Wellness Center is an invaluable resource to support this mission. It is 
always important for me to remind families that if you feel your child is struggling in any way, a 
great starting point for help is to contact our Wellness Center counselor, Eileen Conover. You 
can always call the school and ask for Mrs. Conover, or you can send her an email at 
econover@ocsdnj.org.

I wish you and your family a wonderful December. Let’s work together to help the students 
finish this year out strong. We have had a really great few months together, and I look forward 
to what 2023 has in store for Ocean City Intermediate School!

Sincerely,
Michael Mattina, Principal
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Holiday Spirit

Morning 
Announcements
Please check out our 
Facebook page to view the 
morning announcements 
that your children hear 
each day.

A few reminders

Late to School
Students receive two free unexcused lates per marking 
period. Any additional unexcused lates will result in a
detention being issued. Students with doctors notes will be 
marked as an excused late.

Clubs and Activities - click here for additional information.

If your child cannot attend school, please notify us
through email. The email address is 
ocisattendance@ocsdnj.org

Student Attendance

https://oceancityschools.org/agentemail/66
https://www.oceancityschools.org/agentemail/566
https://oceancityschools.org/intermediate/clubs
mailto:ocisattendance@ocsdnj.org
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A look ahead....
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Students of Character - November
Character Trait - “Fairness” 

Doing the right thing, treating people how 
you want to be treated and being impartial 

(not taking sides).
 

John Caccia
Nora Roche

Omar Bautista Roque 
Jude Baltozer
Leni Levchuk

Carter Madden
Keira Linthicum
Darrien Mayo 

Jayden Longdon
Delaney Kampmeyer

Hailey Camacho
Cullen Whelan 

Madison Keenan
 
 

Fairness
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Staff Spotlight - Joyce Trofa
Joyce has worked for Ocean City School District for 41 years. 
She started back in 1971 and has worked 41 years as a Support
Staff member in several different capacities before retiring in 
2012. During those 41 years, she also served as President of 
OCESSA (Ocean City Support Staff Association) for 8 years. 
Since her retirement 10 years ago, Joyce has continued to 
work as a substitute for the District at both the Primary 
School and Intermediate School. You will always see Joyce 
engaging with the students and making them feel important
and special, the thing she enjoys most about working here.

Joyce graduated from Ocean City High School and she has 
been a very active member in the community over the years. 
She was instrumental in working to get a traffic light 
installed at 5th and West Avenue for the safety of the 
children and ironically, it was put in place on the day she 
retired. Joyce has vacationed in Mexico with her family, and 
enjoys spending time with them as much as possible, 
especially with her great-grandson, Nathan.
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6th grade students heard thought-provoking tales from New Jersey, the Pine 
Barrens, and spooky stories from Laura Kaighn of Lady Hawke Storytelling.After 
finishing a unit on Washington Irving's "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," the 
students especially loved hearing about the legend of the New Jersey Devil. Many 
thanks to the OCPTA for their generous grant and to the Ocean City Public 
Library for hosting the students—the day was a thriller! 

Storyteller
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Spanish Class
OCIS Spanish Classes created a school-wide ofrenda for Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead)
Each grade contributed a different craft. 
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Yearbook Club
This fall, our Yearbook Photographers have been busy capturing events, theme days, and life 
in the busy hallways of the Intermediate School. This includes arranging students in group 
photos, keeping track of photography assignments, and practicing camera skills. During our 
after school sessions, our students are given Photography Challenges. Check out our Macro 
Photography Challenge shots where we got up extra close! 

Our photographers include:

Alison Cirilo
Maddie Aragno
Scarlett Garrett
Kailyn Nilsen
Emily Kline
Mackenzie Hopson
Grace Bell
Scarlett Underwood
Addie Robbins
Jocelyn Serrano
Madi Adams
Bradin Roberts
April Wright
Brianna Bentley
Emma Haines-Miles
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Garden Update 
We harvested lettuce and 
some of our staff and 
students got to take some 
home!

The Fishing Club took advantage of a beautiful 
afternoon to take the club fishing on the 9th street pier. 
Members had a great time catching spiny dogfish and 
understanding the difference between them and sand 
sharks. Thanks again to FinAtics for donating bait and 
fishing gear for the trip.

The Fishing Club 
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NJHS and Newspaper Club

Yoga Club

Mrs. O'Neil sent two of her 
"reporters" down to 
interview 8th grade National 
Junior Honor Society 
members for an upcoming 
article. More pictures to 
come this year, I am sure!

Yoga Club kicked off with No Stress November…and they are Thankful!
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Technology Club 

Tech Clubbers

Technology Club students in grades 6/7/8 
practiced coding basics such as sequencing, 
decomposition, and debugging to complete an 
unplugged challenge. They also learned about 
teamwork and collaboration.

Tech Clubbers (Grades 4-5) celebrated STEM Day by engineering a Pumpkin Stand to display their pumpkins. 
Their stands were required to support the weight of their pumpkin so that it did not touch the ground. The 
students had 30 minutes to plan and construct their stands and used just 20 straws, tape, a small pumpkin, a 
rubber band, and scissors.



8th Grade
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Soccer News
OCIS Boys vs. Girls Soccer Cup - The boys won!

8th Grade Spanish classes learn how 
to order, comment, and serve food in 
Spanish.
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501 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1, Ocean City, NJ 08226
(609) 399-4161

oceancityschools.org

(609) 399-56111801 Bay Avenue Ocean City, NJ

Ocean City Intermediate School Connect with Us

OCLife2
OCLife21 members have been meeting and 
planning a proposal for the STEAM Tank 
2023 Competition. This popular program is 
run by the New Jersey School Boards 
Association and gives students the chance 
to invent, modify, or use problem-solving 
skills to solve real-world problems. This 
November, our student inventors created a 
video proposal describing their product 
which is intended to remove microplastics 
from our ocean. Good luck to our inventors! 

tel:(609)399-4161
http://oceancityschools.org/
tel:609-399-5611
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/39.2706988,-74.592963/@39.2706778,-74.663003,12z?hl=en
https://oceancityschools.org/intermediate/index
https://www.facebook.com/people/Ocean-City-Intermediate-School/100063468073713/

